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B.R.Palmer to HeZ.itchell - Jan.20th '57 ( Oén.) §

any of youf cities a more refined accomplished & well dressed party could be collected,
your humble serveant of course excepted, or that any host could entertain them more hospi-
tably & hendsomely than Mr & Yrg Wood. Iwo days afterwards we got up o very pleasant
party from 8t.Cloud to Stevensons at Clear Lake,where we had a cepital time,® where our.
friend Berlin covered himself with glory in making & Womans Rights speech in costume .OF
course « our company on these occasions were chiefly married people,but all the better for
that,% we only regretted that Mr Mitchell hed not been here to have enjoyed the parties &
to have added to the mirth of these occasions. Since then the whole interest of the commun
ity hes been diverted from parties to’ Town building. Last week Mr Curtis from St Anthony |
favored St Cloud with his august presence,with his black chargers & superb sleigh. He
put up at the Stearns Hotel & from there proceeded in state to the “ecorders Office.Jiuch
to his astonishment no doubt,he could not find the town of Hartford on the records. But |
Rockville was there & Yr Curtis' neme was not. This was a little unfortunate for he had
sold one share in Hartford for £1200.00 & lots too numerous to mention. In this dilemma |
he did not call on me,but went directly back to St Anthony & what he has determined to no
'man in St.Cloud knoweth. But the affair did not end there. Mr Brott being here on the
ground & ready to teke advantege of anything that might turn up,thinking it a pity that sd
much advertising of the town of Hartford should be lost, immediately organized a company
to lay out a town. Somewhere on the Sauk as near as they could find a place to suit the
description of the advertisements- this was a claim about two miles above Rockville. This
was all a secret & I did not hear their intention until after they hed started & been on
their way an hour. It then occured to me that if they could be induced to lay out their
town on Geylords claim just opposite Rockville instead of being an injury it would be a
great advehtage to our place. fHenry & Shepley were in the office at the time.l pointed_%

|
{
|
5
this out to them & urged them to start was ready, join them & meke the proposition- to
sée Gaylord & if possible " insense" him into the advantages of such en arrangement.
“"ell they started & four miles out found them stuck in a spmow drift & one of the horses
given out. The proposal was well received & they went with our team & laid out the Town
& today Mr Noel is plotting the town of Hartford from our plot of Rockville meking the 1
streets run into each other. The company of Hartford is composed for the present of the j
following individuels- Brott,Sisson,Taylor, Swisshelm,Alden,Shepley,Caruthers,fendricks
& Beede~the two later from linneapolis. I dont know of anything that could have happened
better for our town- whatever they do will be for our benefit. They are all mightily '
pleased with the location on the Sauk- about the right diséahéef from St.Cloud & are
talking of purchesing the Saw Mill here & placing it in Hartford,if we will build a

grist mill on our stream. A bridge is to be built this winter across the Sauk at our
place & the road opened to Richmond, by which the great Ned River road will be turned '
through Hartford & Rockville & come into St.Cloud past my claim-shortening the Red River
route -5 or § miles & bringing it to lower 5t.Cloud. All the 8¢ Cloud interests are
anxious to have that done. They all say that it is bound to be a place=- you see there i
are enterprising men among them who will leave no stone unturned to meke it go. I am )
expecting they will meke us some kind of proposition to unite our interests- for my part |
I should like to do so. I was twice to see Brigge last week— but he was not at home- wes |
down the rimer- hope to see him this week. I found laths at Lowrys & they are all at the |
spot for use $4.00 per M.the boards are not yet sawed but there will be no trouble about |
them,by taking I2 by IS £t.boards. It is impossible to think of doing enything to your &
house at present. The thermometer night before last while our friends were out Town
meking indicated 44 below zero- nobody minded it. I am not obliged to stay at Lowrys

now~ visit him every day or two- much better., Write as soon as you get this. All are
well, Best love to Mrs Mitchell & Mrs Syisshelm & the children.

St.Cloud. B.R.Palmer.




