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CHRISTMAS, 1943
Dear Friends:--

The paet yesr has bren full of ovents for the Brainerd femily. In this
resnect we are no differcnt from other fAmiling during these war timecs.
Naturally our intcrcsts contor around the Tcachers College. A number
of our faculty have Joined the armed forces, several of whom have not
been replaced, Ninety-five per cent of our men have joined tho armed
gervicens ond likewisc many of the women etudoante have 1lecft to merry

or to work for attractive vages. Onc of the dormitorins, Lawrecnce
Hall, has been vacated to glve way to thc two hundred ané fifty
egoldiers of the 72nd Collecge Treining Detachment Army Air Forces who
are being trrined at the college. President Sclke lcft in February

to accept o position ss Warp Manpower Commissioncr. Dudlecy wag

¢lected pr sident for the duration.

Virginia was graduatoed from Iowe Statc Collegc with major werk in homo
oconomics and journalism. In Junc she Jjoincd the staff of the Clinton
Herald in Iowa, She writes a Home Economics column for the pancr twice
a woek with a by-line. Besides this work, she docs reporting for the
paper. Needless to 8ny, she cnjoye her Journalistic work, 'Te arec
anticipating her recturn home for a short visit at Christmns time.

Constonce, » sophomore herc at T,C. spent an cnjoyable summer at a
Camp Fire comp near Battle Creck, Michigan where she wes 2 couneecllor.
This ycar she has been acting as church secretary for the Progbyterinn
Church.

Elcanor 1e¢ a sonior at Tochnical High School, She 1isa the femily's
student--and a very consclentious one, Her chicf intercst is science,
She spent » month st the Duluth Y.V, cemp last summer and wag heppy
to win her Scnior Life Saving badge 4in swimming st that time.

Charlece 1s in the 9th grade and Ned in the 7th grade in Riverview
Junior High. They continue to be good busincss men for the i!innespolis
Star Journal. Charleg vent to the Minncsotsa-Wisconsain geme becouse

he had sixtcen new subgcribers for the raner. Ned was at a Minnesepolis
Y.M.C.A, camp at Lake Indepcndence while Charlece spent a month at

Camp liiller near Duluth last summor.

Ag in former Ycare, Grandmother Brainard came to spend the summcr
with ue. She celcbrsted her 88th birthday in fuguet and cnjoya
keeping up with the latest war news. Morl went to Michigrn for her,
and while there attended Dudley's niecc's wedding.  She visited her
slster also »t her farm home, Axdele Acres, neap Ionin, lichigrn.
Virginia accompanicd her grandmother to Chlcago when she roturncd to
her daughter's home thisg fall.,

‘causc of the gasg shortage, we were uneblec to take a vacrtion, so we
lived quietly at home sending first onc chilgd and then another off to
It seemed strangec at times to have only onc of them home. ™o
were busy however--Dudley with his dutice and kierl with canning
vegetables and fruits and Juggling rotioning coupons.

To all of you we fgailn extend our greetings for the holidny scason.
With all of you, we fervently hope and pray that the New Year will
bring peace on carth and good will to all mankingd.

Sincerely,
DUDLEY and M-
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