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4 NORMAIL SCHOOIL RECORDER

The object in having the aiming point a long way off is to
make it so small that there will be only a point. Then we
draw a circle. The guns should be the center of the circle
and the point A should fall in the circumference. D will not
fall in the circumference, but the line joining D with
the center (guns) will intersect the circumference . The
size of the angle at this point of intersection M between
the line of intersection and the line drawn to the
enemy, A, can easily be calculated and the guns be pointed
in the right direction. This is known as the deflection and
is always figured clockwise. Degrees are called mils for
some reason or another and there are 360 mils in a circle.
The distance from the guns to the enemy is not known but
can be guessed at fairly accurately by comparing that dis-
tance with the distance from the guns to the aiming point,
D, which is known. Then one shot is fired long, or so it
will hit beyond the mark. The men at B report where the
shot hits. The next shot is fired short, or to hit between
the guns and the enemy and the men at B report to the
Commander. .The third shot is expected to hit the target if
the caleulations are accurate. Each ghell has a timing
apparatus on it and this can be set so the shell will explode
on the ground or in the air. It is most effective when set to
explode about two feet above the ground. B reports this
also.

I don’t imagine you will get very much out of this as
I know so little about it that I cannot explain it very clearly.
I hope to know more before I get out of the army.

Martin Moe wcrites:

“If the war lasts all next year, there will be five of the
Moe boys after the Kaiser’s scalp, and all of us expect to
go for a touch-down and to come back with a home-run and
final victory for humanity. The times are trying, but, after
all, the greatest thing in life is to sacrifice for the upbuilding
of good fellowship and brotherhood of man,—not only in
one nation, but in the World. The best thing to do is to
do our BIT and the sooner we do it, the sooner will this
terrible slaughter end.”



NORMAIL SCHOOIL RECORDER 5

From Camp Lewis, Washington, comes the following word
from William Moe:

“Well, here I am. The life is O. K. I am busy. I take
French at the Y. M. C. A. Perhaps I shall take German, too.
I shall soon teach in evening school. I’ve been appointed
temporary corporal. I may get into the band.”

Extract from a letter from John Vogel, stationed at Kelly
Field, 73d Aero Squadron, San Antonio, Texas.

There are nine thousand men now on the field. They
are divided into squadrons, which consist of 150 men each.
Each squadron has its officers and athletic directors. We
get drilled about four hours per day in preparation for
going abroad. You see in case the front ranks are pushed
back to the aero field, everyone must grab a gun. From each
squadron, fliers are picked. I am in the 73d and so are
Henning Erickson and Mr. H. Markus. I am not doing any
work except drill, coaching football, and the daily routine.
I have filed my application for 1st Lieutenancy and a flying
one at that. Mr. Erickson has filed for a non-flying com-
mission. We shall, if we pass both the physical and mental
tests, which are very hard, be sent to school for two months.
To be a flyer, one must have the sixth sense, or sense of
equilibrium. About 80% fall down on this last test. The
applicant, after being examined and found “perfect” is put
into a revolving chair and whirled in different directions.
The eyes are supposed to take a rotary movement caused by
some fluid in the ear. He is also made to walk a straight
line while dizzy, or stand on one foot and quickly touch the
end of his nose. It seems foolish, but careful tests must be
made to prevent accidents. I have seen many falls taken
here on the field not 1,000 feet away. Some of the boys are
working at the mechanical side of it. We shall be liable at
any time to fly.

We sleep on canvas cots which are covered by a mattress
filled with straw and we have three woolen blankets; but
we have to make some kind of a pillow ourselves. We arise
at 5:20 by the bugle and are given ten minutes to dress. We



