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THE KORMALIA. 3 

thread are divided into two groups, viz., 
the Supernatural and the Natural. The 
Spir it and the Nymph beiong in the Super
natural group; the Lady and the two broth
ers in the Natural group. There is only 
one group of characters, Comus and his 
Crew, in the Sensuous thread. 

The Attendant Spirit is represented as 
speaking in the opening lines of the poem. 
In his speech the earthly and the heavenly 
are contrasted. He declares that there are 
some people in this world who strive to live 
pure, g-oocl iives; that his mission is to aid 
such :'~ople and but for them he would not 
soil J, , heavenly robes by descending to this 
eartt:. 

T} : · Spirit disguises himself as a shepherd 
beca'.: ;e in these clays God works through 
hum,· :1 agents. He does not appear in a 
burn;;1g bush or cloud of fire as in the days 
of ok.. The Spirit symbolizes the inclination 
of the individual to do righte. Divine as
sistance is sent to aid those who strive to 
strengthen the element of good in their 
natures and the effort they make increases 
the virtue. 

The poet uses the Earl of Bridgewater to 
represent the Sovereign of the Universe, 
and his children the human race. In the 
journey through life each one will meet 
temptations but if he resists them as the 
Lady did, there will be a triumphant home
coming £or him also. 

The two brothers take opposite views 
of life. The elder brother is an optimist, 
the second is a pessimist. They made a 
mistake in allowing the Lady to become 
separated from them and suffer for it in 
their anxiety concerning her safety. The 
poet uses this as a device to show that there 
are times when the individual must stand 
alone and decide for himself as the Lady 
does in her argument 'Nith Comus. Comus, 
the child of Bacchus and Circe, is the union 
of intemperance and deceit, and represents 
all evil. The means evil uses to accomplish 
its designs are hypocrisy, flattery and deceit. 
Comus uses all of these in his efforts to in-

duce the Lady to join him and hi~ crew in 
their revelries. vVhen she refuses, he tries 
to show her that her philosophy is at fault. 
Comus uses the argument that all persons. 
use who wish to indulge the senses. He 
takes a truth and twists it to suit his purpose .. 
The lady does not object to having proper 
food, clothing and enjoyments; but her 
tempter tries to make her feel that she i 
ungrateful to the giver of all these gifts be
cause she refuses to indulge to excess in 
such pleasures. As she still resists, he pre
tends that the drink is a medicine which 
will drive away what he claims is a melan
choly mood. The Crew of Comus repre
sent those who have passed over from good 
to evil; they cannot see how depraved they 
are. 

The thing which makes the "Mask of 
Comus" a work of art and not a mere mor
al lesson is the fact that a beautiful idea is 
embodied in this concrete sensuous form, 

EMERSON'S ESSAY ON "BEHAV
IOR." 

BY A PUPIL, 

In th_is essay the author has set forth the 
theme of manners or behavior. He has. 
treated a general not a particular idea, his 
aim being to show, not the manners of some 
one person, of a certain class, or of a nal:ion, 
but of all people at all times. H is process 
is, therefore, Exposition for by it a general 
idea is set forth. 

The writer has not presented a particular 
idea and set it clearly before the mind of 
the reader bv means of its attributes and. 
spatial parts as is done in Description, nor has 
he set forth a particular idea as changing in 
time, with one event succeeding another as 
in Narration but he has set forth a general 
idea usmg the discourse process of Exposi
tion. 

Each general idea or notion has two 
phases, that of content and that of extent 
and Exposition is but the setting forth of 
these two phases of a gener,rl idea. 
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By the content ot an idea or of a class of 
objects is meant the num ber of attributes 
which are foun d in each individual which 
g oes to make up the class or idea, but by 
the extent we me'ln the number of individu
als comprising the idea or forming the class. 

To present the general idea, behavior, the 
author must, therefore, present the content 
and exten t of the idea and in order to do this 
he utilizes various means. 

To present the content the writer uses 
Definition which is the process of presenting 
the universal and particular phases of a class. 
T he universal phase is presented by refer
ring· it to the next higher class to which it 
belongs for the purpose of giving exactness 
to the de fi ni tion and the particular phase of 
the idea is given by presenting the particu
lar attributes of this class, the attributes com
mon to the individuals ofthis class only. 

The author uses this process when he 
says: "Manner are factitious, and grow out 
of circumstance as well as out of character." 
The universai phase is given when he as
signs "manners" to the class of "factitious" 
things and lie gives the particular phase in 
saying they "gro w out of circumstance and 
out_ of charac.er ;" "manners," then, _ belong 
to that class of "factitious" things which 
"grow out of circumstance and out of ch ar
acte r." 

Emersun again uses definition w hen he 
writes " society is the stage on which man
ners a re shown." The universal phase is 
shown by s,iying that "society" is the " stage," 
and the particular phase is gi ven by limit ing 
th is to "the stage on which manne rs are 
shown ." 

These are but examples of the manner in 
wh ir,h t he autho r has repeatedly u sed this 
process to present the two phases ,_,f the 
content of the idea. 

The extent has been presen ted by means 
of d ivision ,vhich sets fo rth the parts of the 
ide a but, unlike Partition which presents the 
parts of the individual, it deals wi th the parts 
ot the class . In divi sion the classes are di
vided upon some definite basis into the sub-

classes composing it and these sub-classes 
are frequently divided again. 

In this essay E merson divides behavior 
into good and bad behavior and th e last 
named class he again clivides, mentioning 
the "con tradictors and railers," the "over
bold" the "persevering talker," the "pitiers 
of themselves," the "frivolous class," and the 
''monotones," sayrng they are "rude, cynical, 
restless and frivolous person s who prey upo n 
the re st and whom a public opinion concen 
trated into good manners can reach." In 
this he gi,·es the basis of his division. 

To set for th the content and extent of a 
class Comparison and Contrast may be used 
and one author employs this process when 
he compares "eyes" to "lions" by saying: 
"Eyes are as bold as lions, roving, run uing, 
leaping, here and there, far and near." 

In this comparison the laws of Comparison 
and Contrast are fulfilled for, as the law of 
Selection requires, only tho-ie attribu te:s; ;:om
mon to all memhers of the class have been 
used and noce but essenti al attributes have 
been mentioned. The law of Method, too, 
has been follo\,·ed a::-· the attributes are given 
in their r elation to each other; and as the 
last law, that of Completeness, dema nds, all 
the attributes necess: iry to make clear the 
likeness are given. 

The author has used this process of Com
parison and Contrast many times and he is 
always, as in th is case, mindful of the laws 

governing the process. 

Exemplification is t he name of another 
prucess which has been used to set before us 
the content of th e class. By it one or 
more of the inclivid uals of the class a re util
ized to ,; how the g eneral characteristics of 
the class. The laws of this process a re 
three, U nity , Method and Completeness. The 
author uses this process Lo show that "tender 
men sometimes have strong wills" present
ing an old Massachuse tts sta tesman who 
could never control his voice when speak-

lDJ. 

The ::,ut lio r. in this instance of exemplifi 
cation does not mean to convey the idea that 

• 


