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4 THE

NORMALIA.

By the content ot an idea or of a class of
objects is meant the number of attributes
which are found in each individual which
goes to make up the class or idea, but by
the extent we mean the number of individu-
als comprising the idea or forming the class.

To present the general idea, behavior, the
author must, therefore, present the content
and extent of the idea andin order to do this
he utilizes various means.

To present the content the writer uses
Definition which is the process of presenting
the universal and particular phases of a class.
The universal phase is presented by refer-
ring it to the next higher class to which it
belongs for the purpose of giving exactness
to the definition and the particular phase of
the idea is given by presenting the particu-
lar attributes of this class, the attributes com-
mon to the individuals of this class only.

The author uses this process when he
says:
of circumstance as well as out of character.”

“Manner are factitious, and grow out

The universal phase is given when he as-
signs “manners” to the class of ¢“factitious”
things and he gives the particular phase in
saying they “grow out of circumstance and
out of character;” “manners,” then, belong
to that class of <factitious” things' which
“grow out of circumstance and out of char-
acter.”

Emerson again uses definition when he
writes “society is the stage on which man-

ners are shown.”

The universal phase is
shown by saying that “society” is the ¢“stage,”
and the particular phase is given by limiting
this to ¢“the stage on which manners are
shown.”

These are but examples of the manner in
which the author has repeatedly used this
process to present the two phases of the
content of the idea.

The extent has been presented by means
of division which sets forth the parts of the
idea but, unlike Partition which presents the
parts of the individual, it deals with the parts
of the class. In division the classes are di-
~ vided upon some definite basis into the sub-

classes composing it and these sub-classes
are frequently divided again.

In this essay Emerson divides behavior
into good and bad behavior and the last
named class he again divides, mentioning
the “contradictors and railers,” the ¢over-
bold” the “persevering talker,” the “pitiers
of themselves,” the “frivolous class,” and the
“monotones,” saymng they are “rude, cynical,
restless and frivolous persons who prey upon
the rest and whom a public opinion concen-
trated into good manners can reach.” In
this he gives the basis of his division.

To set forth the content and extent of a
class Comparison and Contrast may be used
and one author employs this process when
he compares “eyes” to “lions” by saying:
«Eyes are as bold as lions, roving, runuing,
leaping, here and there, far and near.”

In this comparison the laws of Comparison
and Contrast are fulfilled for, as the law of
Selection requires, only those attributes com-
mon to all members of the class have been
used and nore but essential attributes have
been mentioned. The law of Method, too,
has been followed ar the attributes are given
in their relation to each other; and as the
last law, that of Completeness, demands, all
the attributes necessary to make clear the
likeness are given.

The author has used this process of Com-
parison and Contrast many times and he is
always, as in this case, mindful of the laws
governing the process.

Exemplification is the name of another
process which has been used to set before us
the content of the class. By it one or
more of the individuals of the class are util-
ized to show the general characteristics of
the class. The laws of this process are
three, Unity, Methodand Completeness. The
author uses this process to show that «“tender
men sometimes have strong wills” present-
ing an old Massachusetts statesman who
could never control his voice when speak-
ing.

The author in this instance of exemplifi-
cation does not mean to convey the idea that



