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.J 
SummaryOF M THODOLOGY SCSU STUDENT POL ITICAL SOC I ALIZATI ON SURVEY 2 /86 

Under the direct i on of Dr. Steve Frank(SCSU Assoc i ate Pr ofessor o f Po l it ical 
Science) a bout 60 students i n t wo of his i n troduct ory c l asses of American 
Na tional Government conducte□ a telephone survey of current l y enro ll ed SCSU 
students f rom February 2-6, 1986. Class members had the option of 
part ici pating i n the survey or doing another proJect. A majority chose the 
survey option. Last year Fran 's students conducted two l ess rigorous 
te l ephone surveys that were used as pretests for t h is st udy. 

Th e purpose of the survey was t o e xam ine some aspects of the politica l 
tol erance of SCSU students and th e ir political socia lization. Most questions 
were adopt e d from prev iously admi nistered nationa l and l oca l st ud ies. 
Severa l steps were taken to ensure that the te l ephone survey samp l e was a 
true scientific r a ndom sample of SCSU students w o were enro ll ed wi nter 
q uarter 19B5/1986. Admin istrat i ve Serv i ces randomly drew the names of 
s tudents with telephones who were currently enro ll ed. Graduate, specia l and 
part-t ime students were inc l uded . 7 14 numbers were drawn . The dis osit i on of 
the n umbers was: 

465 comp l eted i n terviews · 
44 students contacted and refused 
92 cou l d not be reached( I n order t o reach hard- t o get 

st udents each number was ca led up to fo ur times 
over different days . Long di stance num bers were 
inc l uded. Appo i ntments were made when necessary. ) 

58 no answers 
9 ot her 

26 out of area s uch as in England 
3 not attend ing SCSU 

17 not wo r king numbers 

7 14 

I n samples of 465 comoleted i nt erviews the overa ll error due to samp ling and 
o ther ran dom effects is estimated at a ppo ximate l y pl us/minus 5% at the 95%
l eve l of confi dence. For subsampl es, such as ma l es a nd f ema l es the samp l e 
error is larger. The characteristics o f the sample matched the 
charact eristics of t he l arger popu l a tion so we ll that no we ighting proced ure 
was employed. The complet ion r ate for the survey was 9 1.5¼. Completion rate 
is defi ned as onc e a student was contacted he or she a greed or refused to 
participat e i n t he survey. 

The following is a breakdown of the demo graph i c character i stics compared to 
population c haracterist ics supplied by the SCSU Office o f I nstitutional 
Studies . 

Ma l es 
Females 

Sample SCSU_Population 
46% 48%
54 52 

Class_Standing( There are some minor differnces between the survey's 
c l assi fication of st udents, such as spec i a l students, and the procedure used 
by I nst . Studies) 
Freshmen 24% 27%
Sophomores 
J uniors 
Sen iors 
Fifth Year & Spec i al 
Graduate Students 

23 
21 
20 

3 
9%

22 
20 
18 

4 
9%



Student Major by College (Th e survey only cl assified one major wn1 l e inst. 
Studies count s double majors. Also th e survey counted intended maJors within 
a college while I nst. Studies is more likely to count these as undecided.) 

Col l ege of Business 
Ed ucation 
Fi ne Arts & Human. 
Science & Tech . 
Social Sciences 
None/Other 

Residence 
ive i n Dorms 

Walking Distance of Campus 
Commute 
Other 

311-
18 
1 1 
16 

9 
151-

261-
38 
35 
(11-

25¼ 
18 
1~ C 

18 
9 

18 

251-
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 

E1ligi2n<No 
Catholic 
Lutheran 
Baptist 
Presbyterian 
Methodist 
Episcopalian 
Other Prot. 
None 

university information avai l ab l e for the following.) 
491-

Other 

Born_Again 
Yes 
No 

23 

7 w 

5 
( 1 
3 
9 
41-

151-
851-

Rouoh_Measure_of_Political_Part~ ~ffiliation 
Republican 261-
Democrat 
I nde pendent 
Something e l se 
Don't know/other 

22 
37 

9 
61-

Rouoh _Measure_of_Student's_Self-Described_Political_Ideoloo~ 
Very conservative 41-
Somewhat conservative 18 
Mod erat e 
Somewhat liberal 
Very liberal 
Don't know/other 

40 
30 

6 

' 
' 

The t ota survey consisted of 54 questions. Further mater i al on the survey's 
methodology and findings are availab l e by contacting Dr. Steve Frank. 

DR. STEVE FRANK IS A MEMBER OF THE MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF PUBL I C OPINION 
RESEARCH <M.A.P.O.R.) AND THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATI ON OF PUBLIC OPINION 
RESEARCH AND SUBSCRIBES TO THE CODE OF ETHI CS OF THE A.A.P.O.R. 
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