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Appendix G: Fifth Grade Student Survey Results Round 1 
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Appendix H: Fifth Grade Student Survey Results Round 2 
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Appendix I: School A MAT 7 Assessment Results 
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Appendix J: School A STAR Assessment Data 
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Appendix K: Third Grade PLC Cycle Reading 

SCIP Goal/Strategy: Increase Critical Thinking Skills Through 
Questioning and Discussion  
 

MN Standard(s): 3.1.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g their 
traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events 

 

S.M.A.R.T Goal(s): Of the students who achieved STEP 5-7, 8% 
scored proficient on the comprehension questions. Using 
multiple strategies, 51% of students will be proficient as 
measured the Winter STEP assessment tool.  

Assess Learning Needs 

Define levels of proficiency (Beginning, Developing, Proficient, 

Exceeding) prior to administering the assessment.  

Exceeding Proficient Developing Beginning Need More Time 
Score or 

Percentage Range 
(E) 

Score or 
Percentage 
Range (P) 

Score or 
Percentage 
Range (D) 

Score or 
Percentage 
Range (B) 

Score or 
Percentage Range 

(N) 

 
 
 
7-8 answers (88% - 
100%) answers 
correct 

6 answers (75%) 
correct 

4-5 answers (50% 
- 62%) answers 
correct 

2-3 answers (25% 
- 37%) correct 

0-1  13% - 0%) 
answers correct 

 

Use the  Data Collection Tool for Problem Solving and DuFour’s 

Action Cycles to chart and analyze the data. 

Where are my students/participants now? 

Oral comprehension was higher than silent comprehension; factual questions are higher 

than critical thinking; inferential is lower; answering wrong question (why vs what) 

 

How is race influencing my data? 

Asian students have difficulty with critical thinking questions; 18 out of 26 students in this 

subgroup are Asian 

https://docs.google.com/a/stpaul.k12.mn.us/spreadsheets/d/1bcvIqkOf4gYzhPynsr2_nR_5hQugroIIUGTqiHFxZmQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/stpaul.k12.mn.us/spreadsheets/d/1bcvIqkOf4gYzhPynsr2_nR_5hQugroIIUGTqiHFxZmQ/edit?usp=sharing


60 
 

Determine Focus 

Where do we want students/participants to be? 

read independently and interpret the story; characters actions influence/affect the 

sequence of events; hold onto the story independently; pay attention to the character 

development/motivation/traits/big picture; answer the written comprehension questions 

with accuracy; put all of the pieces together to answer critical thinking questions 

 

What do individuals or groups already know based on the assessment data? 

they know how to find factual answers; know how to look back into the text for text 

evidence; know how to problem solve unfamiliar words; accuracy and rate is good; know 

what characters are feeling, but not why;  

 

What do individuals or groups need to work on based on the assessment data? 

inferential thinking and using characters’ wants/actions/traits to make the inferences 

 

Create a Plan 

How are we going to get there?  Ensure strategies integrate culturally responsive 

teaching practices (CRT) and Personalized Learning Essentials (PL Essentials).  

 

● Use Guided Questions 

○ What does the character want? 

○ What does the character do to satisfy that want? 

○ Why does the character do ______?  -- The character wants _____  

○ What happened after the character _______? 

○ What happened as a result of the character’s actions?Because ____ 

then _________. 

○ Why is that important? 

○ What in the story makes you think that? 

○ What are the character’s traits? 

○ What trait goes along with the character’s actions? 

● Anchor Charts 

○ Character Motivation graphic 2.0 

● Graphic Organizers 

● Re-read with a different focus 

 

 

https://equity.spps.org/uploads/document_1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/a/stpaul.k12.mn.us/file/d/0B9IOCvyg64s3N0NGVzVOWTRCd28/view?usp=sharing
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Learn, Apply, Reflect 

Are we on track?  What evidence from student/participant work suggests the 

strategy is effective? 

 We developed four questions (inferential, critical thinking) because students were  not 

giving detail in their answers to higher level thinking ques. These ques. were based on the 

Mondo storybook Lionel and Amelia. They were progressing toward the goal, but not 

achieving the goal. But the inferential and crit. thinking ques. were not be addressed fully 

by the students.  

The components of our plan listed above were helpful. We used the guiding questions, 

anchor charts and graphic org. during both shared and guided reading.  

 

What evidence from student/participant work suggests the strategy is ineffective? 

What adjustments are needed? It appeared that some students needed more time to  

practice and incorporate these strategies. Some students struggled at being able to 

verbalize their thinking. Talking chips (each student received 2 talking chips/popsicle 

sticks) to monitor student responses and encourage them to talk. Modified turn and talk 

2.0 could be used. 

 

 

Evaluate the Learning 

Have we made a difference?  What is the assessment data telling us? 

Students who achieved a STEP  higher on Winter STEP were able to correctly answer 

oral comprehension questions.We went from 8% prof. or higher to 38% prof. or higher.  

We noticed that the students who were in the “Needs more time” or “Beginning” 

categories on the Fall STEP decreased from 46% to 27%, indicating that 19% of these 

kids moved up. 

 

How is race influencing my data? 

Our Asian students went from 0% proficient or higher to 39% proficient or higher, our 

African-American students went from 20% proficient or higher to 40% proficient or higher. 

Our white students (one student total) went from 0% proficient or higher to 100% 

proficient.  
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Appendix L: Fifth Grade PLC Cycle Reading 

SCIP Goal/Strategy:  Reading:  Increase from 27% to 
37% proficiency on Reading MCA test in Spring. 

 

MN Standard(s): 

5.1.1.1 Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences. 

S.M.A.R.T Goal(s): 

The number of students scoring proficient on 
comprehension conversation (DNA 5) will 
increase from 6% to 100% by the winter STEP 
assessment.  

 

Assess Learning Needs 

Define levels of proficiency (Beginning, Developing, Proficient, 

Exceeding) prior to administering the assessment.  

Exceeding Proficient Developing Beginning Need More Time 
Score or 

Percentage Range 
(E) 

Score or 
Percentage 
Range (P) 

Score or 
Percentage 
Range (D) 

Score or 
Percentage 
Range (B) 

Score or 
Percentage Range 

(N) 

 
 
6 comprehension 
questions correct 
 
 

5 comprehension 
questions correct 

3-4 
comprehension 
questions correct 

1-2 
comprehension 
questions correct 

0 comprehension 
questions correct 

 

Use the  Data Collection Tool for Problem Solving and DuFour’s 

Action Cycles to chart and analyze the data. 

Where are my students/participants now? 

https://docs.google.com/a/stpaul.k12.mn.us/spreadsheets/d/1fWzVehaKqg-H_s0DrAelIvVC1LeGxgcgxRkT_wG2V5U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/stpaul.k12.mn.us/spreadsheets/d/1fWzVehaKqg-H_s0DrAelIvVC1LeGxgcgxRkT_wG2V5U/edit?usp=sharing
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Students who DID NOT achieve STEP 5 on the 

STEP assessment in the Fall. 

 

How is race influencing my data? 

Roughly half of student focus group are ELL 

students; 4 students in focus group are African 

American. 

 

Determine Focus 

Where do we want students/participants to be? 

All students in focus group will go up at least 1 STEP level by the Winter Assessment. 

 

What do individuals or groups already know based on the assessment data? 

Basic decoding skills and word solving (CVC); know basic text features/concepts of print; 

proficient in reading rate and accuracy(16/16); most students (13/16) in focus group 

passed developmental spelling. 

 

What do individuals or groups need to work on based on the assessment data? 

Focus group students need to work on inferencing and critical thinking; endurance and 

interpretation; increased text/page; fluency (5/16); comprehension (1/16). 

 

Create a Plan 

How are we going to get there?  Ensure strategies integrate culturally responsive 

teaching practices (CRT) and Personalized Learning Essentials (PL Essentials).  

  

Teaching strategies include small cooperative guided groups, student-led discussions, 

higher level questions, and citing evidence to support opinions. Develop guided reading 

lesson as a team for this group of students using Milo and the Fire Engine Parade. 

Implement student voice and choice through the utilization of Newsela. Students will 

select an article, at their lexile level, to read and discuss. Use Newsela quiz as an exit 

slip/informal assessment. 

https://equity.spps.org/uploads/document_1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/a/stpaul.k12.mn.us/file/d/0B9IOCvyg64s3N0NGVzVOWTRCd28/view?usp=sharing
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Determine Focus 

Where do we want students/participants to be? 

Proficient in multiples and factors in order to find common denominators and to 

reduce/simplify as needed. 

 

What do individuals or groups already know based on the assessment data? 

They can add and subtract with common denominators.  

 

What do individuals or groups need to work on based on the assessment data? 

Finding common denominators; simplify fractions; multiples; factors 

 

Create a Plan 

How are we going to get there?  Ensure strategies integrate culturally responsive 

teaching practices (CRT) and Personalized Learning Essentials (PL Essentials).  

 

We will use Kahn Academy, Ten Marks and iXL on the iPads for personalized learning in 

addition and subtraction of fractions, mixed numbers, equivalents and real world 

problems. Teacher will display on Promethean, students will show their work in the math 

notebooks and then discuss. Use grid paper to help line up place value for addition and 

subtraction of decimals and teach the “magic zero place holder”. Use pattern blocks and 

unifix cubes to conceptualize borrowing from the whole when subtracting fractions. Using 

5th grade fraction manipulatives from the Fraction Training. 

 

After students receive direct instruction on the computation associated with the real work 

problems students will engage in “Problem Solver”  to enhance and reinforce their 

problem solving skills. 

 

 

Are we on track?  What evidence from student/participant work suggests the 

strategy is effective? 

Yes we feel we are in track - checking in with students daily and hearing, “Ah Yeah - I Get 

It Now!!”  Also hearing students say, “This is Fun!!”  Seeing students teaching other 

students the steps of finding common denominators/multiples. Exit slips.  

 

 


