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a SCSU Sidebar Winter 1987 

One merger at a time! 

PR agency credits quality for Midwest success 
by Dean Peters 

Dave Mona, Scott Meyer and 
Dennis McGrath. 

They might not be the Three 
Amigos , but you can bet they 
are probably the hottest public 
relations practitioners this side of 
the Mississippi. 

These three men have a list of 
cred~mtials that read like the ac­
complishments of six seasoned 
professionals. 

Their public relations agency is 
currently the largest in the Up­
per Midwest and one of the 
fastest growing in the country, 
thanks to the recent merger with 
Dorn Swenson Meyer 

Was it fate or destiny that 
brought these journalist majors 
from the University of Minnesota 
together? Who knows? It is ap­
parent, however, that their 
skills , backgrounds and 
knowledge have set them apart 
from the rest in the field . 

1 heir success began when 
Mona, chief executive officer, 
worked as a reporter and editor 
for WCCO radio. He then mov­
ed to the Minneapolis Tribune 
where he covered the Min­
nesota Twins. 

"I left the newspaper in 1969 for 
a variety of reasons," Mona 

said. 'There were a lot of things 
I wanted to do but couldn't 
because I was a reporter I was 
frustrated." 

Eventually, he formed his own 
company, David L. Mona and 
Associates, in 1981. It was a 
two-person public relations 
agency with a single client; 
Toro. 

Enter Dennis McGrath. 

McGrath had long been a friend, 
colleague and competitor of 
Mona's. The two men had often 
talked of becoming business 
partners. 

Soon after that, McGrath left 
Doremus & Company to join 
Mona and become the agency's 
president. 

Mona credits McGrath for play­
ing a major role in its early 
success. 

"When Denny joined us, a lot of 
clients came with him," Mona 
said. "We added clients-like First 
Bank System, Stigar Tractors, 
Pillsbury, Health One, Limaur 
and other major clients." 

By 1984, Mona & McGrath 
grew 164 percent and was the 
fastest growing agency in 
America, according to McGrath. 

Within two years, Mona and 
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McGrath were prepared to ex­
pand. After negotiating with 
friends at Dorn Swenson Meyer, 
the two agencies merged in Oc­
tober and became the second 
largest firm in the Twin Cities. 

Enter Scott Meyer. 

"It certainly was the right thing 
to do," said Meyer, chairman 
and chief operating-officer. "I've 
known Dave and Dennis for 
years and we've always shared 
the same set of values so we 
knew from the beginning it 
would be a good fit ." 

"We've really become the hot 
shop in town because of the 
quality of work we do here," 
McGrath said. 

"Quality is something we put an 
enormous amount of emphasis 
on," Meyer said. "It starts with 
the quality of the people that we 
have on staff." 

The firm operates out of two of­
fices. Mona and Meyer work at 
the firm 's headquarters at 8400 
Normandale Lake Boulevard in 
Bloomington while McGrath 
works at 701 4th Ave. S.- in 
downtown Minneapolis. 

"We felt that there were so 
many major businesses concen­
trated in downtown Minneapolis 
Agency continued on Page 21 

"We've become the hot shop in town because of the quality of work 
we do here," said Dennis McGrath, Mona, Meyer & McGrath agency 
president. 
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