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6 THE NORMALIA 

the kingdom of God in a heathen lands, exactly what should be done in all 
and in testimony thereof they strewed cases. Which will help you most?" 
the Spanish two-thirds of the Ameri- Those who seek child study in order 
can continents with the most pious to find positive rules for governing and 
'nomenclature of history, "Salvador," teaching children, are looking in the • 
Maria and saints having pretty nearly wrong direction. Normal school note
a monopoly of the map. But in reality books on methods have for years given 

absolute directions based on such fixed 
the Spaniards were thirsting for sudden 

and immutable truth that if they did 
riches, and spent more energy,. on gold not work, no sane teacher could sus-

. bullion than on prayer. Coming nearer pect that it was the fault of the rule. 
home, we are often prone to think of Scientific investigators are now de
New England as founded for religious termining facts about children, not 
speculation, devotion and church-going rules for dealing with them; and the 
only. But this is far from true. To be facts daily coming to light make the 
sure, the P,uritan prayed and preached teacher less and kss positive as to 
dili gently on the Sabbath of 36 hours what are the "best methods." 
as he plowed and hewed on the five and The basis for the study for this month 
adapted themselves to their environ- on some phenomena of motor develop
ments. Thus we may then look upon ment is laid in the work suggested for 
the Teutonic Era, th-e age ot the early last month, found in Donaldson, Hal-

eek and Krohn in their discussions of colonists of America. A business ag·e, 
the nervous system. thoroughly alive to the value of prop-

Perhaps the best aid that can be 
erty and devoting its best energy to- given our correspondence clubs will be 
wards amassing it; hard, often cruel to outline some of the laws of the nerv-
generally coarse grained, and almost ous system which torm the nucleus of 
totally devoid · of aesthetic cul- the studies in this direction. Many of 
ture and artistic tastes, but terribly in these laws are late discoveries. 
earnest about something- -though it r. The fundamental nervous system 
otten did not know what; and with a· must be distinguished from the acces
boundless amount of energy and virilit y, sory. The fundamental nervous sys
animal and . spiritual, that augured tern governs, through the large pyr
well for the future. amidal cells in the third layer of 

Motor Development. 

A young lady, after re·ading a study 
on children's lies by a prominent scien
tist, said in a disappointed tone: "But 
he doesn't tell you wha! to do with 
children who lie." She was directed 
to an ancient book bf advice to teach
ers, with the remark: "That tells you 

the cortex, the coarser movements of 
head and limbs. The accessory system 
controls all the delicate movements 
of the eye, vocal organs and fingers; 
all refined, co-ordinated movements. 
The fundamental system develops first. 
The accessory system is not even ready 
to be used at the age of five and six, 
and reaches its full development at a 
much later period. 

2. Fine work in writing, drawing, 
making, and the reading of ordinary 
print before the nervous centers are 
ready, may produce permanent injury. 
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· 3. · Pur.poseless movements of chil
dren, or automatisms, :ire of two kinds: 
a. Those _ which result from trying to 
do work for which the nervous system 
is not prepared. These are signs of 
fatigue. b. Automatisms due to sur
plus nervous energy,· overflowing be
cause it has not sufficient outlet in .the 
present occupation. 

· 4. Sensory devdopment/ is in ad-
vance of motor development, and m 
a sense produces the latter. 

_A child surrounded by products of 
any kind soon produces in that direc
tion. The future artist should early 
be surrounded by works of art, 
· 5. Motor development must react 

on sensory development to produce 
good results-the circuit must be com
plete. 

"Endeavor to bring a motor element 
into every school exercise," says Dr. 
Hall. 

See Dr. Warner on the use of physi
cal exercise to awaken brain. He says: 
"You should no more , wantonly arrest 
a child's · activity without due cause, 
than throw a stone at an animal with
out cause, or destroy a flower because 
you do not see any use in it." 

6. Angelo Mosso has discovered 
methods of measuring brain fatigue by 
measuring the muscular power in a 
grip of the hand or in a finger. Fatigue 
may also be measured by the power to 
discriminate pressure sensations. 

7. Fatigue has three clegrees; ( 1.) 

Beine- tired; (2.) Exhilaration when we 
are really more fatigued, but feel ready 
for work; (3.) Insanity or nervous 
prostration. 

The first stage is healthy, the second 
dangerous, leading insensibly into the 
third. 

8. The image ofthe act produces the 
act in the mind of a littlC: child. "All 
education is to teach inhibition."-Dr. 
K;rohn. 

9. Movements are accident,.i.l before 
they can be voluntary. Play helps the 
child discover movements which are 
afterwards useful to him. 

Will the corre!!pondence clubs send 
some practical applications of these 
nine laws to their own school work? 

REFERENCES, 

These may be found in the books 
mentioned in November. 

I. How to Study Children--Francis 
Warner. 

Mental Faculty by the same ~uthor 
1s published by Macmillan. Price 
ninety cents. It contains much of the 
same matter. 

2. Preliminary Study of Motor 
Ability--John A. Hancock. Ped. Sem, 
Vol. III. No. 1. 

3. Accurate Tests for Child Study 
-E. W. Scripture. Trans. Ill. Soc. 
Vol. I. No. 2. 

Test on dermal pressure may be used 
as tests of fatigue. 

4. Aimless Activity of Children
Thaddeus L. Bolton. T~ans. Ill. Soc. 
Vol. I. No. 2. 

5. The suggestibility of Children
Maurice H. Small. Ped. Sem. Vol. IV. 
No. 3. 

6. Imitation m .Children-Ellen M. 
Haskell. Ped. Sem. Vol. IH. No. 1. 

7. _ Mirror Writing and Left-Hand
edness-M. Strack. Ped. Sem. Vol. 
III. I. 

8. Intellectual Habits of Cornell 
Students-Earl Barnes. Stanford 
Studies in Education, No. 5. 

ADDITIONAL REFERENCES, 

I. Physical Expression; Its Modes 
and Principles-Dr. Francis Warner. 
D. Appleton & Co. $1.7 5. · 

2. Power Through Repose-Annie 
Payson Call. Roberts Bros., pp. 169. 
$1.00. 

3. Nervous Diseases of School Chil
dren-Dr. W. ,0. Krohn. Child Study 
Monthly, Vol. 1. No. 10. 


