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OUTLOOK SPRING 2004

SCSU NEWS

SCSU addressing dearth of leaders in
Minnesota schools with new master’s programs

» A program aimed at developing leaders for the state’s
colleges and universities, which is being piloted spring
semester, is the second new master’s launched by SCSU in
the last year to address a shortage of educational leaders.

The program is designed to develop the skills needed for
leadership success in four-year, community, and technical
colleges and universities. Students are trained in
leadership, the law, research design and execution,
community relations, finance, and personnel and
supervision. The program is attracting students interested in
careers as program directors, chairs, deans, vice-presidents
and presidents.

» A year 2000 survey indicated that 85 percent of the state’s
principals and superintendents planned to refire between
2000 and 2005, driving demand for programs that allow
educators to go back to school to earn
principal or superintendent
licensure.

SCSU now has a master’s
program that meets the
requirements for licensure for
K-12 school principals, special
education directors, school district
superintendents, and community
education directors. The SCSU
courses are offered in Bemidji,
Pipestone and Montevideo for the
convenience of participants who
have fulltime jobs.

SCSU weather forecasting game opened fo all

Think you can forecast better than the weatherman?
Here's your chance: a weather forecasting exercise that
gives meteorology students hands-on application of

their class work is now open to everyone.

The SCSU forecast game has been an integral part of
student course work since 1988. Students work with
faculty to issue two-day forecasts for St. Cloud high and
low temperatures, the probability (in tenths of a percent)
of measurable rainfall, the probability of at least one-
quarter inch of rain, and the amount of snowfall in the next
four 12-hour periods.

The activity helps students and their professors assess how much
meteorology theory they have learned and can apply to real
weather situations. The forecasting game has also been used by
the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences to identify
advanced students for special projects. As an example, high
game scores helped two SCSU students become forecasters for
Minnesota Golf Association events last summer.

Everyone is eligible to play the game. To sign up, visit
hitp://www 1 stcloudstate.edu/forecast/default.asp.

Sharing historic photos with everyone in the state

SCSU, as a member of the Minnesota Digital Library Coalition
(MDLC), has been awarded a grant of almost $300,000 by the
Minnesota Department of Education. The funding will allow the
MDLC to create “Minnesota Reflections,” a project to digitize and
make accessible fo the public more than 6,000 unique
photographs held by historical societies, libraries and other
collections across the state.

To develop “Minnesota Reflections,” coalition
members will seek out photos taken before
1908. Digital versions of the photos and
information about them will be put on a
publicly accessible computer network to be
developed by MDLC.



About as close to the
real thing as you can get

Again this spring, students from SCSU
and area colleges have an opportunity
to experience a professional caliber
conference where research and creative
projects are shared with peers.

During the all-day Student Research Colloquium, students
present to an audience their senior projects, starred papers
and theses, summaries of collaborative faculty/student
research projects, descriptions of internships and other
community-based research experiences, other aspects of
scholarly and artistic activity in the community, and creative
works produced for an audience.

The annual event promotes research, scholarship, and creative
activities done by students in collaboration with faculty as
an important component of their education at SCSU.

Last year 270 student presenters from more than 30 disciplines,
ranging from engineering to education, participated in the
Student Research Colloquium. They were sponsored/mentored
by 90 faculty members.

At SCSU, students work side-by-side with professors on
research projects, which is rare at undergraduate universities
where research is not the primary focus. The outcome is that
students develop better analytical, writing and speaking skills,
and they're exposed to role models, methods, and the
language of their fields, preparing them for further study

or the workplace.

Student’s research
brings him to the stage

Senior biology student O’Neill Tedrow
was chosen to make a research
presentation at the North American
annual meeting of the Society of
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry
in January. He received financial support from 3M for the trip
to Austin, Texas.

Tedrow's poster presentation, “Effects of Biologically Active
Compounds on Melosira varians (Agardh.),” represents part of
a larger body of research being conducted by Professors
Matthew Julius and Heiko Schoenfuss in the SCSU Department
of Biological Sciences. The research explores the effects of
chemical contaminants on aquatic organisms. It is supported
by funds from the United States Geological Survey.

SCSU adjunct professor named
state superintendent of the year

Dr. Kay Worner, superintendent
of the Sartell-St. Stephen
Schools since 1997 and adjunct
professor in the SCSU College of
Education, has been named 2004
Minnesota Superintendent of the Year.
The award qualifies her for competition
for the national fitle.

Worner was selected for the honor by a
representative group of educational and
business leaders in Minnesota. The
award is based on her leadership, communication skills,
professionalism and community involvement. The longtime
educator and administrator has taught at SCSU for six years in
educational administration and continuing studies. Course topics
have included legal issues, policies, community relations and

program evaluation, all designed for educational administrators.

Research paper on long-term
care gives student byline
in international journal

Twenty-thousand financial service
professionals from around the world
came across the byline of an SCSU
student when they read the March edition
of a key journal in their discipline.

Keith Moeller is the lead author of an article, “Ethical Long-Term
Care Planning: Applying the Society’s Code,” that appeared in
the Journal of Financial Planning Service Professionals. The paper
was a result of research Moeller did on his way to a master’s
degree, which he earned from the SCSU Herberger College of
Business fall semester.

Moeller’s interest in long-term care planning grew during his
internship with the Northwestern Mutual Financial Network in
Minneapolis, where he is a certified financial planner. He said his
research showed that demographics and the funding of long-term
care “are on a collision course,” and discussed the evidence and
possible solutions in his professional paper. Moeller worked in
collaboration with Dr. David Christopherson, who feaches in the
SCSU Department of Finance, Insurance and Real Estate.




