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BISENIUS, FERDINAND File Mo. __ !_1 . 

one of our native sons of an early pioneer family is Ferdinand 

Bisenius, who was born January 18, 1861 in Saint Cloud township, Stearns 

County, son of William and Susanna (Kirsh) Bisenius, both of Trier, Ger­

many, who came to America in 1853 and settled in Illinois. Three years 

later, in 1856, the family moved to Minnesota, and homesteaded some land 

on the Pleasant Lake road in Stearne County which William Bisenius im­

proved and farmed until 1886, when he discontinued farming and moved 

to Saint Cloud, Minnesota, to make his home with hie daughter, Mrs. 

Nicholas Lambert, where he lived until his death on June 12, 1899. Krs. 

Susanna (Kirsh) Biseniue died in 1874. 

Ferdinand Bisenius received his early childhood training anded­

ucation in the rural country school. Kr. John Waltz was his instructor, 

and after completing his school days Ferdinand worked on his father's 

farm until he reached the age of twenty-three, then he was married and 

settled on a farm near hie fathers. This farm, Ferdinand Bisenius oper­

ated for seven years. He came to Saint Cloud and started to work for 

Gruber and Company, General Contractors, for this company he V\brked 

twenty years. Then Mr. Bisenius worked for Frank Lorenzer, in the ce­

ment business, constructing sidewalks and curbing. He wo·rked for Mr. 

Lorenzer about four years. In the fall of 1922 Mr. Bisenius retired to 

take oare of his interests in his farm and home on 12th Avenue and St. 

Germain Street~ Saint Cloud, Minnesota. 

In 1884 Ferdinand Bisenius was married to Gertrude Undersander, 

daughter of Michael and Gretchen Undersander. Michael Undersander was a 

pioneer, coming to Saint Joseph from Delaware, in 1855. Michael Under­

sander died in April, 1910 and hie wife, Gretchen, died in September, 1910. 

Mrs. Gertrude (Undersander) Bisenius was born in Saint Joseph, Sept­

ember 2, 1859. 
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To Ferdinand and Gertrude( . Un~ersander) Bisenius was born one 

daughter, Christine, who died in infancy. 

Interviewed: Ferdinand Bisenius 
Date: May 27, 1936 
By: N. P. Kruchten 
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