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S A

BJERKAN, EDWARD LS

AN OLD SETTLERS' STORY OF PIONEER LIFE IN MINNESOTA
Edward Bjerkan wes born near Trondhjem, Norwey, November 5, 1844.
He worked on his father's farm until he started training in the Nor-

wegien army. He had trazined there for one yesr when he received =

pees to America. He ceme to Americs in 1869.

At thet time there wag no rz2ilrosd to Ssuk Centre from 8t. Cloud.

He took the tresin =g far 2s St. Cloud, =nd from there he trsveled in
the stage cozch to Ssuk Centre. He worked in S-uk Centre for three
years. He had no smeci2l job but wse 2 jeck-of-211 tredes. His fath-
er came to Americe sbout one #nd one-half vesrs later. The covernment
weg giving out homestesds then. His father apnlied for one hundred

end sixty =cres 2bout nine miles north of Sauk Centre. A negro had s

claim on thig land; and in order to get it, he had to wait 2 certesin
number of vears. The negro never a2gsin clsimed it, so it was given
to Edwerd Bjerkan's father. Hig father lived there =2 few yesrs until

he died; then the land was claimed by Edwerd Bjerken. He built e

house containing only one room. Thile house was made of logs with
plaster between the logs to prevent the cold from getting in. Leter
hisg sister ceme over from Norwey with her hugbend. They stayed with
Bjerkan; and becsuse the house wag gmall, another room had to be =2dded.
There, were very few cettlers sround there 2t that time. Wheat
is now known g8 the Little Sauk Vicinity wes not cettled st 211. It
was surrounded by heavy timber, end in order to get around at =211 he
had to have an ax with him to meke 2 pethl He tells sbout 2 femily
who took a homestead. VWhen they came to look 1t over they decided
on & nlsce for the house. The timber weeg so heavy that they hed to
meke places and marks where they had gone so that they would find

the plsce again.



In 1873 Bjerksn wes merried to Greenhild Riksnig, who ceme over from
Norway that year. He gsent her ticket to her from America.

There were many wild =2nimels here 2t that time. He soys that
it never surprised him to see large timber wolves or great bears
strolling =2long in the woods. There were 2lso meny birds thet are
never seen around here nor.elsewhere, now. There were a grest num-
ber of deer. He says thet when he wsed to go hunting he often saw
2 mother deer with her two fawns, but he never had the hear to kill
them. They used to be so teme thet he could go up to them ~nd net
them zny time he wanted to. There was 2 certain deer who used to
come to the window of his cesbin just at breskfast time every morning.
Vhen the window was open it looked in ond m~de motions, until Mrs.
Bjerkan geve it something to eab.

Mr. Thompson had & homestead to the west of Bjerkan's form.
There was no wire, like now, for msking fences. There were no setf-
lers to the south of their farms, so they tied bells to their stock
end let them go wherever they pnlessed. Between Bjerken's end Thompo-

son's farm stood & log fence. This wae not firmly built; so that if

enything should hepren to jar it somewhat, it would f211 down. MNr.
Thompson had an 0ld cow that was bound to be on Bjerken's farm, so

211 she would heve to do would be to give the fence a mugh 2nd down

it would fall.

Meny Indiens could be seen =round thet viecinity. Meny timee he
would look out of the window snd see =n Indiesn womsn with her papoose.
They would vlace their fasces close to the window sndlook in. They
sometimes got something to eat from Bjerksn. He bonght different

things from them which they had made. They hsd some of the most

besutiful beaded ornsments to sell.



A neighbor of Bjerken's wvho lived north of his nlace had 2 prair of
oxen. One day one of them disapvesred. When he could not find if,

he suepected the THdiens of steeling it. He sesrched for = long time
until he thought he saw it lying deesd. e did not oo closer to inves-
tigate but furious, gethered ur 2 group of neighbores who armed them-
selves. Then they started out, eyrnecting to nunieh the Tndign for
ki1ling the ox. They csme closer to whet seemed to them to be the

ox and were very much surprised. They found that it wesg 2 lerge

white stone. After that they were more coreful in their susnicion

of the Indiens.

At that time there were meny who came over from the old country
to America to meke thelr living. Bjerksn used to buy tickets here in

America and send them to dif“erent peonle in Norwev. To nay this back

they used to work for Bjerkan until it wes payed for. They really
indentured serventg. The men used to clesr the woods, 2nd the ladies

worked in the house for Mrs. Rjerken.

Horses were not used at thet time. Ir., Bjerksn hed cattle on his
ferm so he selected two oxen and treined them. He c¢~21lled them Tom end
Jerry. They were so gstubborn at times thet he couvld not make them do

e thing. Othertimes, however, they worked very willingly.

Seauk Centre wes a very smcll villege =2t thet time. "hen he went-
ed enything speciesl from town, he had to go to 8t. Cloud. FHe used to
take his exen and haul 2 lo2d of wood to St. Cloud where he would ex-
change it for groceries. 8t. Cloud wes the county sest; so when eny
any business was necesssry, 1t had to be done there.

“owever, there were 2 few stores in Ssuk Centre; )rs. Bjerksn

used to sell butter =2nd eggs, receivwing three 2nd four eents a2 dozen
for eggs, and five end six cents & nound for butter. If they put

their butter in o form or mold, they received one cent more to the



pound. Mrs. Bjlerksn used 2 mold which is sti1ll in their old house.
In exhznge for their produce sometimes, they psid two and three cents
a yerd for calico. When they weanted woolen cloth, they would spin it
in their own homes. rs. Bjerken used to cord =nd =vin wool thet wes
teken from the sheep rsised on their form. She spun cloth and made
clothes for lir. Bjerksn snd herself. She spun woolen vern =nd knit
stockings, which wer= sold in Ssuk Centre for twenty end twenty-five
cents a voalr.

They cleered their lend of woode, end then they reised grein.
However, the greatest portion of it wes used for nasture.

They had 2 gre~t number of peonle steying with them. Some Nor-

wegian workmen and sometimes the Pasrochi=1 school teachers stayed with

them. The English school stasrted sometime after they settled here--
about two miles and 2 cuarter north of their home.

The only rozd neasr his ferm wag betwesn aékchbors. There was
just a wagon path, the trees being cle-red out. About a mile north
of hig place is a2 rived celled "The Little S=uk River." There was no
bridge =zcross it; so in order to get on the other side of it, they
hed to welk around sbout twelve miles. Yster 2 counle of logs were
placed across, but when one wanted to cross with team one muet "go
eround by the mill."

The only rosd was the read between farms. But in the summers of
1879-1880 after the grein had gotten started, & far worse thing pre-
vailed. A sort of plague ceme. Suddently there ceme 2 cloud over the
sun so that it seened to d=rken. Investigeting they found out thet
it was grasshoopers. There we e so meny thet one could not see the
sun. They stayed thet summer and =lmost tote1ly destroyed the grain.

They ate the leaves of the pttatoes, e2nd it seemed 28 if they were



not to have any potatoes that yesr. M-ny of the settlers did not
think it worth while to cut the gresin. However, Bjerksn used 2
scythe and gsthered up a2s much as possible, gsving enough for seed
the next yesar. _

The climate must hove been 2 lot different from what it is now.
Bjerkaen told a2 story thet shows that. Once in the loter nart of
Mey he wesg digging 2 ditch a short distesnce from his houge. It wes
cuite cold, =2nd suddenly there ceme 2 snow storm. It was a resl
blizzsrd, and he had cuite 2 time to find his wey beck to the house.
They seemed to have later springs and leter winter=s. Another %time
he related thet they had such werm weather during Christmas time.
They had an unusua2lly lzte f~11. There weg =2 fiedd close by the
house. Just for curiosity's seke Bjerkan hitched un his tesm of
oxen and went down to plow. He g2id that the vlow went just as
eesily as if it were in September, the usu-1 time for nlowing.

In the f211l of 1908 Mrs. Bjerken died. Mr. Bjerksn felt that
he was not sble to live 2lone =nd tend to the farm so my folks bought
the plece, he being my mother's uncle. He steyed with us until
spring of 1925 when he went to the hospitel =t Fergus Fells. He
lived but a short time, dying June 7, 1925.

We still are using the 0ld log house that he built. However,
after his building on 2 number of rooms, we built on 2 separste room
for him iM which he stayed. We have gevera2l of his old belongings--

en o0ld shirt which his wife made. She cerded, spun, =2nd mede cloth

from wool, and then made the shirt. We slso have 2 set of steel
knives and forks which were precented to him on his wedding by Over-
land, who wes the first photogrspher in Ssuk Centre.

I miss my greet uncle a great desl. I enjoved his story tell-

ing especi=lly. 0lga Pederson
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