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1-

BJERKA , Em A Fil n,. B -10.i 

AN OLD s ~TTLERS ' STORY OF PIO R LIFE IN 1ffI NESO 

Edw rd Bj erkan Has born ne r Trondhjem , N or1:ray , J ovember 5 , 1844. 

He orked on h sf _t h er 1 s f ~rn until h e at rt ed tr _inin int' e Nor-

egi n a.rmy . He h d tr .inea. there fo r one ye r rhen h e rec el ved a 

a s to erica . He c ~me to America in 18 9 . 

At t h t ti. e there .s no r8ilroAd to Seuk Centre from St . C1 0u d . 

He took the trein _s far a St . Clo , an _ from _er e in 

in ~u Cent re for hree t he st .. ge coa.ch t o u .uk Centre . He 

yer,rs. He had_ no s_ ecL .l Job but J s j ck-of- _l tr . e . - · s ~ th-

er c a.me to Ameri o , .bout one 2nd one-_ lf y e 2r 1 _ter . Th e govern .. ent 

1• s givin out homeste d t en . Hi s t h e~ lted or ne hun red 

.nd sixty Pere . _bout nine ile nort of u Centre. negro , .a. 8 . 

cl .im on t h_s 1 .nd ; ,,,nd in order to ge t it, he h ,d to i t cert in 

number of e ... ,r . _he ne ro never O' in C Bi ed it , so it 8 iven 

to Ed e.rd .j er Qn 1 s f ther. H s f .t er lived t here ., fe .r years until 

h e d ied; then the land. v ,s cl _," i .. e _ by Ed a r d . er .n. 

house c ont ining only one roo1 • Thi hous e v .s _ d.e o log r t 

1 .st er bet e en the lo s to revent the co __ d ·frob et ting in . , ter 

h is sister c -me ove r from or r ,y , it her hub nd . T. ey st _yed ~ith 

Bjerkan; and bee .use the hous e w .s s ,11 , .not er roo ,.d t O be , da P- d . 

There • . ere very fe , ~e t tl ers a.round there t t _ .. t ti e . t 

is no known v..s the Little :- BU, i cini ty ' t .s n ot ("1Pt t1ed 8t _ l • It 

r . s surrounded b ... e ,Vy timber, an_ in ora_er to ge t e ro m t -11 - e 

h d to h .ve .n , ith him to ma_k e c.thl e tel 1 s .bout y 

ho t ok a· homeste d . v en t ey C m'e to loo t over t ey ed 

on l""ce for the house . The timber V s 0 e .vy t .t t 1 ey .d 

make pl ce and m .r k s J. ere t ey h _a_ one so t .t t h y vo ld f · nd 

the l'"'ce gain . 

to 



In 1873 jer an _s .rried to Gre ✓n..hil _ i . qnig , ho c8me over from 

or ay th~ ye r. He sent her tic et to er from eric .. 

T ere ere many r ld anim ls here t th _t ti ::11 e. He S ~, . r s t _t 

it n e~ e r surprised hL to see _r ge timber olve or re s t ears 

strolling long in the, oods . Th ere ere also man bi r s thRt ~re 

never seen round h ere nor.el e ,here, now. 

ber of deer. He s ay s t h .t h en he used to o hunting h e often s _ 

a oth er deer rith h er t , __ ,o f J ns , but he never h d t h e h eAr to ill 

them . They use ::i to be so t @e th _t he could o-o un to t . e Pil - ne t 

them _ny time h e ntea_ to . There , a.s cert i n deer v o use to 

co e to the . in o r o hi· b . j t C . i n US 

fu en the indow was o en it look e in 2nd P e _ otions, unt i ~ r s . 

jerk _n g ve it someth ing t o eab . 

1:r . Tho nson h _ .. ~d _ homestead to t __ ,1, es of . er ___ a_n ' f ._ - • 

There s no ire, like no , for a ng f~nces . T .ere -ere no sett-

lers to the south oft eir f _r A, sot e t · e . ·be s tot eir toe_ 

and let t h em go herever they 

son's f rm stood lo fence . 1 -- ~ no t . ir._,._y ui t; ,_ o t . _a_t f 

nything should h _ en to j .. r it o _ e . .r h .,_ .J , it o, f P.l _om. -' r . 

Thom· on had n ol c o 7
.- t ? 't T 8 . o n. to 

he ~ou d, a e to o -o e o iv _ enc e ,,, 

it .ould f e 

\._ ny Indi _._.n C 0 be seen , oun h .,. i c in_t . i t11 es e 

~o d l oo o ~ o t e ~~n ln r n _ nee Fn I n · n ~o . n ~: e r o e . 

hey ·ou d Leet e·r f .,c e c1 o to t _e ,,r n _01, en __ oo in . ey 

s o _et i es , ot o:n et in :, toe f ro 

t h in s from t h em wb ic 1 . _ ey _ d rn c 

b e u t ful b e a ded orn ents to e 

ey - a _ o e of . e .. o t 

. I 



A n · ghbor of Bje :ek n's v;-__ o __ ive n o __ is n . a ce A . a n2 r of 

i s ~ 1J e .re . . en e cou _ no f'i . it , oxen . One d . one of t .1.e 

h e suspected t h e _Ht .ns o te i n it . 1e I eer~ ed or P ong t _m e 

until h e thou r-:ht h e ~ .. r it yin de .. d . e ___ not Q' O c o er .o inv q _ 

tigat e but f u ri o1 s , ~t h ere _ u ~ ~rou of n i g orR . oared t _e -

selves. ' . en they st c? r t ed o t, o n1. .nish .. e I n . i_ .n -f r 

~i l ling the ox . The y ca_ e cl qr to . see ed to .. e . ob t ._ e 

o an ere very much s r l se ~_. T .ey f u n l a r r;e 

int e i r L s ic~on ,rhi te stone - fter t .t t y -ere o e c .. ref 

of the ndi ~ns . 

At th---t time there rere any v __ o c ,. e ov r fr m t ~ e ol _ un ry 

to erica to make thei r living . . erk _n used to buy t ckets he r e in 

~..meric . and sen t em to 1r-~ erent e le in . or a . ..o y t . 8.Ck 

they used to ~m r k . for B. er~"" n unti it ua. naye fo r . _·h ey real ly 

indentured s erv .nt s . Tbe men used to cl PR r the ,oodq , an _ t h e a · e 

· ork ea. in t h e house for r . B,jerkan . 

Horses e r e not use ::i a.t th _._t time . "Ir . erk .n . d c .. ttle on his 

f a rm so he selected t Ho o _en nd tr ined t em. He CP .ed t _em Tom .nd 

Jerry . They rere so stubborn ... t tLnes t 1.p t h e c o _ not . { _ e t e o 

a t h in~ . Otherti~e , ho Fever, h ey ~ r ~e _ very ~illin? y . 

Suk Centre P S a very smPll v a g e ~t thPt time . , _en he 1 .. nt ­

a.. __ e use t ed r,_nyth in . eci Al fro . tm -n, __ e cJ1 to g o to - . C 

t ake his ~ x en nd h .u l a lo .a_ o .JOo to fjt . Cloud. ere .. e ou d ex-

change it for gr oceries. St . Cloud , _s t _ e c o n y se .t; o ,~ en _._ny 

any business 11 as nec e s Pry, it had to be a.on e t ere . 

n o ever, there 1,. ere fe ~tores in a.u ... C ntre ; _! rs . . .jer __ a_n 

us ed to sell butt er nd eggs , rece ibin t r ee nd fo -~ eents . do~en 

for e ggs, ~nd five n six c ents a oun for but er . If t .ey ut 

thei r but ter in ~ for _ or mo 
1 they received one cent ore to th 7 · .L e 



ound . ' rs. erkAn used a mold , i ch is stil n t' eir o _ . hou e. 

In e~h a.n,, . for t e ir ro .u ce o etime s , p ~ t o n _ t' ree cent 

ye.Fd for c .l i co. en they nted oolen cot , t _e to n nit 

in their own hom e . .' r . j er· .. n use to c rd Emd s n in , rool t _ t 

t rken from the she eu ·rrir . i sed on their Pr . e s n C ot . ..tn 

clothes for 1·r . Bj er, n c?Il h er~elf. he n 1, 00 en yern .. nd kni t 

t ockin s , vhich , ere ol in Cent re or t . nt An - .. en .Jy- j e u Li 

cent s 'Oc. ir . 

111hey cleered t eir - n of F'OO _s , an . t . en t .ey r 0 i ea_ g;r Pin . 

Ho1 ever , the gre test orti on of it __ s u - for s.t 1-ne . 

T ey h .. d rePt nu .. er of eonle t _ yin v i So e .or-

wegian vror - en n so eti es t· e __ .roe i. 1 c, ool te . c _ers st .ye .. ~ i h 

t " em . .h e Engl sh school st e_rte so eti ,e .. ter t" e set t ed ere--

about to iles nd a a rter n ort of h eir ome . 

The on y ro ad nea.r is e rm w __ s et re ~n e :r :..Jh ors . There , s 

just /vgon P '"':t , the tre e s being C e 0 r e Ol t . o.1 t ... ile no th 

of his 1 c e is ~ rive c .lle 

bridge cross it; 0 in or er 

Va to 1 l"" round ~.bo1Jt t !e 

nl ced cro~ s , but 

r ound by the mil • 11 

en one 

" e Little RUk River . II Th ere r .s ·-

to get on t e ot. e r side of it, t y 

e rri i es . L t r cou le 0 log ere 

nte _ to cros .•it t e m one u t 11 go 

no 

The only ro d 1 _ the .. ~ . d bet . een f .r s. u t n t h e sum ers of 

1879-1880 fter t h e gr ain . Ad gotten st . rte -, H f r , orse t -;...._in re-

va.ilea . . A sort of 1 e c .me . U v h e re c 2m e cloud over t ... e 

sun so thPt it seened to _ r k en . nvest :t P. ting t y fo n . 0 1 J. t t -

it r e..s sho ers. There ' , ·, e so Any t on C not see t ... e 

sun . T ey st r:, ye . t h .t su. mer .na. 8 __ ! 0 t ot -·· · .e tro e - t . e g r , n . 

hey .te the le ves of he pd,t ... _t _oes, _nd 1 t ~e me _ .s if t .y ~,rere 



not to hAve any . ot ,t oe s t e t ye r . , -- ny o _ t he set t ers _i not 

t h ink it mrth h le t o c t e Jr~ n . ~ o ver, j er . Pn u ed 

s cythe .nd .t here . u as · m c Ft S possible, s _ ring eno . . f or see _· 

the next ye ,r . 

~h e cli te _ u t 2~ve een ot ffer ent _ r o. ,_ 2.t · t n r. 

Bjer l 2.n ol _ 2 . t ory t . t ~h o s t a • 

.1: y h e ,. .s diggin r itch 

:uite cold , Pnd suddenl y t : ere c _me 

bl izz " rd, and he c. d uite 8- tL e to 

They seemed t o h . ve ter nrin nd 

o .se_. I 

sno stor m. It ~a _ r e ,l 

n . T, __ y b C to t e 

l Pter Ti n er , . n t _ er t · 

r s 

.e 

h e r e ated t h .t t h ey h .d uch rm re .t .. er Jr in ~ C 1.ri s t . a t i e . 

They h d n unusu 1 1 te f '? l'f'1 ere , B. S fiecid C 0 e by .... ~-

house. Just fo r cur oait ' s 8 ... e B: er1
r n tc_ ed un i te .m of 

oxen nd \ ent don to lo . He b at t h e lo M nt j st as 

e8sily s if it . ere in Se _temb er, t he u su ~ e f'or 0 r · n 

In the f 11 o 9 8 t .r s . : erk e.n cue -• 1 r . . 1: erk n . e}.t t he,t 

be v not le to live Alone n ten . o t he 0 r so my f o ~ OU 

the lace, he being y ot . er 1 R unc e. _est .yed .rit us unt i 

_r ing of 1 925 hen he •ent to t _ e ho ~nit 

l ~ved but a short t·me, dyina J une 7, 925 . 

_t •er PL • He 

, e still a· e usin~ t e ol _ lo . ouse th t J. e b ilt . o ever, 

~fter h is building on - number of r ooms , e built on e _ ~-r . e room 

for him i~ h ich h e st yed . 

en old h rt hi ch his :i fe 

l e h ave sever el o is o d be ongtng --

.a.e . S . e c . rded, I- un , .n ,de clot 

from ool, ana~ the :·1 made t he s _ rt. e __ l o .... ve ~et of teel 

knives nd forks htch .ere re <ente to i rr. on i s eddin by Over-

ing es ecia .y . 

oto ~r B er in BUk Centre . 

gre ~ aei. I en joye 

- - l g e erson 

is story te 
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