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FIL • 

Jes .J.1 o_ ger _ing s born To em er 3 , 1s~ ne r ipe e ' 

I nd iana , the so of John Bern r ,.enry an- Eliz beth ( 

i ng. John , Be_n~rd ,Henr and lizabe h ·( ·.ieckman ) or _ r .. ing rere orn 

i n German , the for1 er on 

at s t ,rfeine . 

____ ____ at Bor i ~h u en, an t. e 1 .tei 

a •eans of provic~i ng livelihood or i amily , Jo n Bern r 

enr or er .in· r ed n om i s return w s ble to sup-

ply th e fai ily i h a meager 11vir:g . ue to the ec o .i.omic co :. .i tio . .... exia.:., -

ing i 1 e many a t that t i me it s i po s i 1 for re ter to i prove h is 

s ation i n li '"'e an for that r e son - un e of 1 m ·f c .. m·.1ie immi · ted 

to merica. ong so ,e of the fi r s t fa.ilies from Germ'1_n y to migrate t o 

e icP. was enry one au_ is a mily , a r ther- n-1 of John 

Bo r gerd.i • 

fter ·hi s arr · ra1 i n merica , e s e led on f ,rm ear i 

Cr ek , I 1diana. sc ed th t t _ countr h 1 - plep.t of opport ity 

star for a man ill i ng o o he ur ed 0 J. B r nax enr - orger:,i 

' c , ~e his home there . I n t he ye r 1 4, Jo n e .l.r Borg r i 
' 

i c:: 

d ug te 
' 

g es 1 ft thei n ive 1 nd nd et 8 il for h promi 

l n • he trip \le ro SC! t lantic as a .e on a ·li g ve~ 
' 

l 

l ndin at ew r l e ns , t e c ont i nued th r trip i r. l no. on a ri er 

in order to reach their e tin t i on i I n iana • 
• 

e 

in 

g t o 

wife 

ed 

fter 

oat 

oo n aft r is axri 1 t re , h purcb e f o r n near 

Pi pe reek. 

, even o i ren ere orn t o Jo an l ix~bet ( i ec:man ) , o g Ci g 

Dile t e r eoi ~ din I ndiana. o seph , who heads t . · iography; J o .L n, 

now Reve r e_d T 01 s , • S·. B. an I n i n i s · on~ry at Ol o _uet , ..: i nneC! ta; 

ft ry, r ... . rill ia u venker now o ea.sea.; r am who s il r e i., e on t e olc 



home f rm near -·reeport . C th rine , _ i •ter :..e nr i ka • S. • , now ecea ed; 

Caroline , ro . ritz r.oehrin · f "et Union. hile eng ge in faring 

h re or several a not er b_ot er- i n- 1 w ca e to merica fro m e . ny 

for a year , e h i s home with t e Bor "er i ng fat i , an _ t e 

est to •innesota. 

i nnec,ota w s only sparce settle at t e time . Homeste ds 

were still v .ila le n o her l and could be .i; urch sed at a ..... o price . 

e" .. li .i ig th. t t i s ate ad ore to of1:er t e e a ste · states , 

U£ge1 John Bernar e ry o ge r c.ing to t ~ e up l end t e e . f ter some 

cnnsi e r ation , in t e year 187 , he sold his farm in n iana f or $22 O. 

a.nd c a e we t to ~ew ·•uni • T e trip west s a e y r ail a s far as 

auk pids w ere the railroa terminat , . t t e 'ime an fro m there the 

family was :uled to Jew ... unich · in a agon r~:wn b y mul e s . 

ile t New "unich he uxoha ed a 320 ac e tract of ·1d 1 · d 

loc a ted o .e t i l e st of the present illage o f ~reeport fro Bery ore -

_· ng ( ~or lative; for 1100. 0 . e first uil in erected o e f c,rm 

were a hou9e an sta -e f lo construe ion . Du.Li J.g the i ervi w, Jo '"" eph 

.oorger i n re11 r ed , u I t did not t ke a re t deal o .J. on y to c~r · f arm-

ing tl o ie ays . The only i mpl n e s used in r i i n g eat ere harro 

nd a er dle , as the work 0 ,f' ov i n g and iein t e b n _le .on y 

an • sc yt e .n -. for ·as 11 t t as ne ded. in puttin g up he y 

crop. n 

eer w s sill u e · f u.1 int e county en h 

a r r ived. 11 -e found very little ti to hunt ', J oseph rema. a.d, 11 as there 

a s al wa ys plent of work to be one on the far m. n f~ll we killed 

t i rteen de-er and sold the saddles 'for w ic e r eceived e · ght c ents a 

po1:1n~. ' hen -t e railroad wa bui t through here the co llmero i al hu .ers 

ca e and sl aughtered o ff the deer an t ho e t _ t ·e c pe d being ille 



oved w st , so i L later y , s no e r re c1 i 1 ed . 

the c def er oft e ec y se t ers , bee e t e 

1 nd n c li te ~S ell adop e . to its uroduction n _ it was t e o ly 

gra i n for w ic t re wa a ste dy rket . 

u e only crop fai lure t occured i : t e er··r:ty ays s due 

to the grassho ner scourge of -1 7"-'- 76" Jo nh Bo g rdi g re a.r e 
' 

n T ey 

C e i n great s .Qr .. s in the fall of 1875 , nd a.s most of e crou h .d 

been b veste 
' 

hey i o_ little am · e , ut t n e _t spr n t e eggs t 

laid , ha ched a d t1e groun was soon c overe ~ with t em. ·- ey devoured 

the grain as quic{ly sit c a e out oft e groun . 

e h d the 

g i ed littl 

st crop we ever ha 

s the pr ice of 

fore or ter the · courage , but e 

at dropped o .!, . 56 a bus .el . " e ~ . . 

so ce an f r m pro • ce bro g t only a s all price in t e 1 8 s . gr£ 

sold f or a~ low as six c ents , u ter from six to ten c nts poun -~• .t 

e 

one ti e c _ in 1882 I ras in need of o le chasb in or er to t it 

I butch .red a g nd. h . it to t . Jo n ' t olle i e, a ·t nee 

of abo t 18 iles , h re I received 32¢ a oun re~ ec . ' 
.. f er the eat of ohn Ber •e ry om-gerd · g , •hich ace red 

on J nuary 23 , 1 876 , and his wi :: e who ie J nu y 23 l 95 , the f r was 

pure 1ased byte ons rank n Jo _e.h , each t ing l GO o es . 

n November 21 , 1 82 , Jo se _h m rrie 
• las n rfor ed i th fi 

~ ev. ~ i nl ic ius 1 em er , 

orger ing and 

nna ergm n 

vin9e of lden urg , Gern 

c re 

. • 
r 

borri 

Y, the 

t Fr e or 

off ic · te t 

er mann. 

J nu ry 13 , 18 

d ughter 0 

nn er m n , the c remony 

a s~ll fr e str cure . 

t e ser ices . .i.tenda.nt s 

7 , i n Demma , i n the p o-

_ry es ( an na.orf) 

Berg ann. he c a ,e to meric~ · h he p rents who settled on a far 



three miles st of Free ort in the year 187 . · ere 1ained t home 

tim the tie of h e r arria . e . 

ter t e marri a e the couple ia ie their orne on ·the old 

home far • e twas still the ch ief c rop at the t · e of er marri ge . 

1 thou h t e h several cows , t e · d not go i n o ai ri g exten ive 

until a er amery was built at Free ... ort i .. 1897 . 

Jo ep orgerding w s one of the seve irector e ecte at 

the fir st meeting , en steps ere t e to or anize crea ery at Free-

... ort • t the fi r t m etings of t he r ctors , he was elected secret ry 

. of the ne ly or anize bo ard. 

e fir t r ice pa.i for butter f-t wa s 13½¢ a pou • s 

price w s considere ~ hi gh 11 , Jose-oh orger .ing re 1ar ed , "and most fa r me:rs 

ere a r 1 d that t _ere soon o . d be overproduct · on, nd the nrice .roul d 

e o vere ut t i s ras not t · e case , as the urice ate ·1y . vanc e 

f o u ye .r to ear. 11 

Through h rd wor nd good ma .agement Joseph Borger i ng soon 

t rned his f .. r m i to o ne of the f i nest airy fa.r rr s of the commur...1 t • 

log house nd bar were repl .ce by new an modern bui d i n gA . lhe old 

sythe an cradle h ,re bee r eplace by ~er f .. rm m C i e • 

I n 1926, osep Borgerding and his ife ret ired from farming 

an oved to the Vill e o Freepor t . esui e t eir danc e a.gee t e 

couple are still a ct ive both enjoy t e best o f health . 

he 

Jo se h Borger~ · g at xibu es his long evity t oe 

gets by occasionally hel ning with the wo_rk on th arm. 

Ci e . his he 

Joseph and n , (Ber ann) Borg rdi ng are th p re ts of n ine 

chil .ren : 

J ohlJ , born rch 1 8 , 18 5 , m rrie E i zabet erfeld nd the 

re i eon a f rm two iles et of Freepor t . 

gnes , bo J anu ry 2 , l 7 , i at present enrnloye at Lesmare , 



·, inn sot • 

Clar • , born eptem er 29 , 1887 , 1s t orese~t rs: Joseph 

tein e of ~den Vally , i e ot . r. SteinKe is a er ~mer ope tor 

at that pl .... ce • 

. ry , born J a u ry 31 , 18 4, i i J. 1 ... fa. cy . 

liz eth , bor _ Jan ry 3 , 1891 , i ister eltru is , • s . 

t nresent she is a teac er in the Ca edral i 11 c ool t t . 10, • 

0 e9h Jun r , born ebruary 20 , 189 
' 

a.rried a,t eri 1.e io - an_ t ey 

reside at t . Clou., , ere e is enga,Q'ed in t e arm i molemen bu i ess . 

Her n , bor pril 10, 1897 , marrie l er 1a ,.i e oesc .. a 

the o... rat f .rm near • ,,u Oen re , •_i esota. 

Hel , bor .re h 1 , 1 9 9 , i s .r . o se ph erman. T ey re-

i e on a a.rm six iles outh or ~reeport . 

er r , born pr il 9 , 1 01 , marrie Thresa oesc .en and they 

reside on the hoe a rm. 

Int rvie e: J o · eh orge din 
I t erviewed by . ·alter upt 
ate : ch 2 , 193 
ublic a ion ranted. 

. ' 



econd interview to affir or correct i form tion in bio-

graphies as co npare to in ormat ion ~s is e i t 

int ~e tearns Cont Co rt House . 

1 gal records 

irth of ary or er ~ing, J nu ,ry 31 , 1884 , 

is correct as sta ed int e biogr phy . 

FI "\1 D: irth of John Borger i ng , 

correct as st ted i the bio 0 raphy . 

eintervie e _: 
te : ugust l 

·'alter • 

Joseph 
1938 
upt 

.roh 18, 1 85 , is 

orgerding 



I 

THE E 
HE 

0 H, a e 7 

oseph or ~erdi d Ber 'mann 
1 arried at Freeport , -Nov. 21, 1 

By ev. i mplicius i-' i mm r 
1 t e ses : ncis orger . r er gm nn 

* 

·co 00 ,. T , a e 1 1 6 3 

John Bor ge r i n and Lizzie erfel 
•arri at Freeport -, June 5, 1907 

By e c r ,')"~l """ ·1 

''Ti t n e e er:f eld & frnes o r o- r i nO" 

0 D , O U , - · .. e 0927 

Joseph H. einke and lara or gerdi-"' 
arrie at ree ... -r t , J une 3 , 190 

.i:"ev. Hen ry or r L 
i n sea: A nes Borger ino- & ugust ei· e 

I A z, ge 14737 

R _ G 

0 c. or i n and C t er · n e onn 
at Freeport , June l 19 

er man er m nn , 0 .. B. 
e : He an Borgderin nna nn 

** 
, B ... 3 

' 
e 1c7 4 

ve , .nn an -il a Bor e r i ng 
t Freeport , - y 29 , 192·3 
enry orger in , O ••• 

ernard Bor er i i g n o. e Overma_n 



, B 7 5 , a e 1 77 6 

ern vr J . or er in Th resia oe c 1en 
rrie t Freepo r t , 1 , 1925 

By everen Tho or ing 
inne sses: Her. o ing & Ber~ ina Hoe c, en 

,A L E 0 10 age 14 0 

D 

Herman J . Borg _r ing an B rn ine • Hoe chen 
~ rried t Fr eepoTt , June 20 , 1933 
y ev. :i. urus er i and , • • B. 
i t nesses : Erne ·st Hei ke an ert oesc 1en 

!:Jc 0 1895 - A-5 
' 

e 117 , Lin e l 

Elizab th Bo er .ing died Janu ry 23 , l 5 
ge r- ye rs , 4 on hs , 7 :I ys 

* 

' . ' Line 1 

Bernar Bor r i i .... J .nu r 23 
' 

1 8 7 
Age 9 ye rs . 

* * 



l ' I 

_,. 

F .. 

Job or O"e r i· g ·ar . 
" Jan. 

aria gnes n J n . 
- aria c. n e ... t . 

ia iz beth Jan. 
Joseph eb . 
Herman pr . 
il .. ar 

- John Ber ard pr. 

M rie 

2 
7 

30 
32 
34 

2 , 18 5 
3 , 1 4 

' 
87 

o, 1 88 
31 , 1 91 

2 , 1 3 
10, 1897 

l , 1 899 
9 , 1 90 

* * 

B 

-1 
B- 3 
B-7 

-9 
-11 

T u E 
IOG 

o~vns ip of 
n of 
n of 
11 of 
n 

0 
u of 

reeport 
1f 

" 

LIE 

30 
23 4 
88 1 

120 18 
141 5 
21 6 3 
103 l 
138 l 
1 00 l 

ak 
n 
II 

n 
H 

H 

Chee ce by • • ruchten 
D te : y 12 , 1938 

Jo eph . B. 
u 

• ·f B. . 
If 34 
" 34 
11 40 
n B. 42 
ff 34 . 
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