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Frank Bowers was born on December 1, 1863 in Argentine, Jansee 

County, Michigan. He was the son of John and ary (Co1e) Boers, pion­

eers in this country. His father was born in New York state about 1 12 

and his mother, also in New York state about 1818. In al l there were 

seven children in the family four boys, allac,e, Roswell, J ames John, 

and Frank, and three girls, ary, Laura, and Elisa. Frank is the only 

living one left. 

Frank was schooled in Shiawanee County, Michigan, he attended 

achool, going as far as the eighth grade. He then helped his father on 

the farm. In 1882 his brother, Roswell and sister M ry came to Minn­

esota and settled near Clear Lake. Two years later in 1884 Frank came 

to Clear Lake by train, and a few months later his parents followed 

him and also settled on a farm near Clear Lake. 

In 1897 Fran.:( was married to May J. Reed, she was born in Chic ago , 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Reed. Reverend E. V. Campbell of Saint 

Cloud performed the wedding ceremony. After his marriage, Frank bought 

a store in Clear Lake and this he operated until 1906 when he moved 

to Saint Cloud. 

In July 1906 Mr. Bowers started work at the st ate refor atory. At 

this time there were ab:>ut two hundred iAnd thirty inmates and there 

was no stone wall surrounding the institution. Frank was put in charge 

of a construction crew and work was sta rted on the wall which now 

surrounds thl prison. This all is said to be the second longest stone 

wall in the world. The great wall of China is first. This wall took 

about seventeen years to build as it was i mpossible to wo rk on it during 

the co ld winter months. The wall i tse __ f is about one mile in lenght, 

the foundation in the deepest place is about eight feet below the sur­

f ace of the ground. "In some places,'' Mr. Bowers said, "the wall is 
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built upon sol id rock which laid on the surface of the ground. All 

ston e used was quarried in the reformatory quarries." 

"The height is twenty-one feet, base thickness four and a half 

feet and it's .thickness at the top is t wo and a half feet. In all 

t ere are e ght guard t o ers on t he wall . inoe granit e weighs about 

a hundred and forty-five pounds per cu •. Ft . you can see that the wall 

has a tremendous weight. n 

Mr. Bowers went on to ay, 11 I can remember one priso b eak, th is 
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