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BROYN , ELIZA ( 00 Y) File o. 13 11 I 

Eliz (Rooney) a s born in the Gatineau .iver i Atrict in 

Ont rio , Cana a. in the year 1854 , a aughter of Patrick and Eleanor 

(Tr cy) Rooney. As a little girl sh e saw her f ther , 

or, clea r t h e timb er for their home on hat is t o y 

of tta a . 

lumber cont r a.ct­

e.rt of t he city 

In 1862 P trick Bnd w.1eano r (Trac y) Rooney i gr at ed to i i nnesota 

by ox te c1 .. m, t a.king up a, homest ead in Raymond township , tearns c ounty. 

The Padua church of tod y is loc ~ted on p rt of this or i ginal h este 

n .. she herself pl anted some of the trees t h t ado rn the churc yard • . 

The old Red River Tra.il pas ed their home a n h ere the yo ung lady f o r 

years, saw the ox-t eams, frei ght l e den, plod their we a.ry 

Red River Valley nd the D kot a s. 

y to '"'rd t he 

On Sept ember 10 , 1872 Eliza Rooney w .s m .rried to John A. Brown, a 

young man who h ~d seen service on issi sippi River 

supplies for the union sol iers duri~g the Civil 

c . et s, tr .ns orting 

r. The young couple 

settled on h a t i s now known a the 11 01 Brown .rm" fourteen miles 

south of Sauk Centre. On this farm ten chil d ren were bo rn. They a re 

John A. Jr. who died in 1925; illiam A.; Henry H.; George F.; Thomas 

A.; Emily; rs. R. B. Kinsella.; Mrs. N'al ter E. Benson· rs. R. J. alloy; 

a nd Mrs. T. w. Hughes. 

Eliza. (Rooney) Brown 10 life might st and out as a beacon li ght to 

p eople of successive generations , to those who know only the tri ls of 

their own times. It was her pione er s pirit, the spirit of the ox-team 

and covered wagon ays , t h t prompted her to c rry on , when in 1893 her 

husba.nd died, leaving her with ten s mall children, t e ol e st eighteen 

and the younge st two years old, with their living tom de from t h e f arm. 
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Eliza Brown went into the fiel ds with her boys and c~rved out 

for h e r f a,mily t h eir living and e duc tion. Eliza Br own c arried on 

doing a man's work on the f .rm, riving a te am of hor ses fourteen 

miles to auk Centre e ach eek to do her shopping , o i n a mo t her's 

work in her home, r .i sing a family. he wa s o f the Catholic f i th. 

The 1st few years Eliza Brown m de her ho me with h er chil dren in 

auk Cent re. She died August 15, 1936 a t the home of her aughter, !rs. 

Robert alloy. 

Int erviewed: M ry Rooney 
Date: Se~ tember 3, 1936 
By: Dorothy Hansmann 
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FROJl THE REOO D IN THE STE OOifTY COURT OUSE 

FOR THE ELIZA (ROO . EY) BRO IOGRAPD 

Date of Pl.ace of 
Na.me Birth Birth 

1. Eline Brown June 21, 1873 North Fork Twp.! 

· 2. Thomas P. Brown Bov. 26, 1874 " 0 

3. George F. Brown Aug. 4, 1878 Raymond 

4. ary Ann Brown ay 7, 1882 fl 

5. Thomas Brown J~n. 8, 1884 n 

s. Joseph Brown Nov. 7, 1885 ff 

7. Baby Brown Feb. 5, 1888 fl 

¥other' s Name Age Book Page 

1. Elizabeth Rooney A 115 

2. ti " A 153' 

3. fl II A 325 

4. • " A 511 

s. fl " A 625 

e.~ ff " B 28 

7. " ff 33 B 121 

MARRIAGE RECORD BOOK D. PAGE 281 

John Brown and h1zabeth Rooney 

Karried at Hew Kunich, September 10, 1872 

By: Rev. P. M. Stu Ken Kemper 

Witnesses: James Graidy and llargaret Kalkman 
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DEATH RECORD BOOK 1893 A 3 PAGE 128 LINE 1 

John A. Brown Died August 20, 1893 

Age 54 years 8 months and 13 days 

Son of Thomas and Sarah Brown 
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