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C V ELL, T 

Thom s J .c e . I w ~ bn n in nie , e o r • J me 2 ,1 .. 4 

son o ··-• Joh nns. C .dwe 1 . A e yo ung bo y he recei· his e uc .tion 

int e u. ic chool i n ie n o r e ,.t o ~ . jobs t herea out . 

e Cad ell a i1 r t ree w , ell kno n _ es t bli R e in 

ea. tern ew York a n cou tr .ce their anc e stry C . n o f t e 

p s eeng vrs on the ~ y l o er . 

On February 2 ,1852 oma s C e merrie Al vi C r ion 

c1,t ie ~, ew York an s _ ortly fter t i mcrria.ge t ... e youn::- co p e 

t rte .et rd to m e t heir ho me . h stoppe irst in St . Paul and 

t .en c _, me. to a ine · r a,irie ere Thom .s took 

i mme i tely buil t 

l a.n . r nt . A the 

ther waA getti ng .rm og c a in an cle . e 

a sm 11 a.re for g .rden. hi ~ r e " a s to su.:. _ ly t hem , i t foo dur­

ing he com·ng inter a.n it a. to be e 1 t -~ en c re o f if t ere 

er to be no em· ty stom ohs . 

At t h i s time t h ere evi ently ere no In i a.ns or t hey ke -ot 

ell hi en. A~ricul t u.re s em d to oe ~r o fi ta e ve nt ure t o 0 

AO h e c t n t . J o t o _oo _{ f or o e ina.ll y f u _ . emp. o ymen 

in tne Bridge m n ; - nill an bet e en g r .enin~ bor e.. t t e S 8 

mill e rne . li velihoo • urinf t i s time o ne ug ter , in es t a .s 

b ~r . on .med beo ~u e h e c ~ bo r n in the t e o . heir fir s t om . 

About tis time one o er f mil t ok 1 .n r ., nt a out t 
• 

a.y . Both o~ae .n his neigh o r f oun emp oym nt t i 0 a -mill 

0 t e went t or on O .i. a.y '.nornin 
' 

e.J k1 n .. _! t e en ire d i ... tance 

( bout l mi es) to .L 
t., . Cloud. ey stayed here 1 ee ,n on tur-

a.y eveni n~ t e ke bac home C rr i ng the -a. tuf fs nece .ry 

f or e oo ming week. i Wcl. quite an experience f or t h e o men· n 

children a they ere in continual fe .. r o f Indi .n an no m n there 

to loo to for protection. 



a.ge 2 

innesota ' s mother used to set her on the ro f to w :~ch for 

Indi ns while she did the gar ening · an work out ide . She tels of one 

experience when at usk theym something red about one hundred yards 

away a,n _ i mediately r n in the c abi n .nd bolte the door . T ey didn ' t 

sleep a.l night nor started an. fire for fe r it woul . att_raot the 

attentionf. of the In i ans . · ihen 1 t f ina 1 bee "me daylight this red 

form still to be seen. innesota ' s mot er cautiously slip~ed out 

the room to get bet er view then noticed it was a sumac bush 

th?t bad always been t ere out qb.e failed to tice before . _ i~ i 

an ex mple of what tlne uioneer women had to endure to open thi l a. 

to civiliz tion. 

n Oct , 8 ,J861 , Tho J . C ell enl isted in Co . D 4t Minne ota 

nf ntry an erve . his ti e i th t e nort ern army • . He w di so. Rr e 

t .:untsvil e , Alabama J nua.ry 1 ,1864 . as a corooral . 

uring hi a.bse 1ce hi wife n aug ter went -'-:o iscon in to 

ev de the m10 ra di A.g I n i ans t took' a c:nt ge 0 t e c, se ce o men 

t o protect the omen. After the w r whe t 1ey returned. to t. eir cc1,b in , 

1viinne ot remembers sticking her fingers in he bullet hole~ in t 

cabin so evidently the I i n had r i ded t e e m .. tv ca.bi • 

Here Thomas resu -1 ~ d ties g .in n hi 1 an gr nt s 

ch nged o ver o a ho este d an he coul .. ace ... e a. his b living on 

it . Life was resume as usua" with the s ame number· of h .rdships but 

thi was oon ch nge when D vi t nle recte a gener Jl store n 

p6stoffice ecros t e ro , from th , In i an f ort . T i8 fort w . b 11 t 

ur · n
0 

the war forte . r otection oft e rem ining Li oneer wore u ed 

to leeve t .. eir 1 nd. 

it the erectio o f t is sto e ,nd~ . to ff ice t e st ge co 

p n inaugerete new line from Fair H . en ro g i ine r e irie to 



P ge 3 

i seemed t c imax to.evervthin ,he e th pio er co 

ar .cet , et t_ eir m 11 ,Rn even ri .e t h s t!tge to t . 

oot of aine Pr "irie gre n ec rne a nuc ·e s f or 

ou • T L country 

ill ~e ith 

several homes ~n c ee e f "ctory . Just about t _e ti. e hen it s eme . 

vill e o ... ib. e the r ilro . cons ructed li e r e. n one 

lf miles south of ere an the vill ~ e of ·i~b 11 r· irie w , pl tte . 

T i Wn s th e inni o f th e decli e o hi toric Mui Pr!:l irie . 

ho and A vina ad ell resi e on t _eir h ome te .d until 

the time of t _ eir e J.th • A vin C . el . die . in October 1887 . 

~ innesota. d · e 1 m rried . illiam T_. Cor e 1 .n no re i e in the 

vill e of i mb 11 . 

In erviewe 

te : • By : . 

in esot ( 
Co~ne. l 

ot . _ ,19, 7 
e ·. el s on 



RRI AGE R CORD BOOK •· PAGE 47 

ill i8 m Cornell and inJ1ie Cad ell arried at 

By Rev~A. Shoemaker 

Witnesses: Jos. aeon 
S muel Cornell 

i ne Paririe Jan.1,1878. 



CADWELL, THO~S File No. 

Thomas Cadwell was one of Stearns oounty 1s pioneers, arriving 

in the oounty in 1855, and settling on his olaim in Kaine Prairie 

in 1857, with his wife; Re was born in Madison county, New York, 

in 1832. In October, 1861, he enlisted in the fourth regiment, 

and after serving three years re-enlisted and served ten months as 

a veteran. Since returning to Maine Prairie at the close of the 

war, he has been engaged in farming ever since~ except a short 

time when acting as a guard at the Reformatory • 

• 
Copied from: History of Kaine Prairie Page 28 
Date Copied: January ·a, 1937 
By: Tresa Gruber 



TAKEN FROM THE CEllSUS RECORDS OF 1860 

Enumerated July 17, 1860 ~- By c. Grandelmeyer 

Post Office -- Marysville 

Page No~. 97 

Thomas J. Caldwell (Cadwell) 

Sex 

Occupation 

Born 

Alvira Caldwell 

Sex 

Occupation 

Born 

Age 28 

Male 

Farmer 

iohigan 

Age 22 

Female 

England 

, ( , 



FROM THE RECORDS IN THE STEARNS COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

FORr. THE THOMAS CADWELL BIOGRAPHY 

NO LEGAL RECORDS IN THE STEARNS COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

' . 
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