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Appendix B: EAP Composition Profile 
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Appendix C: Corpus Analysis Terminology 

Brief Introduction to Corpus Analysis 

Corpus analysis is a research method developed around the study of ‘real world’ 

language (Timmis, 2015). Researchers gather and study samples of authentic language use. 

Corpora are collections of samples, generally saved in a digital format, though it should be noted 

that analysis of authentic production existed before computers. Lindquist (2009, p. 2) describes 

how Danish grammarian Otto Jespersen filled thousands of shoeboxes with bits of paper on 

which he had recorded useful quotes to use as examples in his grammar reference book. Now 

thousands of shoeboxes worth of excerpts can be neatly stored on a computer. Corpus analysis 

consists of discovering interesting linguistic phenomenon in a corpus. The possibilities for 

corpus analysis have exploded in recent decades, thanks to advances in computer technology. 

Improved computing power has allowed for compilation and quick analysis of huge corpora. 

Two examples of contemporary corpora are the COCA and BNC corpora. The Corpus of 

Contemporary American English, COCA, is publicly available online. It is designed to provide a 

representative picture of American English (Davies, 2008). It currently consists of more than 450 

million words, from five subcorpus genres: spoken, fiction, popular magazines, newspapers, and 

academic journals. The British National Corpus (BNC Consortium, 2007), also publicly 

available online, is a 100 million word corpus of written and spoken language, designed to 

represent contemporary British English. 

Corpus Analysis Methodology 

Corpus analysis involves noticing interesting linguistic phenomenon in a corpus. 

Attributes such as frequency and collocation are used to describe the language. Computers are 

helpful allies because they can store and process vast quantities of data, counting and sorting 
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very quickly. Lindquist (2009, p. 5) explains that corpus data are generally presented as 

frequency figures or concordances, or both. Frequency counts are just that, counts of instances of 

a linguistic feature. Microsoft Word can yield frequency counts of words and phrases in a single 

file. On the COCA web site, a researcher can find out which words occur most frequently in the 

entire corpus (or in a subcorpus). The words can be sorted alphabetically or in order of frequency. 

He or she can also request a count of a specific word or phrase. In this context ‘tokens’ are 

occurrences of a word. Lemmas are occurrences of any member of a group containing all the 

inflected forms of a word--for example ‘kick, kicks, kicked, kicking.’ In this short excerpt, there 

are four instances of the lemma ‘KICK’ and one instance each of the 4 tokens. Some programs 

provide ‘type’ counts, which include each word only once—thus yielding a count of unique 

words contained in a text. This measure can indicate richness of vocabulary. 

Frequency counts can also be used in further calculations. Relative frequency is a 

percentage, the proportion of a raw frequency figure to the total number of tokens in a corpus. 

Percentage figures allow for comparisons. Lindquist stresses that the absolute values must 

always be provided along with percentage, so the reader knows the sample size and can judge if 

it is large enough to be significant (2009, pp. 41-42).  

A concordance is a view of all the contexts of a word or phrase searched in a corpus. A 

concordancer is a program that can create such a view for the researcher—though concordancers 

generally also provide frequency information. Computer concordances generally display the 

search word or phrase centered in a single line of context. This layout is called ‘keyword in 

context,’ or ‘KWIC.’ In most programs the user can click the line to open up a fuller view of the 

context. Collocations are partner words that show up together more frequently than chance 

would predict. In a concordancer frequent collocations can be searched and displayed, 
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alphabetically or by frequency. Prior to computers, scholars painstakingly compiled concordance 

data for important texts like the Bible and the works of Shakespeare (Lindquist, 2009). With 

computers, the process is much easier.  

Searching for and counting words in a text can be fairly straightforward, but many 

sophisticated searches require part-of-speech and other grammatical information. This brings us 

to tagging. Corpora are generally tagged in various ways (Timmis, 2015, pp. 16-17). Tagging is 

also referred to as markup or annotation. Descriptive data is entered in a text, in a standardized 

format that corpus analysis programs recognize. Metadata tags consist of information about the 

file--demographic data, genre, etc. Users can perform searches limited to texts meeting certain 

metadata criteria. Tags can also be interspersed in a text, to label text features like part-of-speech. 

Native speaker corpora are often tagged with part-of-speech tags, so users can search and count 

based on part of speech. Professional corpus projects like the COCA have been tagged already. 

Custom-made corpora must be tagged by the researcher. Software with an interface designed to 

facilitate this process can be used. Automatic linguistic analysis is an option, though researchers 

are advised to review the results carefully (Lindquist, 2009, p. 45). Automatic tagging software 

uses algorithms to label words with their parts of speech. Another important tag type is error tags, 

which were used in this study. Researchers can mark errors with codes, for subsequent analysis. 

A final note on methodology relates to the orientation of the researcher. Lindquist (2009, 

p. 10 & pp. 25-26) explains how researchers can approach corpus analysis in three ways. With 

corpus driven research, the researcher has no preconceived notions, arriving at conclusions 

through an inductive process. With corpus-based research, corpus analysis is used to test 

hypotheses the researcher has already formed. Corpus-aided research uses corpora merely to 

generate authentic examples for illustrative purposes.  
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Appendix D: Error Taxonomy 

The error taxonomy used in this study was based on that described by Janet Lane and 

Ellen Lange (1999) in their book Writing Clearly: An Editing Guide. There are 15 categories, for 

15 error types typical of ESL student writing. The 15 types are divided into global, or more 

serious, and local, or less serious errors. This distinction derives from Marina Burt and Carol 

Kiparsky’s (1972) The Gooficon: A Repair Manual for English, a comprehensive text that 

provides a much more detailed ESL error classification scheme. Global errors, such as sentence 

structure, are generally errors that impede understanding. Local errors, such as article errors, may 

be irritating but are less serious in that they do not interfere with understanding. They are often 

confined to a word or small chunk of a sentence, while global errors may affect larger sections of 

text. Lane and Lange also provided a list of miscellaneous other errors, which they did not 

believe to be typical of ESL writing. Therefore, these various errors did not receive their own 

chapter in the book. Each of the 15 categories is further subdivided into smaller categories. 

As the data analysis for this study was conducted, some errors were found which did not 

fit clearly into any of Lane and Lange categories. In other cases distinguishing between very 

closely related categories proved to be impractical, and categories were combined. Some changes 

were also made based on the grammatical categories established in Applied English syntax: 

Foundations for Word, Phrase, and Sentence Analysis (Koffi, 2015). These arose primarily with 

regard to verbs. A verb subcategorization category was established to group together related 

errors that in the original taxonomy were dispersed over several categories. The original Lane 

and Lange categories are provided in Figure. Information about the modified taxonomy used in 

this study follows. Examples are drawn either from Lane and Lange or from the study data set. 
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Error Categories Used in Current Study 

1-verb tense/aspect 

vt 

vt1, vt2-Wrong verb tense/aspect out of the 12 possible (Koffi, 2015, 

p. 181). These errors involve using the wrong tense/aspect form of the 

verb. Sometimes a time phrase indicates the intended tense/aspect; other 

times the intended meaning can be sensed in other ways. For a situation 

where the writer switched verb tense inappropriately, only the first time 

writer switched was marked. Then if they continued writing in the new 

verb tense subsequent verbs were not marked. However if they switched 

back again later, this location was marked again. Some examples of vt1 

are:  

“Alex has sent out several job applications last month.” 

“I was in the United States since 1985.”  

“My muscles are sore. I should not exercise so hard yesterday.” 

“Many students participate in the graduation ceremony next month.” 
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2-verb form 

vf 

 

vf1, vf2-Main verb, wrong form, and past participle in VP, wrong 

form. This includes “ed” regularized to irregular past tense verbs, and 

confusion over participle and preterite forms. For example: 

“My comment hurted her feelings.” 

“She flied to Los Angeles.” 

“The choir had already sang their last song.” (sung) 

 

vf4-Ill-formed stative passive.  

A Main verb was used, instead of be + past participle. This is a form of 

the passive voice called stative passive.  

“I confuse about what you just said.” (if main be verb is missing, error 

goes under SS#1. “I confused.”) 

“The store is close on Sundays.” 

  
vf4-Aux vb and main vb are mismatched 

Auxiliary verb and main verb don't match, in form or choice of auxiliary. 

The auxiliary may also be extraneous. 

Included here are extra “s” and “ed” added to main verb—the base form is 

used with auxiliary verbs. Also included are cases like “students are 

suffer” (failure to form progressive). These errors involve auxiliaries “be”, 

“do”, and “have”. Modal errors have their own category. 

 

“The employment office does accepts applications all year.”  (don’t need 

s) 

“He did not studied enough.” 

 “Whites were expected  

blacks to be mindless. 

vf6-Infinitive wrong form 

“Mike forgets to checks his mail.” 

“It was hard for her to admitted her problem.” 

 

missing auxiliary 

“She coming soon.” 

Cases of missing do in questions and negatives go under SS. 

 

Verb 

Subcategorization  

See Koffi, chapters 8 

and 13 

  

transitivity 

(issue with 

verb’s 

complement) 

intransitive verb has an object 

“This situation occurs some health problems in a 

student's body.” 

(can’t be fixed with a preposition) 
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 obligatory transitive verb missing object 

“The university supports (them) by giving an initial 

push.”  

 

Ditransitive issue 

A rule of double object construction or dative 

construction is violated.  

“Matt bought for me a present.” 

“The boss gave to Jenna a special assignment.” 

“SCSU should arrange them a job.” 

 

verb+prep  

 

  
 

preposition is missing 

“I will have to study to compensate the time I lost 

yesterday.” 

(for needed) 

Also relates to transitivity—verbs that need a 

preposition between themselves and a noun, or oblique 

object. 

 

preposition is not needed 

“In my paper, I emphasized about the need for smaller 

classes.”  

 

wrong preposition 

“Parents spend a lot of money in their children’s 

education.” 

  
phrasal verb 

Particle that is part of phrasal verb is wrong or missing: 

“These schedules force you to sleep when your body is 

telling you to wake.” 

 

Verbal after main verb is wrong form 

Lane and Lange (1999) talk about how patterns of verbals following given 

verbs are not rule-based (p. 37). Koffi talks about verbals as 

untensed/non-finite subordinate clauses (p. 390). The verbal can be an 

infinitive, a present participle, a past participle, or a base form.   

“He decided going to the library tonight.” 

“Matthew avoided to discuss that issue.” 

“The bystander helped me pushed my car to the side of the road.” 

 

3-Modal Verb modal1-wrong modal for meaning 

Also used if modal was used instead of have-be-do. Include cases of 
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modal  

  

 

needing the modal to express a hypothetical mood. 

“I must have gone to my teacher's office, but I didn't have time.” 

  

modal2-wrong modal form 

The parts are there, modal and any other auxiliary and main verb, but 

form is wrong.  

“She might studies tonight.” 

“She might to study tonight.” 

“You must has the determination to succeed.” 

  

Missing modal 

Modal is needed. Can be used when a modal pattern is established and a 

case breaks from it. If a modal verb is missing from a conditional clause, 

put under conditional category. If “will” is missing, to express future 

tense, put under verb tense.  

“It would probably be a pretext for not attending the classes. It helps 

students to have a good excuse.” 

  
Extraneous modal 

“They don’t care whether other people should get enough sleep.” 

 

5-Passive Voice 

pass 

  

 

pass1-passive voice wrong form 

The passive voice has been incorrectly formed, such as lacking past 

participle or “be” verb. 

“Some problems can be fix easily.” 

“Your grades will sent next week.” 

 

pass2-passive voice needed 

Passive voice is needed instead of active voice. 

“A new air conditioner will install next week.” 

(it can't install itself) 

 

pass3-verb can’t be passive 

Intransitive verbs can't be passive. 

“A power outage was occurred last month.” 

“Male dominance still is existed in some countries.” 

 

6-Relative, Adverbial, and Noun Clause Errors 

rel cl, adv cl, n cl 

Because conditionals are also considered subordinate clauses (Koffi, p. 408), this category was moved 
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here. 

(Note: Due to space limitations, this section is formatted differently. It is the only error category that 

branches 3 times.) 

1-Relative Clause 

rel cl 

 

rel cl 1-missing relative clause 

The connector that would create a relative clause structure is missing. 

“Alienation is noticeable among people come from different cultural 

backgrounds.” 

  

rel cl 2-wrong form, relative clause 

Wrong relative pronoun, or wrong form of it: 

“Cases have been found that even good students resort to cheating.” 

(in which, where) 

“I just met the people who their house I am renting this summer.” 

(whose house) 

  

rel cl 3-missing preposition in relative clause 

“I got into a situation which it was hard to make a decision.” 

“The person whom I need to return the key is not home.” 

  

rel cl 4-repetition in relative clause 

Noun or pronoun is repeated: 

“The people whom I have met them are very friendly.” 

  
other miscellaneous relative clause errors 

  

2-Adverbial Clause 

adv cl 

  

 

adv cl 1-redundancy 

redundancy—both subordinating and coordinating conjunctions: 

“Even though my mother is trying to learn English, but she finds studying 

it difficult.” 

  

adv cl 2-conjunction has wrong meaning 

“We have purchased one of those pens while we like them.” 

  

adv cl 3-conjunction in wrong clause 

“He broke the window because he had to pay for it.” 

  

adv cl 4-prep phrase used instead of conjunction 

“Pierre could not travel to Mexico because of his Visa had expired.” 

  

adv cl 5-adverb used as conjunction 
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“Especially my aunt likes hamburgers, we always buy one for her.” 

 

adv cl 6-adverbial cl frag 

“While the store was still open. Harriet bought a soda.” 

  

adv cl 8-future tense used 

Future tense used in adverbial clause of time. Future can only be used in 

the independent clause. 

“When we will get home, we will call you.” 

  

Conditional 

Clause Errors 

cond 

cond1,2,4,5-verb issues  

Use when there is a mismatch between a main verb 

or auxiliary or a missing aux, and when a conditional 

pattern is broken. Later sentence or clause should 

continue with a conditional pattern but doesn't. Also 

use when verbs do not correctly distinguish factual 

versus hypothetical conditional. 

“If I study hard for my exam, I would pass it.” 

“I would have gotten to class on time if the bus did 

not come late.” 

“If I had time I rather go to the beach.” 

 “If our teacher gave us a test today, she would see 

we don't know the material. We will probably all 

fail.” 

 ”If I am more organized, I will have a separate folder 

for each class.” 

 

cond3-missing conditional 

A conditional sentence is not used where one is 

needed. Sentence is missing if or other conditional 

marker (Lane & Lange, p. 80; Koffi, p. 409). 

“I know about the reading homework. I would have 

done it.” 

(If I had known about the reading assignment 

(condition), I would have done it (result). 

“Especially Peter does not have a new job before 

quitting his old job, he might have a hard time 

finding a job in the future.”  

 

other adverbial clause errors 

For example, missing a conjunction. 
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3-Noun Clause 

n cl 

In object position, that 

can be omitted. 

Koffi puts that noun 

clauses with adverbial 

clauses (p. 388), h/wh 

noun clauses with 

relative clauses (p. 

449). Because they are 

a common topic in 

grammar texts, this 

category is preserved 

here. 

 

Be cautious of that as 

relative pronoun, vs 

that as subordinating 

conjunction. 

  

 

 n cl 1,2-noun clause is missing 

Noun clause has not been used as subject of sentence, or adjective 

complement: 

“Famous athletes and entertainers earn millions of dollars a year seems 

unfair.” 

Should be “That famous athletes and entertainers earn millions of dollars 

a year seems unfair.” or “It seems unfair that famous athletes and 

entertainers earn millions of dollars a year.” 

Noun phrase was not used as object of preposition: 

“Helen did not agree with they said.” 

Basically, missing that or the h or wh word. 

Reported request, missing noun clause: 

“His friend recommended John to take the course.” (that John take) 

The subjunctive form of the verb (base form) has not been used in a noun 

clause that expresses a demand, recommendation, requirement, advice, or 

expectation. 

 
n cl 3,4-phrase is needed 

A noun clause was used after a main verb, a phrasal verb, or an adjective 

w/prep, and a phrase is needed: 

“we have to put up with (the fact) that his apt is cold.” 

“We are concerned about that there will be a food shortage.” 

Should be “We are concerned about the fact that there will be a food 

shortage.” 

 

n cl 7-reported question 

A noun clause that is a reported question is incorrectly formed, due to 

wrong connecting word or wrong word order: 

“The researcher hopes to discover that the function of this chemical is.” 

“The researcher hopes to discover what is the function of this chemical.” 

  
n cl 9-noun clause fragment 

“Pat told his boss. That the report would be late.” 

 

Wrong connector word 

“We talked about that if (if, whether) sleep really affects the performance 

of students…” 

other miscellaneous noun clause errors 
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7-Sentence 
Structure Errors 

ss 

All clauses need 

subject and verb 

except for imperative 

cases, where ‘you’ is 

implied. 

  
 

 

ss1-Missing main be verb  

If this a passive voice problem, put under PASS. Missing other auxiliary 

verb, put under VF. 

“There many majors to choose from.” 

  
missing main verb 

Missing other main verb (aside from “be”) in sentence or coordinate 

clause. 

  
ss2-Missing subject or key part 

Subject of sentence or clause is missing. 

“When we meet new people and start living in a new place are scary.” 

Adverb clause can't be subject. 

“When realized his son was missing class, Mr. Simon was angry.” 

“Is an interesting class in which I am learning a lot.” 

This needs dummy it. 

“In my view, (spending) a school’s money on someone’s personal life is 

just a waste.” (missing core of subject) 

  
ss3-subject repeated  

“My roommate when he is not busy with school, he works part time.” 

This can be ok, for emphasis. Fronting, such as: 

“Fong and I, we grew up in the same neighborhood.” 

  
ss4-missing words, needed for grammar  

Missing content words, except for missing “be” or other main verb, 

missing subject, see above. 

Missing connectors are in CONN, prepositions in PREP, articles in ART, 

pronouns in Other.  

This category is for missing adverbs, careless errors, places where context 

makes it clear another word is needed. 

  

ss5-mixed sentence structure  

Two clauses or phrases have been used that do not fit grammatically. 

Compound/complex sentences gone awry. Sentence starts out one way, 

then veers off into another type of construction. 

“By using Facebook can help students keep in touch with their teacher.”  

Often involves some extra function words. Convoluted structures, trying 

to sound academic. 
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ss6-parallel structure  

non-parallel items joined by and, but, or, nor yet (Lane and Lange, p. 

140). 

“My advisor told me to check out a journal from the library and that 

reading it as soon as possible was necessary.”  

If the parallel issue are fixed, and the item is still wrong, may need two 

tags. One for the error, another for not matching counterparts in list. 

  

ss7-sentence boundary  

A Fragment or run-on. 

When a fragment belongs with sentence before or after, 

select punctuation and fix. Otherwise select whole 

fragment. Runon, select space and correct with “ .” or “;” . 

“On the rafting trip, please bring clothes that will dry 

quickly and keep you warm polyester and wool are the 

best.” 

Comma splices are run-ons too. 

There is also a noun clause fragment category, and 

adverbial clause fragment category, for fragments 

embedded in these contexts.  

 

fragment 

Run-on 

questions 

“What you think?” 

  
negatives 

Incorrectly formed negative, whether due to missing auxiliary, or “no” 

instead of “not.” 

“He no want food.” 

 

Other repetition 

“Lack of sleep can also lead to harmful results too.” (adverbs) 

 

restructure 

Phrases/clauses where you can derive the meaning, but 

major restructuring is needed, involving more than one 

change. Might need a word change, which might affect 

grammar. Order may also be screwy. 

Short 

2 or 3 words, in 

both original 

and correction 
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“She did the suicidal attempt.” 

(She made a suicide attempt, attempted suicide, tried to 

commit suicide.) 

Also use where a phrase is grammatically correct but 

should be replaced by a word or different words. 

“It helps students do their performance well.” (perform) 

These errors generally have several possible 

corrections, so it’s hard to classify them. There is a little 

overlap with word choice. 

  
 

Long 

Over 3 words, 

in original or 

correction 

Expression 

mix-up 

Person is 

confusing 

possibilities, 

mixes them up. 

Double mark 

cases for any 

other errors 

present. 

“Jack is 

seeking for the 

answer on the 

internet.” 

(seeking, 

looking for) 

 

incoherent 

Serious error, totally incoherent sentence, can’t be at all certain what 

writer meant. Possibly multiple errors. 

“Beside my faculty adviser, I didn't anyone as much as.” 

 

extra word 

Extraneous content word, if error does not reasonably go under repetition. 

8-Word Order 

Errors 

wo 

For questions and 

negative statements, 

see SS. These errors 

often involve a 

combination of 

errors, not just WO. 

  
 

wo2-pronoun in phrasal verb 

The pronoun in a phrasal or multi-word verb is misplaced. This is not a 

rule-based phenomenon--students need to memorize or look up. 

“I don't like these posters. I decided to throw out them.” 

  
wo3-adverb w/adjective 

Adverb that modifies adjective wrongly placed. 

“The mayor had become aware more of his position.” 

  
wo4-adjective w/noun 

“The notebook blue is mine.” 



  96 

 

wo6,7-adverb and adverbial phrase 

There are some rules (Land and Lange, p. 157). 

“Poorly, Bob did the job.” 

“I went yesterday to the movies.” 

Also, adverbial phrases or clauses at end of sentence are in wrong order. 

“We left the movie because it was boring before it was over.” 

  
other word order 

“As only academics are not important in the present scenario.” 

For emphasis: 

“Then only they will be proud.” (Only then will they be proud.) 

 

9-Connecting Word 

Errors  

conn 

  

 

conn1-missing connector 

Missing a coordinating conjunction, or transitional word/phrase: 

“I did not study; I got an A.”  

Grammar here is ok, but meaning unclear 

“I frequently read magazines, go to the movies in my free time.” 

That is sort of a run-on, but more clearly it is missing connector. 

 

conn2-connector meaning  

Connecting word/phrase with wrong meaning joins independent clauses: 

“I was nervous about writing an essay in just one hour; moreover, I 

conquered my fear and finished.” 

Same error with subordinate clauses can be found under adverbial clauses, 

and for prepositions as connectors look in preposition categories. 

  

correlative conjunction 

“Not only the rating will be better, the students who will be writing a 

review about SCSU will be positive.” 

(Not only will the rating be better, but the students who will be writing a 

review about SCSU will be positive.) 

  

connector form 

Rhetorical connecting/transition phrase is malformed: 

“In sum up, I must say…” 

Some overlap with idioms, but choice was made to treat these separately 

due to importance in academic writing. 
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10-subject Verb 

Agreement Errors 

sv 

  

 

sv1-Final “s” missing 

Final “s” or “es” left off of 3rd person singular in present tense. 

“Each spring the doctor tell my father to take a vacation.” 

  
sv2-agreement, words in btw 

Subject and verb do not agree when words come in between. 

“Two members of the exploration party has been commended for 

bravery.” 

 

sv3-relative clause agreement 

Verb in relative clause does not agree with the noun clause modifies. 

“Every person should try to choose a place to live that suit his or her 

needs.” 

 

sv4-gerund, infinitive, noun clause subjects 

Subject and verb do not agree when a gerund, infinitive, or noun clause is 

subject (Land & Lange, p. 188). 

“Being a workaholic have many disadvantages.” 

 

sv5-“there…” sentences 

Subject and verb do not agree when clause or sentence starts with “there 

is/are”, “there was/were”, “there has been/have been”. 

“There are a new six-screen movie theater downtown.” 

 
 

sv6- “one of the” etc. 

Agreement issues with quantifying words and phrases, see Lane & Lange, 

p. 191. 

“One of the students play the flute.” 

“X of the x,” “some”, “a number of”, “the number of”,  “none”, 

“everyone”, “nobody” 

  

other miscellaneous SV 

Other subject/verb agreement errors--compound nouns, uncountable 

nouns, weird nouns that end in s but are not plural, correlative 

conjunctions, be and have, etc. 

“Kennedy and Roosevelt has both been presidents of the US.” 

“The money are in the wallet.” 

“Economics are a very interesting subject.” 
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11-Article Errors 

art 

  

 

art1-article needed 

Zero article used when “a” or “the” is needed: 

“I paid my fine at library.” 

 

art2-article misuse in a quantity phrase 

“The” is missing after an “of” phrase showing quantity: 

“All of textbooks for this class have been sold.” 

“One of the”, “most of the”, “some of the”, “half of the” etc. 

Other article misuse in quantity phrases, such as: 

“I would like to state few supporting reasons” 

“They feel lot more stress” 

 

art3-“a” used when no article is needed 

“A good friend gave an advice.” 

“My uncle has an obvious reasons.” 

Issue with noncount and plural nouns. 

 

art4-“a/the” mixup 

“A” used for “the” and vice versa. 

“My cousin lived the happy life as a doctor.” 

“My lab partner has a books you wanted.” 

  

art5-article versus other determiners 

“A” or “the” used instead of another determiner, or vice versa. 

“Whenever I go to the library, I remember that I need the library card.” 

“According to this short background text...” Context requires “the” 

 

“the” not needed 

“International students have the sleeping problems because of the time 

difference.” 

  

other miscellaneous article errors 

Other miscellaneous article errors—“a/an” mixup, etc. 

  

12-singular/plural 

errors 

s/pl 

  

 

s/pl1-countable noun number 

A countable noun is singular when it should be plural, or plural when it 

should be singular. 

"I missed 2 problem on my calculus exam." 

Use this for number agreement problems like “many student...” 
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s/pl2-uncountable noun is plural 

"You should get advices about your decision." 

s/pl3-demonstrative agreement 

DON'T USE this, unless the noun is clearly in correct number. Most of 

these errors belong under spl1. 

"This books are for the other class." 

  

s/pl4-adjective is plural 

"The campus has reds bricks buildings." 

English doesn’t match adjective to noun. 

  

s/pl6,7- “of” phrase 

Countable noun in idiomatic “of” phrase is not plural when it should be, 

or vice versa. 

"One of the oldest building on campus is North Hall." 

“that kind of things” “those kind of people” 

  
 

s/pl8-irregular plural errors 

"Five womans signed up for the auto mechanics class." 

 

other s/pl errors 

Use for any cases that seem a little more convoluted than just carelessly 

leaving off an “s”.  
 

13-Word Choice 

Errors 

wc 

  

 

wc1-wrong content word used 

"My poor English bounds our friendship at a superficial level." 

Function words are covered in other areas--article, connector, preposition, 

pronoun. 

Also use for cases where verb does not fit subject and/or predicate, 

affecting meaning. AKA a “predication error”: 

"The rules expect that the library books will be returned on time." 

"Reiko's mother suffered a struggle to balance work and family." 

struggles can’t be suffered 

“Reading collaborated in opening Andrew's mind to a new world.” 

Reading doesn’t collaborate 

Ask yourself if verb can do the action required by subject or predicate. 
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Note, if passive voice is needed use PASS. 

  

Also use if adjective doesn’t work—weird semantics. 

"So, a single person can or may ignore this fact however the educated and 

well-reputated organisation like SCSU can't ignore this." 

An institution can't be educated. 

 

wc2-word doesn’t exist 

"Being a student is literarily a full time job." 

 

wc4-word sounds similar 

Problem for ear learners. Resolves with extensive reading. This is a 

judgement call, whether to use wc1 or wc4. 

"Adults have complained about teenagers for decays." 

 

wc6-register 

"We are gonna solve it together.” 

This is a rather subjective category. Used only in egregious cases. 

 

14-Word Form 

Errors 

wf 

  

 

wf1-wrong part of speech 

Word choice is good, but wrong part of speech: 

"Her attitude is a reflect of the views of society." 

  
wf2-wrong word part 

There are several options of suffix for every part of speech...must be 

memorized (Lane & Lange, pp. 243-244.) 

"I applied to the School of Financement." 

 

wf3-comparative error 

Wrong comparative adjective or adverb form used. 

"She has been more busier than usual." 

Put phrases involving comparatives here too….because it makes sense to 

group together. 

 

wf4-participle adjective mixup (ed, ing) 

"The essay was interested." 

 

Base verb form used when gerund or infinitive is needed, or other 

mixup of these forms 
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Verbal form in cases such as after an adjective, or object of preposition, or 

subject. See Lane & Lange pp. 36 and 41, and Koffi p. 403. 

“By study, we can learn these formulas.” 

“It is easy communicate with him.”  

Following Koffi, this would be a subordinate clause under an adjective (p. 

402). 

“Read is one of her hobbies.” (Could be “To read” or “Reading”) 

If confusion is with something like sleep/sleeping that are both nouns, put 

error in word part category. 

 

15-Preposition 

Errors 

prep 

For cases involving 

verb 

subcategorization, 

put there. 

  
 

prep1-wrong preposition before or after noun 

Wrong preposition in a prepositional phrase or idiom 

"I live in Anderson Street." 

"She will meet us for coffee in the night." 

"My mother worked, so the responsibility of the housework was mine." 

 

prep2-wrong preposition after adjective (Koffi, p. 329)  

"She is afraid to the dark." 

 

missing preposition 

missing prepositions 

“…their body won’t have had enough (of) the rest that is required…” 

 

extraneous preposition 

Not needed 

“There are a lot of people having financial dificulties at these days.” 

  

awkward prepositional phrase 

For example, should use a noun as an adjective rather than a prepositional 

phrase. 

"Their debt for students will be lower." (Their student debt will be lower.) 

For awkward possessive “of” constructions, classify under possessives. 

  
Other Errors 

Errors appearing in 

extra chart on page 

xix in Lane and 

Lange, or not 

covered in that text 

Idioms 

Idiom/expression errors. Person perhaps translated an idiom directly from 

L1, or botched an English idiom. 

“...communication with families and friends.” 

This category is a little subjective. See Lane and Lange, p. 266. 

Formulaic academic transitions are categorized under connectors. 
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Pronouns 

put possessive 

pronouns in 

possessive 

category. 

 

pronoun agreement problem 

pro agree—gender , number, person, case 

Pronoun reference is wrong--like using she for a man, 

or "He knew what kind of character was him."  

need subject pronoun 

or "He learned about the possibilities of life for him 

after reading." Needs reflexive pronoun 

The wrong pronoun was chosen to represent noun. 

 

pronoun reference problem 

pro ref 

Not clear who/what pronoun refers to, possibly there is 

no antecedent when one is needed.  

 

pronoun is needed 

Sentence with repeated noun such as: 

"I like UCD because UCD is located in a quiet college 

town."  

Also use when a noun was given, but sentence needs a 

pronoun grammatically again soon thereafter. 

“A committee has to be set up by SCSU to understand 

the sleep problems of students and (they) should be 

addressed in a subtle manner.” 

 

switch person 

Switch person inappropriately. 

 

Other pronoun 

form is wrong, etc. 

“All humans are controled by theirself…” 

  
Possessives 

Possessive 

adjectives, pronouns, 

and nouns. Also 

called genitive, more 

accurate. Actual 

possession is not 

necessarily involved. 

Possessive missing 

"A good night sleep is 7.8 hours." 

 

“of” construction 

Possessive “of” used when another construction 

would work much better. 

“I read a newspaper of my university.” 
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apostrophe 

Missing or misplaced punctuation apostrophe. 

 

agreement 

“Colleges and universities that are interested in the 

success of its students…” 

Punctuation that affects meaning 

Punctuation is not the focus of this study, and not all errors are marked. 

Put punctuation not covered elsewhere, that affects meaning, here. Use 

when commas are needed to clarify meaning, set comment phrases apart. 

"Now he could look at the boss feeling closer to him because he knew 

exactly what type of character was him." 

(Now he could look at the boss, feeling closer to him, because he knew 

exactly what type of character was him.) 

Don’t use this category for run-ons, which go under SS. 

  
 

 

 


