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grendmother dled August 12, 1925 at the age of 81 and would have been
82 if she hed lived until the 15th of August which wae her birthday.

guch is the life of my grendparents in llinnecota.

--Laurence Hall



TAKEN FROM THE CENSUS RECCORDS OF 1860

Enumerated June 14, 1880 By-- C. Grandelmeyer
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CAPSER, JOSEFH File No.B-205

Joseph Capser was born in Bavaria, Germany on March 5, 1833, 1In
1846 he came to America, because of religious prosecution, with his
father who was engeged as a land agent and surveyor, and settled in
Saint Mary's, Pennsylvenia, Joseph Capser is the son of Casper and
Julianna Capser, When he was eighteen years of age he was a pilot
on & river boat on the Susguahanna River,

In 1858 Joseph Capser came to Minnesota and took up a homestead in
Saint Joseph, Minnesota,

In 1864 he moved to Sauk Centre, being the first German settler
in this township, There were very few buildings here at that time and
these were inside a stockade, which had been built for protection against
the Indians, This was located where Birch and Eighth Street now meet,

As there was no real store in Sauk Centre, Mr, Capeer went to St,
Paul and bought some merchandise which amounted to $4,000, This was
hauled to Ssuk Centre by ox teams, Things were very high there, kerosene
was 70¢ a gellon, and calico was 60¢ a yard by the bolt, There was a
emall log cabin outside the stockade which was partly damaged., He moved
hie goode there but before they could repair the roof it rained and a
large part of the goods was spoiled or damaged, While they were living
there their oldest son, Henry, was born, He was the first white boy
born in Sauk Centre, Joseph moved his store to a building where the
Merchants' National Bank now stand, A4n article which appeared in the
Herald on Janusry 28, 1860 stated:

"At first lMr, Capser's sales were smell, but by a strict attention
of businees and a‘straight forward and honorable course in all his
dealings with everybody, rich or poor, he has brought his trade up to a

point that is second to none in the same line in the county, His salesg

for the past year amounted to $59, 334, 58, In this connection we can-



