St. Cloud State University
theRepository at St. Cloud State

Commencement Programs University Archives

12-18-1999

Commencement Program [Fall 1999]

St. Cloud State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/commpro

b Part of the Education Commons

Recommended Citation
St. Cloud State University, "Commencement Program [Fall 1999]" (1999). Commencement Programs. 216.
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/commpro/216

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at theRepository at St. Cloud State.
It has been accepted for inclusion in Commencement Programs by an authorized administrator of theRepository at
St. Cloud State. For more information, please contact tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu.












COMMENCEMENT MARKS RENEWAL
Se Nl R A DI FION  OF EXCELLENCE

1871 graduate Alfretta Van Valkenberg, a member
of the Third Normal School’s (later St. Cloud State
University) first class, recalled years later the vivid
memory and dramatic impact of her commence-
ment: “I felt all of life was open to me and I could
tread (lifes) paths with a firm and reliant tread.”

The environment on this campus has changed
significantly since Alfretta received her diploma. But
the one-building teacher training school where
Alfretta received her higher education has some-
thing important in common with the comprehen-
sive, sprawling university on the Mississippi River
that has earned a national reputation for excellence:
It continues to arm students with the knowledge,
experiences and skills to transform their lives. It
continues to provide an atmosphere where learning
from the past enriches planning for the future.
There truly is a tradition of excellence and
opportunity for all St. Cloud State students.

The Third Normal Schools first principal, Ira
Moore, and the State Normal Board displayed the
foresight and progressive spirit that remains evident
on this campus today. Those first leaders started
building “a nucleus of a library that will in time
meet all the needs of the large institution this is
destined to become.” Today’ state and university
leaders secured information technology for a $32.5

million library that will be the hub of St. Cloud
State University as it enters the 21st century. The
235,000-square-foot high-tech library will open in
the fall of 2000.

Sharing a proud tradition

With that first commencement, which took place
129 years ago in a small church building that still
stands south of Coborn’s on Fifth Avenue, a proud
tradition was begun. Thousands of students in years
to come would commemorate through this
ceremony the academic and practical knowledge
they had gained to prepare them for a career and
for life. They would be reminded of the issues they
had explored and the opinions they had formulat-
ed. They would celebrate the friends they had met
from different backgrounds and diverse cultures.
Today’s graduates are the latest to benefit from
the tradition of excellence and opportunity that
Alfretta Van Valkenberg and all those in between
discovered at the Third Normal School and its later
incarnations, St. Cloud Teachers College, St. Cloud
State College and St. Cloud State University.

For Alfretta and her peers, becoming a teacher
was the only option. Now this highly-accredited
university offers 70 undergraduate and 37 graduate
programs in a wide variety of career fields. While
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the campus has evolved into five colleges plus
graduate and continuing studies programs and
enrollment has grown to more than 14,000,

St. Cloud State remains a place where students
come to be transformed. Then and now students
receive an affordable, high-quality education -- and
a bridge to a profession. Then and now students
gain the confidence to “tread (life’s) paths with a
firm and reliant tread,” as Alfretta so aptly wrote in
her tribute.

At this commencement we salute Alfretta and
all the graduates who followed -- especially those
we gather to pay tribute to today. Whether they
are the first in their families to cross the

commencement stage or are becoming one of an
increasing number of second or third-generation
SCSU alumni to benefit from St. Cloud State’s
traditions all share this once-in-a-lifetime
accomplishment with the families and friends

whose support helped bring them to this day.
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MACE BEARER RAVINDRA N. KALIA, Professor
Mathematics

FACULTY LINE LEADERS KATHLEEN K. MOONEY, Professor
Accounting

JAMES C. PEHLER, Associate Professor
Learning Resources and Technology Services

MARSHALS CAROL BRINK, Professor
Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Sport Science

ELAINE E CARTER, Professor
Foreign Languages and Literature

W. ARTHUR MEHRHOFE Professor
Community Studies

STEPHEN P MOONEY, Professor
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate

GORDON D. SCHRANK, Professor
Biological Sciences

REX L. VEEDER, Associate Professor
English

ANNOUNCER R. BRUCE HYDE, Associate Professor
Speech Communication
HOODERS MARILYN A. JENSEN, Professor
Applied Psychology

BRYANT A. JULSTROM, Professor
Computer Science

ST. CLOUD STATE UNIVERSITY BRUCE W. WOOD, Conductor
ORCHESTRA Associate Professor, Music
SONG LEADER J. HUGH GIVENS, Professor
Music
SIGN LANGUAGE KRISTA DILLMAN

INTERPRETERS LANORA JOHNSON



