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COLEGROVE , JP.IBS : Fi 1 e o . B - 'J 1 / 
James Colegrove was bo rn ~ y 8 , 1841 in .ornell~ville, teuben 

County, New Yo r k . The son of r ancis nd Amanda ( itts) Colegr ove . 

_ e a ttended the district schools i Arkport , ··ew York , about five 

iles out m f ornellsville, and h e finished a t the Alfred c ademy. 

Th i s Academy ia.s founded by the seventh day A vent ist. ~e tnen 

t a u ght school for four year~ i n his n tive st te. In 1866 he c .me 

to Clearwater, Stearns ...,aunty, innesot ~ , h ere he located on section 

34 Lynden .on a f a rm which he late r i crea s ed to 4 O acres . He lso 

taught school during the winter month s an there resi e . for some 

34 years . 

_e .s c hair11 an of the boar of supervisors , town clerk , an 

justice of eace as well as cha i rman of the school boar of his i s­

t rict. 

In 1901 he c me to St . Cl oud e-nd a made secret~ry of the ·r nite 

Cit y Iron orks, where h is invention , t h e Colegro ve .,ot .to Digger , 

was manuf c tured . 

He was m de a ason in the Clear water Loge, t o. 28 , A.F. nd 

A. ] . Clearwater, .innesota, and several times served as its 1 aster. 

e is now member of North Star Lodge, . o. 23, St . Clou , innegota. 

James !"'tol egrove m rried .. ar y Louise Stear .Ls , the daughte r o f 

Calvin ~tearns. To James and · axy ( t e r ns) Colegrove thr ee ch il ren 

were born; _ary I;ouise, who married n11ia 1 • Ro ertson. They are · 

loc ated in Ba th, 1 a ine and h ve one daughter , C"'rrie L. Fr .noes .. and 

m rried Harry Bigerstaff and fter h i de&t h she ma rried Ant hony 

Murphy of St . _Cloud. Pi tt Payson , the only son of J ,mes Colegr ove 

r eceived h:s ea rly e uc a tion i n lea r water, a t ten ed the St . Cloud 
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~tate Normal School d the niversity of innesot a and gra u _ted 

from the niversity of -e York. He t ught m themat ic in the t. 

Cloud ormal fort enty ye~rs and afte r tthis neriod ma e superinten­

dent of city schools o f Virginia , innesot. He m~rried Al ice J cobs , 

and t h ey have one daughter , Hel en. ~elen m rrie Theo ore Dek er and 

th ey have two childre n . They are l oc ated at t h e -oresent ti ne in 

Duluth , -i nnesot • 

James Colegr ove never really ga.ve up f .r ming o r t ruc k gardening, 

h e still keeps a s plen -i d garden in s pite of being ninet y- thr ee year s 

omd. 

Mrs . M ry Louise (Stea r ns) Colegr ove d ied in 1911 . In 191 5 J ames 

Cole gr ove was married to ary 

nna -'- alme r of Warren, Illinois. 

al mer, the daugh ter of John and 

_ey a re living at 826- 7th Ave . 

South . This home was bought in 1916. 

James Colegr ove has a watc h in his possession r h ich he b s 

h since 1 880 . He also tells of a flood in 1867 , it star t ed r .ining 

t e fir s t d y o f July 1 867 and by t h e 1 0 h the w .te r h , re che it' 

hi gh e st po i nt , and t h e ~ i ss issippi bottom 1 n w a l l under cder . 

Interviewed: J ames Colegr ove 
ate : J une 1 , 1936 

y : Tresa Gruber 

ublica.tion Granted 
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FROll THE RECORDS IN TH STEARNS COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

FOR THE JAKES COLGROVE BIOGRAPHY 

Date of Place of 
Name Birth Birth Father 1 e Name ~ 

1. Pitt Payson Colgrove Octo\>er 13 , 1872 .tames Colgrove 

llother•·s Name w.... Book htt Line Remarks 

1 . Louisa Colgrove A 69 24 
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J a .Ties . ol gro ve v 2 . or n in _ o r 1e-l sville , • Y. , in 1841 . u e 

a.rr i v e i n .uyn ~en in 866 n d ou ght .., l"_r ge t r 2c t o f -.Jl .• He 

tau gh t s c 1 ool n umber o f ye 2.r s J1 :i t h en oe gan i nnroving a.n "_ t i l . in&£ 

hi . f a r m. Hi pr i nc i p 1 l i n e in f 2 ~1 na hGs b e e t h e fee ,-<_n g c,n 

f . t t e n ing o f c L.t t le , ~:L1i p-o i ng i;;:e v e n .... C c r .· o a.d · e oc b y ec.r t 

ma r ets. Hi beaut i n d g 1 c ult .:. v-- t,.., - _.,, ,r i n .ic .... te 

_, r t ic ~ _ nc. int el l i gent ~upe r vi on . e .., s t :..ren 

i n ub7 me ·.f :fai r .nd h as h e l ~- emi n e nt t ~n ~n . oh o 1 o f f i c e o s t 

of t l e t i me ... inc e h e b ee _.,, e ,..., r e i ~eLt of t.n e t o n . · e h a i nve nte 1_ 

!:!_.n ~- perfec te · . t • o ho r s e pot ato ~i cr ~e r tn.~ ... t l i 1 , n ..,_o b +ec _ y 

r ev ut~oni ze not-to di a i ng. 

Ta. en _crorll, E . "ly Hi t ry of 1tla ine Pr . · r i e 

P~._e 64 
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FROM THE RECORDS IN THE STEAR'7S 'OOU1~TY COURT HOUSE 

FOR THE JAMES COLGROVE BIOGRAPHY 

Name 
Date of 
Birth 

Pl.aoe of 
Birth Fatber 1 s ~ame 

1. Pitt Payson Colgrove October 13, 1872 

Kot:her• s Name 

1. Louisa Colgrove 

~ 

69 

Jaine e Colgrove 

Line Remarks 

24 
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