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COMMENCEMENT 

SCSU TRADITION 

1871 graduate Alfretta Van Valkenberg, a member 

of the first class of the Third Normal School (later 

St. Cloud State University), recalled years later the 

vivid memory and dramatic impact of her com

mencement: "I felt all of life was open to me and I 

could tread (life's) paths with a firm and reliant 

tread." 

The environment on this campus has changed 

significantly since Alfretta received her diploma. But 

the one-building teacher training school where she 

received her higher education has something 

important in common with the comprehensive, 

sprawling university on the Mississippi River that 

has earned a national reputation for excellence: It 

continues to arm students with the knowledge, 

experiences and skills to transform their lives. It 

continues to provide an atmosphere where learning 

from the past enriches planning for the future. 

There truly is a tradition of excellence and 

opportunity for all St. Cloud State students. 

The Third Normal School's first principal, Ira 

Moore, and the State Normal Board displayed the 

foresight and progressive spirit that remains evident 

on this campus today Those first leaders started 

building "a nucleus of a library that will in time 

meet all the needs of the large institution this is 

MARKS RENEWAL 
OF EXCELLENCE 

destined to become." Now the James W Miller 

Learning Resources Center is the hub for study, 

research and discussion on campus. 

Sharing a proud tradition 
With that first commencement, which took place 

133 years ago in a small church building that still 

stands south of Cobom's on Fifth Avenue, a proud 

tradition was begun. Thousands of students in years 

to come would commemorate through this 

ceremony the academic and practical knowledge 

they had gained to prepare them for a career and 

for life. They would be reminded of the issues they 

had explored and the opinions they had formulat

ed. They would celebrate the friends they had met 

from different backgrounds and diverse cultures. 

Today's graduates are the latest to benefit from 

the tradition of excellence and opportunity that 

Alfretta Van Valkenberg and all those in between 

discovered at the Third Normal School and its later 

incarnations, St. Cloud Teachers College, St. Cloud 

State College and St. Cloud State University 

For Alfretta and her peers, becoming a teacher 

was the only option. Now this highly-accredited 

university offers over 100 undergraduate and 45 

graduate programs in a wide variety of career fields. 
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AND OPPORTUNITY 

While the campus has evolved into five colleges 

plus graduate and continuing studies programs and 

enrollment has grown to over 15,000, St. Cloud 

State remains a place where students come to be 

transformed. Then and now students receive an 

affordable, high-quality education -- and a bridge 

to a profession. Then and now students gain the 

confidence to "tread (life's) paths with a firm and 

reliant tread," as Alfretta so aptly wrote in her trib

ute. 

At this commencement we salute Alfretta and 

all the graduates who followed -- especially those 

we gather to pay tribute to today Whether they 

are the first in their families to cross the 

commencement stage or are becoming one of an 

increasing number of second or third-generation 

SCSU alumni to benefit from St. Cloud State's 

traditions, all share this once-in-a-lifetime 

accomplishment with the families and friends 

whose support helped bring them to this day 
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