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DAHLE , ALBERT 

THE S~ORY OF THE LIFE OF AN OLD SETTLER I N MI NNES OTA 

Eve r y development is inte r e Qting- -th Bt of a t o n , inst i t u t e , or 

individu~1 al ways . 

I n this early his t ory of Sauk Centre a ord of int ere s t may b e 

said ab out t he community in wh ich t . is city a.r ose . Ho as i t found-

ed? Who is its fo under? Th ese a r e int eres t ing ~uestions . The n a~e 

Sauk Cent r e means mu ch . Sauk it is thought s t aken from a tribe of 

I ndi n s, the Sacs and For ces . Thus me ning b e uty , s ~tisfaction , c on­

tentment, and p rosperity , •1hile CPn re mecrs t h e very h ea rt of t h ese 

possessions . 

Into t hese ee.rly fi f t i e s c am e many dventu r ous en, among them 

w~ s lexander loore . He 1t h s ix others drew up t h e fi rst Jl e t for 

a townsit e a s ea rly as 1855 , to be known a s 11 SRuk Cent re Townsite . 11 

Lit t le w s done for D yeo. r or t o ; but p ro gre ss 1a s rn2 de , a town 

a ccording t o the pla t was l a id 01; t , articles of founding , ere p r operly 

ex ecu t ed , at t hat time. Among t h ese men c ame Albert Dahlem, ,,ho c am e 

h ere t o r ound out b is f utu re 8nd me~e his f ortune . 

The new west--tha t b oundless t err i t ory •h i ch stirred the very 

soul s of t h e yout h of t he e rly d ys--called this young man f r om his 

home in New York st a t e . 

His career st art ed in M1n eso t a , commencing rith the I ndi an Wars 

fol lo ring t he Civil e r . It a s while on dut y vii th his regi ment a t 

t h e border posts of SRuk Centre, ort Ridgely , and Fort Abercrombie i n 

t h e D .kota territo r y thBt t h is young mim first s a\~ t h e possibliti e s of 

iinnes ot ; nd i t a s while oB ssing t h rough h ere , ith his regi ment 

hor tly af t er the Civil 1 ar th t he de c ided u on Sauk ~entre a s hi ~ 

future ho ·re. 

This you g manse t h e ex ecution of Ch i ef Li t ~l e Six and edicine 

ot t le, t wo ch ieft ains of t h e Indian r iders who took 
pr- rt in the ffiP s s -
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a cre a t Fort Ridgely and r. ev, Ulm in 1866 . His r egi ment wa s or de red 

to frontie r servi ce, t eki ng st etions a t Fort Ri dgely , innesota , nd 

lF.te r a t Fort Abercrombie i n Dako t a err itory . They c Amped nea r t h e 

old stockade in Sauk Centre , nd it Nas t h Are t ha t t h is fro ntiersman 

decided t o live wh en 11 st r i f e had ceas ed . hile on du t y , thei r re gi­

ment suffer e intenPely f rom the col d . Somet i me s t heir r a t i ons . ere 

short ; s alt p!!)'rk , b eans , and har d t a ck c om E:rning the u sual f .re . 

Aft er thi s p ioneer had been di sch er ged from h i s regul ar army on 

kiarch 1 6 , 1868 , h e agein vis 1- ted Sauk Centre . It was t h en th t he 

made h is f in: p l ans t o e stabl i sh h i self in busine ss t here . At t >1 e 

s am e time t wo of h is compani ons in the r egi ment , Henr y Kell er an d Fred . 

Willi e.m s , ceme to est abli sh t h emsel ves here l so . ~r . Ke l er engPged 

in t h e h ar dware busi nes s , and l ater h e bec am e a st ate een!:l t or . r . 

illi am s founded a b r ber shop and s aloon . h is was very popul ar in 

t ho se days . Th es e men we re in bus i nes s here f or m n y years . Mr . 

D~h lem t ook ac t i ve steps to engP~e i n bue i e s s . He purchased a piece 

of l end on th:imd street from Jo s eph C n ser , the very first prominent - . 

settle r- here , e,nd. erect ed a sm::ill bui ld.ing t h ere . 

Th is store , a s c i gar store c P. l led II h e e, Yo r k St ore , 11 and a 

old wooden I ndi an ueen was pl ,c ed i n f ir,ont of hi s st or e t o be in 

k eepi ng with t h e time s . E3i-congr e ssmen Fr :::- nk Eddy s_ eak.s of seeing t h is 

ueen , a s a t h rill tha t c omes onc e in lif e t ime. Mr . Dahlem neve r 

f a iled t o tell in his s to r y of t h e b eginn ings of Suk Centre , of h o 

it was shi p ned by expr ess fo r fi fty doilil a r R, c ear fr om Ne ~ York . They 

still have t h is old oueen in t h ei r _oss ess ions , ho ever. Beside s be i ng 

a cigar store, it w s also a ne-.. s de ot; and al l t h e na t i onal ri1agazines 

a.nd t h e St . P ul, 1:1nne8polis , e.nd New York newspapers er e bough t a t 

thi s particular s to re . These ere shin ed by e p r ~ss to St . Cl oud 



and then by stage coach to Sauk Centre . In this ay e.11 the settlers 

k ept well p osted on t h e out - si de rorld . 

,i: r . Dahlem a l ways took pl easure in tel l ing t h is one s t o ry tha t I 

rill t ell to you . Once he gave a men t rnn t y dolla rs ~•,i t h , h ich to de­

liver s ome goods to history. He w&ited ei~h t days fo r these g oods , 

1:ut ~one c ,me . "t la st c. mo.:n s tepp ed into his store and a s1: ed young 

Dahlem i this m?n h e d not a r r ived . Fidding he hadn ' t , he told t r. 

ahl em t hat the :fellow h a d gone on a I spree 1 but 'l.vou ld d e l iver t h e 

go ods at once . The men did , at his 0 1vn ex p ense . This goes t o BhO'l.'v , 

'. r . Dahlem s e.id , t h a t it took , s ometimes, even a s long st ent·y days 

for good s to a.rr i v e from St . Cl oud, but the u su al time was sixteen 

da y s by st age co a ch . 

r. .• r. Dahl em c e.rn e h ere ju s t a s t h e dam w s being rebu ilt fo r t he 

se c ond time. He a tch ed t he Indi ans cros s t h e bri dge t im e and time 

gai n ; once , h owever, during the mas sacre while he wa s on a_uty with 

h is r eg i ment, they e re seen c e rrying t heir de d and wounded over it . 

i s educat i o was little h ile here . He lea rned most of his Eng­

lish from re ad:Lng all agazines and pauers h e coul d g et from p l!=i ces 

2r ound , t hu s learning the language . He a.id have some schooling while 

living in Germany . 

The begi · i g of t h e schools should be of interes t e v en though 

t h i s ol settler d i d not .t t end t h em. The fi r st schoo l metting wa s 

h eld on April 28 , 1861 . S . R2msell s moder tor and S . l . Bruce a s 

chosen c le r k . The fi rs t e arly school te a ch er 111 2.s Lil as Nellie H .r mon, 

a member of t h e H2rmon f :mily , h ich wa.s among the e Pr liest f milies 

in inne apolis . She as boarded f o r ninety cent s week . Ho ever, i t 

was not unt .Ll 1869 t h t inde oe ndant schools were st a rted. 

r . Bahl em t e lls oo of the first phys ician in Sauk Cent r e , wh o es 

vir . Benj aJTi in P&l mer. He .o s cu l t urea. and p ossessed med ical edu c ation ; 
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portion of <11n1 cn n e received in P ris . Th i s pioneer h a s s ai . that e 

~ s long remembered by t h e _eople and t he ir desc endants . 

Sauk Centre , so this pioneer relate s , ias with -u t r a ilr~ads until 

1878 . He s id that all goods and m il we re delivered by st age co .ch , 

which took a s long .s. s sixt een d ays to rrive , as I relat ed before . Be­

t ween I ndian att ack s end ac e.rc i ty of m 11, t h ey sometimes wait ed months 

f or a newsp per nd many was the t i me t hat t h e old ones ~ere learned 

st r i ctly by he rt . 

- is great success in t _ i s s t or e of hi s , is being continued by h is 

son . 'he s to r e is a very succ essful one . 

r . B8hlem, severai years befo r e h is dea th , Moul d t ake his old 

companion , a cane , and go ou t f or a st r oll by himsel f h op ing to find 

some one to whom t hey coul d tell of th e "Begi nnings of Ss.uk Cent re , 11 

h e always did, an they , be i ng only too gl ad t o he&r of his strange 

but inte r esting his t ory , would st 8nd for house on t h e cor ners of t h i r d 

st reet , and negl ect their other du ties b ec 2.u ~e of the i r absorbtion in 

his story . 

But t hie old pi oneer had lived his 1 orthy l i~ e 1ell , and help ed 

this city to pro gre8s s i t d id . He died Oc "c ober 1 5, 1925 , leaving 

his so s and daught ers behind to finish, aht fi e di d not and to tell 

to t h e i r children ' s chila.··· en the gr eat begin 1ings of the city of Sauk 

Centre, in t h is st r te of Minne so t . 

- -Es t her M. Sch hb. 
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RECORDS OF SEVE TY YE S ARE L TACT 

Records of 70 years ago and down through tµe ye rs , excel-
' lently pres erved , provide an accurate history of the business inst i t -

utions founded by lbert Dahlem , in t h is city . lbert Dahlem kept 

invo i ces, statements , receipts and acc ounts of other transactions in 

l a rge books , and these have been kept intact by members of the famil y. 

hese were brought to light inconnection with th e 70th ann ivers fy of 

the store . 

·i·h ere are bill a from the Herald for advert i sing dat ed ay 21 , 

1868 , tax receipts , etc., all of which reveal changes i n prices , some 

of them lo er today and some higher . dvertising r ate s of th e Herald 

then were approxima tely 50 cents per i nch; t oday ' s price 25 c ents . A 

tax rece ipt, the first paid by lbert Dahlem i n t h is city , dated J an . 6 , 

1868 , shows a payment for person 1 property and re 1 est ate from a.y 

to J anu ry of 1 . 63. The tariff , for goods valued at 200 , shipped 

by way of st age co ach was \ 2. 20; and at that they did not guar antee 

delivery. fre i ght bill , i ssued shortly after the First ivision of 

the St . Paul and Paci fi c R ilroadCo mpany c ame to Salli{ Centre , was 50 

c ents for 100 poun s of merchan dise . This wa s the Great orthern Rail­

way Company . A second tax receipt for t axes on home, store and per sonal 

property, was fo r 39 . 60 . A poll tax receipt J une 8 , 1879 was fo r 85 

c ents and f il ure to pay i ncluded t h ree d2. ys 1 bor on th e ro ad. 

A post off ice rec eipt , dated 1970 fro m J. H. Simonto n , post 

ma ster , showed the price of box r ent to be forty c ents pe r qua rt er ye r. 

Four b rrels of apples were purchased for 4. 00 in 1868 . trip scale 

cost 5. 00 ; t oday it s val ue wi th modern i mpro vements woul a be bout 

300 . 



I > 

2 -

On the first i nvoice was l i ted a mus ic box at 27 . 00 and 

one o f these is still i n existence and ie stored upst air s in t he 

Dahl em store . It is built simil ar to a rRdio box on a t a.ble , and 

the music comes from s t eel roll wi th sharp pins wh ich as i t turn s 

hit sound pins . e are told tha t wi t h a new spring t he m~ch ine c ould 

be oper ated . We turned the roll by han d , nd t he r e c ame forth a 

we ird music , similar to the sound of chimes . 

time was t he property of the Kellar f amily . 

his music box at one 

Lumber receipts fro m Moore and •c lure showed prices on 100 

feet of co mmon boards at 2. 10 . 200 feet of 16 ft . bo ar ds ere priced 

at f3 . 20 , and 60 feet of 2 x 4 ' s , 20 feet i n length , sold t ~1 . 20 . 

Copi ed by : orothy Hansmann 
Copied from : s . c.H. July 7 , 1938 
Copied by: Dorothy H nsmann , 7/ 13/38 
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D HL --'-' I , ALBE T JtJL _us 

lbe t J . D hlem 

Fi e ]o . p- ol{e~ 

s born in Stuttga rt , ~urtemburg , e r n on 11 r ch 

1 , 844 . He w s t he son of Christian and filhelmi ne (Wah eli) D 1lem. 

Mr . Dahlem 

parents . He 

s ei g t ye rs old · _.Len he c ame t o merica it h is 

s self- e uc .te exc e~ t f r a fe mont 

nathemat ic • Ho eve r , t is e2t 

a t n i g_. t sc ,ool , 

ere e e as "ell- e c 2te .• 

e s een stu ent t hroug l ife an . a ept him..., e f ab r e . t of 

t_ e times . He st e in re Yo r for ten ye .rs . 

He enl i s t e t e ge of t · enty- one in t e es a r Ar my . T~ e egi -

ent s o r c"'.ere to Ci t Point , Vi rgi n i a , t '"ing up t _ em re b i v y of 

Petersbur·g to t f r ont, but t hey .r r i ved. bout t e time of t _e sur r en er 

of Confe er te Robert J ohnston , hich broug t the ar to a c ose . Af er 

this t hey returne~ to the J orth and too 1 p rt i n t _e ran . evue t 

I shington. T i s Re 6 i ·, ent s i n c om11 nr' of Lieuten nt Colonel Robert 

Hi l an as ordere to :'.:or t Snelling in ove".nb er , 1 65 . T ey arrived 

in time to 0 ee t e e ecution of Ch i fs Li tt_e Si nd 1."e icine Battle , 

of the Si o tribe , " o h t en p rt i the l' s eacure ,t Fort Ridgely -
nd ew Ul m in 1862. he e ec ut i on too A p ce on Tov ember 1 , 865 . Mr . 

D~. lem , .. s one of t he guards 'ii hie escortec. t em o t e ir e., ecut i on . 

I n the spring of 866 t e Regiment s or dere t o f r ont i er service 

t ing ta,t i ons t Fort Ria.ge and Fort Rip ey , ~inneeo t nd 1 ter t 

Fo rt Ab er c rombi e int e Da ot territory. 

I t v _ i e ~ ase i ng t _ ro g ",u Centre e r , te to Abe rcro m ie 

t_ ,t Mr . Dahlem f i r Lt sa _ i s future home . His regi.11ent c :n:ooo ne r the 

stoc Ka e . He reci ded th t S"u Centre h 

much i nte r este i n settling ere . 

g r ea t pr ospec an .as v er 

,ihi le on the f r ont i er , r . Da-lem s Regiment d i d a gr e t dea of 

cou t an patrol duty ana. suffered grea.t y fro t _e col • The r a tion s 

ere cof:fi:e:e , s 1 t , por , beans , anc. -er .tac k . 
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Afte r his isch r ge on Ma rc 16 , 1868 , •r . naiem again visite 

Sauk Cent re . He made plans to open a business here an - wen t bac to 

~e' Yor to purch sea stock of g o~s . A out the same time, Henry 

Keller nd Freaeric .:e 1.:i ll iams , t o other sol i ers of t he scrne Regiment , 

c ame to u_{ Centre enc'. ent ered i nto busine s . t: r . Ke_:'..er ha a r a re 

tore an Mr . ~il i sm f ounc ed b rber shop an sa_.oon . 

t:r . D .lem returne to C! u .. c Centre on •a.y 8 , 1868 . He boug t a V 

ection of 1 nc on T . i r e. treet from Josep Capser enc. bui t a i tt e 

1 X 14 f r a e builc i ng . I n t is builc i ng he eg n t h e 11 1:e Yor Ci g 

Sto re . fl He l so boug:lt a. · co d.en "In ian Q een , II the tr ,.e r o f t l 

t ab cco store fr ternity, an p ce " it in f r nt of his s t ore . .1e 

uress for the s .ip ent of t he 11 I ndi n Queen" fro m },e Y r . cos t him 

$50 . Hi s f i rs t s t oc of goods shippe by expre s fr !fl 21e Yor s 

shi pped a t a co st of $117. 

Mr . Dahlem' s store · s also :e s Depo t an had 

ag zines , t . P ul , inne .pol i s n ,e Yor ne spa.pers 'vere han .le 

t ere . These •ere shippet by express to S i nt Clou . n t hen on to 

au. Centre b st age co c . T ey 1efe oft en 1 t e i n getting to S ~ c 

Centre , ·but they' et the set tlers i n touch ri t h the orl d . 

The f irst sh i pment of goo .s r . Dahlem rec eive b st age co ch . 

I t re ~u i red four stage co aches to han 1 e t he g') ods . I t · c.s much 

e 

e 

r 

then it as to get them to Suk Centre . 

old 

-

easier t o a i spose of the goo 

One ~ir e i t re_uired sixteen ys to ·get a b i ll of goo s f r om S i nt v oud • 

. t r . Dahlem ga ve a te mst er a '! 20 b i ll to p y t e expr e s char_es on the 

goods . He s to el iver the go ods a t u . Centre . It usua y t ook f our 

o r f ive days t o ma e t his t rip . I t wa s eight ays befo re he he r d any-

t h i ng . Then the drive r ' s employer . ed into r . Dahlem' store nd 

sai c thc t the te mster had spent the ,.20 bi :.1..1 on a spree in i nt Cloud , 
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but th the had sobered u. 2nd. ould deliver the goods . He c i d deliver 

the goods but it had ta en s i teen days . .Jr . Dahlem sterted selling 

~roceri es ana r goods . 

I n 1895 he enl a r ged his store , due to the increaser mount of business . 

He erecte a bui lding on the co er of Thir an O Street • Here . 
he c ,rried on hi s business until 191 , when he built the dene rt men t irJ.r e , 

here his first store builc ing hac. bee n loc ated . Hi s on , A gust, no 

o n thi s grocery store nd oper tes it with the he p of hi ister, 

Pauline, and son , Nillis Dahlem. 

r . Dahlem as married a t Sau~- Cent re t o Miss Caroline ein , on 

a rch 18 , 1869 . The c eremony~ s pe r mormed by Justice of the Peace, J. 

D. Car , 11 Esquire . 11 The ceremony was performed ,t t he home of , r . and 

· rs . Henry Kel le r , rs . Keller be ing , sister of t he bri e . 

Albert J. an C rol ine (Rein) Dahlem had six ch il ren . They are 

Albe r t illiam; Henry Charles , who di ed i n young manhood; Pauline 

Wi lhelmine ; Emil Eberhard; August Julius ; nd George Frederick, ho ied 

in infancy. 

On ~ rch 18, 1919 r. and !rs. Dahlem celebr ated their Go den Ann­

i v ersary . All of t heir rel ati ve s and many of t heir l ife-long f rien s 

ere present . Mrs . Joseph Oapser was guest of honor. Mr. Cap e r was 

unable to a ttend but sen a letter of congratulations h ich as read a t 

the dinner t able . D\ll'iii.g the evening the grandch i dren sang II Put on 

Your Old Gray Bonnett" and many other songs. Souveniers of early d ys 

ere shown, one very intersting one being a dr ing of Th ird ~treet as 

it looked in 1869 . 

Caroline (Rein) Dahlem passed away in 1921 . 

Albert J . Dahlem was a Republican and a member of t he G. A. R. He 

was a life-long member of the Zion Lutheran Church. 

r. Dahlem was in business fo r sixty year. He as one of the ve ry 
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File No . 

oldest merchants in the entire no rthwest in continuous business . He re­

tired a f ter the deat h of h is son , Albert , in June of 1919 . After1hat he 

made daily visit s t o h i s store until a short time before .his deat h . 

Albert Dahlem1 s funeral was held on Octobe r 22, 1925 at the Zion 

Lutheran Church . The services were conducted by Reverend Julius Stein. 

He was buried beside his ife and children in Oakland Cemetery . 

Mr. Dahlem v, as a gre at friend of Sena t or Knute Nelson. 

Inte rviewed: Paul ine Dahlem 
Date: August 11, 1936 
By: Melba Peterson 

Public ation Granted 



FRO THE TEARNS 

FOR THE LBERT 
te of Place of 

Name Bi;rth Birth 

1 . Henry Dahlem July 15 , 1871 auk entre 

2. Pauline II ept . 1 7 , 1873 II II 

3. Emil II ay a, 1876 ll II 

4. ugust II Oct . 1 , 1878 II n 

5. George II pr . 5 , 1881 II fl 

.Qther ' s ama ~ B k p e 

l . Ca.rol ·ne D hlem 49 

2 . II II 27 

3. II It 249 ' 

4 . II II 327 

5. II II 475 

E RECORD BOO 

Albert Dahlem and Carol ine Rien 

By : J . D. 0 rr, Justice of eace 

rch 19 , 1869 

· itnesses : Henry Ke ler and Frederick fl illiams 

y 

F ame 

lbert ahlem 

II 

II II 

ti If 

II ll 

Line Rem rks 

l 

28 

13 

16 

7 

GE 288 

BIRTH REC RD BOOK O PAGE 19 LINE 505 

C rolie.e Rien 

Born in Germany Februa ry 14 , 1850 

Daughter of Gottlieb Rien and El izabeth Luede e 

DE P GE L~ LINE 505 

C .roline D hem Di J uly 19 , 1922 

ge 72 years 4 months and 25 days 

~ 
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DEATH RECORD BOOK R PAGE 20 LINE 604 

Albert Dahlem Died October 20, 1925 

Age 81 yea.rs 7 month s and l.6 day s 

Born rah 4, 1844 in Germany 
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