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DIRKES , JOH File No . 

John Dirkes was born July 23 , 1840 , in Prussia , Germany, and 

attended school there . 

t the age of 23 , he came to merica, making the trip on a. 

sailing vessel . After a. t rip of 48 days , the vessel landed at New York . 

From there he at once went to Aurora, Illinois , here he found 

employment in a saw mill . fter several ye a rs there , he came to Stearns 

County, here he orked at Sauk Centre and in various other communities 

fo r some time, and then filed on a homestead , two mile s south est, from 

here the present village of lbany now stands. 

On ay 12 , 1870, he married lizabeth Dobmeier . Th e couple 

alking from St . Jo seph to St . Cloud where they wer e married by Rev. 

Fath er · ei:!1ul ph o. s. B. at the St . ary 1 s Church . 

After their marriage , t hey made their honeymoon tri p to St . 

icholas, on foot and then walked to Albany to es tabl ish their home on 

the homestead of r . Dirkes . 

The land at this time was covered with timber and it took many 

years of hard work to render it til lable. 

Deer , bea r and other game, were plentiful in tbe township during 

the first few years, and r. Dirkes did considerable hunting as there 

was a dem nd for the meat on the ma rket . At one time he hauled a. load 

of deer sad les to St_. Cloud, for which he received 90 . 00, the trip 

wa s made with a team of oxen. 

Indians were also numerous in the county at the time and very 

friendly with the settlers occ asionally calling on them to beg or trade . 

"It was a custom in those days to give the Indians tobacco whenever you 
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met t h em , 11 1 i ke Dirkes remarked , 11 but yo u had to fill your pipe fir s t 

otherwise the Indian would keep t he tobacco ." 

As early pioneers r . and rs . John Dirke s endured many hard­

ships in converting t heir homestead i nto a modern dairy farm , that would 

provide for fhem a comfortable livelihood. r . Dirkes also took an 

interest in the affairs of the community , serving s a town supervi or 

for many years. 

fter reti ring t o the village of lbany t h e f arm was taken 

over by the son Geo r ge who still resides on t he f a rm to day. 

r. and rs . John Di rkes celebrated bo t h their 50th and 60th 

we ding ann iversary , bo th i n the best of health . 

In July , 1936 , John Dir es passed a, ay , a t the age of 96 , 

burial was made in t he Catholic Cemetery at Alb any. 

rs . Dirkes is at present at the Old Folks ome in Lit tle 

Fal 1 s, ' i nne sota. 

John and Elizabeth (Dobmeie r) Dirkes a re the parents of ten 

chi l dren: 

Peter married Eva Thelen and t hey reside on a farm near 

Browervil le, i nnesota . 

a r gar et is r s . Jo s eph Scholz of Pa.rk Rapids, innesota. 

Henry is in bus i ness in Ventura , Cal ifornia. 

Anna is Mrs . J ame s Ervin of Blaine , a sh ington. 

ary is rs . J ohn Artz o f Antl er, North Dakota .• 

Lena is rs . Bert Artz of Oswego , ontana. 

George, mar r ied ary Bloch of Albany and they resi de on the old 
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homestead. 

lo is r es i de s a.t Cashmere, ashington. 

Regena is rs . Rol s t on of Forsythe , ont na. 

ike married nna i l helm and they reside on a f arm in 

Saranah county. 

Th ere a re 71 gr andchildren and 68 great grandchildren. 

I nt erviewed: 
Date : 
By : 

i ke Dirkes 
June 1 5 , 1937 

a1 ter B. Haupt 

Public ation Granted 



FRO oou .~ TY co 

SB OGR PHY 

D te of ace of 
1 me Birth irth Father ' r am e ~ 

1 . Peter Di rkes Feb . 4 , 1871 Town of lbany ohn B. Dirke e 

2 . rgaret II J uJ.y 8 , 1874 II II ti II II II 

3 . Henry II Feb. 13 , 1876 II II II II II II 

4 . nna r i e II J une 19 , 1 8 78 II If II II II II 

5 . .r i a Di rkes Apr . 14 , 1880 II II II II fl II 

6 . George II ay 6 , 1884 II II ti II II II 

7 . lois Dirke J une 2 , 1886 II II II II II II 

s . Regi na. II Jul y 4 , 1888 ti II II II ti II 

9 . i cheal II Feb . 1872 II II II II II H 

' 

? othe r I s Name ·e Book Line Remar ks 

l . Eli za beth irke s 25 1 7 

2 . 1 izabeth Dirke s 141 7 

3 . izabeth irkes 221 34 

4 . 1 izabeth i rkes A 30 3 26 

5. Elizabeth Di r es 385 8 

6 . Eli zeb eth Dirkes 589 14 

7 . Elizebe th Dirke s B 43 28 

8 . Elizabeth Dirke B 104 18 

9 . El izabeth irke 61 l 

I AGE REC RD B 0 c. A 444 

John i r es and l izabe t ob eie r 

. a.rried at t • Cloud , ay 1 th , 1870 



FR " THE REOO DS I N THE STE I.Rf• S CO TY OOURT HOU · 

FOR THE J OHN DIR S BIO GR Y 

By : Re v . 
' • tuken e per 

. itnesses : Henry •arto n d 'a ry Rene n 

IAGE REC ORD BO 

George i r es and a ry Bloch 

T . P GE 106 57 

1 a r r ie d at lbany , Sept ember 15 , 1908 

By: Rev •. Strub 

fi tnesses : ohn Woebbenberg and egi na Dirtes 

RI GE REOORD B 

L mbert rt z and Len irkes 

arrie a t l b ny , Dec embe r 19 , 1905 

By : ev. A. Straub 

s. 

Wi tne ses : Geo r e irkes an Re g i n Dirke s ,, 

GE 9770 

I GE RECORD BOOK • GE 7338 

•' iohea l Dir es an n a vil l i ams 

arried at l bany , epte mber 7 , 1 89 7 

By : Rev . omi nic ofmann • 

ge 2 

1, i t ne sses : Fr ed Dirke , ath "vi ll i ms , John Wi l li ams and ary irkes 

GE REC RD BOO ~ N. AGE 614 

Peter ir es a nd Ev a Thelen 

· rri e at Albany , No vembe r 26 , 189 4 

By : Rev . Co nrad Glat z eier 

Wi t nes ses : Fred i rkes and nna Dirkes 



FRO THE RECORDS I TEAR.i:'S cou TTY COURT HOUSE 

BI OGRAFH Y 

RI AGE RECORD BOO N. PAGE 82 

Joseph chol z and r gar eth~ Dir es 

!e r r i ed at Alb ny ; J anu r y 10 , 1893 

By : Rev. Conrad Glat zme ier • s . B. 

Witnesses : Pe ~er i rkee Jr . nd J ohn Het twer 

DE REC RD BO 3 PAGE 13 LINE 346 

John Dirkes , Born in Germany , Ju y a3 , 1840 

Died July 13 , 1936 

Age 95 year s 11 month s and 10 aye 
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