
St. Cloud State University St. Cloud State University 

The Repository at St. Cloud State The Repository at St. Cloud State 

WPA Biographic Summaries University Archives 

10-27-1938 

Fischer, John W. (1853 - 1929) Fischer, John W. (1853 - 1929) 

Clarence Chisholm 

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Chisholm, Clarence, "Fischer, John W. (1853 - 1929)" (1938). WPA Biographic Summaries. 352. 
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/352 

This Interview is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at The Repository at St. Cloud 
State. It has been accepted for inclusion in WPA Biographic Summaries by an authorized administrator of The 
Repository at St. Cloud State. For more information, please contact tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu. 

https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/archives
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F352&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/352?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F352&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu


FI SCH iR , . JOH • 

Johan v • Fi sch er , a son of Ludwi g n 

File o. 13 3 !o 7 

ophie Fischer a 0 born in 

Berfe a , Bernat i ne , Germ ny on arch 20 , 1853. It .s there at he 

spent t e early p rt of his life n receive his education. ft e r 

completing is education , he hire out s a 1 borer to some of the 

· ne ighbors . 

On the 26th d of December , 1877 , J oh n Fischer r , s unit in 

marri ge to ntoni ·Bind~r , u ughter of · il i m n a,ro ine Bin er . 

The w d. i ng took nlace in Berfel ., Ber t ine , Germ ny , the ho e town 

of both the bri e nd groo • They continue tom e th ir h me i n 

Germ ny an t hei r first t o children , liz beth an 

t here . 

erman ere born 

In t .. :1.e e rly u m .. 1er of 1882 , Johan Fisc er nd his f i y set s il 

f rom : m urg , Germany to Amer ic a bere they 1 , ned to m . e their fut e 

ome . Th ey 1 ded i n B 1 timore , and , sevent een d . s after eavi ng 

t __ eir ome .n t B 1 timore they boar .ed . tr .in for Chicago , Il i no is 

1 : ere t hey st red over tom .k ix in co ec ions t t . P ul , i nne ota. 

During their s .o in hie go , tney ent to one of the 1 rgest otels 

for a meal , for ur1ng the trip fro B lt i more they h e ten only 

lunches on the tr in . t the ho tel , they ere sho n i nto a 1 rge ining 

room in w ich there were two l a rge able et for dinner . One of these 

t bles w s set for t .i. e r egul r hot el gue t while the ot e r s ., t for 

the i m igr nt wh o stonped t ere for their meals. The guest ' s t b e 

s abun ntly f i lled ith the best of everything t oe t , i nc .ing nies 

nd c . es , while the i mmigr nt s t ble cont ine only the pl i nest ·of c!ood 

n d very l i ttle of tlat. 
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For this scant me 1 , Joh n Fischer as re1uired to p five ollars 

for his family and it id not include the milk hich he h 

for the baby to rinkJ 

to buy 

ft er rriving in St . P ul , they gain ch nge tr i ns . This time 

their estin tion s Grove Oity , i nne o t a . · Arriving t Grove City, 

they ere w 1 rec eive .. by t e usiness men of th t to • They brought 

the f ami l y fo to e t nd beer to rink hile they ere i ting on the 

epot pl tform. Johan ent up town and ired team an buggy for 

four .oll _r i th hich to m _ e the trip north to P yne v.il e , ~ innesota 

h ere they ere to make th e ir future home . 

The first i ght they pent un .er a roof as in house o ne by 

August Z bel . On the orning , they ent to the home of rs . ~illi m 

Luecc , a sister of ntonia ( Bi nde r) Fischer ho ha come to this country 

e rs before . 

During the next four ye rs , .Joh ~n Fischer orked out ... a f .rm h nd 

throughout the nei·gnbor i ng community. Then he bouo-ht i first forty 

ere of 1 nd in en Lak ton hip here he built his home . he le.n 

as th ickly covere . ith fine timber hich h e had to cl e r a.y before he 

c o d start ·bui ing the house n ba.rn. ft r the bui ing~ were 

completed , he moved his f mily i nto t eir ne hoe her they continued 

to live for gre t ny years. The next t k t n n a ,hat f 

Cl .ring the 1 nd of its timber 0 tha.t he could use the 1~.n for 

farming . Thi-s proved to be a slo t .ious job a.s 11 the or to be 

done by hand with the help of at e m. s the years pa sed , t he nd s 

cleared a.nd mo re land as de to the original fo rty a.ere l1 til in 
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Fi sc 1er f .rm. 
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total of t ree hun red acres of 1 --nd in the 

J ohan Fischer n h i f .mi ly live on their f rm f r t e~ty- four 

years . During the ye r 1910 , they moved i n o the vi 1 e of Eden V lley , 

i nne sot , where t he y lived for the f ollo ing four ye rs . 

I n 1914 Johan Fischer moved to the v i l ge of a esvi .le here 

e . purch . ed a. home located irec ,ly north of the oo Line tr cks . It 

s here th~ he pent the r em inder f his life n here his ife 

Antonia ( Binder) Fischer is living at the pr esent time. 

There ere seven chi ren born to John and An oni ~ ( Binder) 

Fischer , the tool st of whom ere born in Germ .ny . The five younger 

chil ~ren ere born in te .rns Coun y , i nn e ot an they a.re : Fr ... k , 

.Paul ., rtha , John A., nd Carl Ar hur . 

Elizabeth ischer , the o e~t ch il , s born i n Berf ~ d ., Bernc tine 

Germ .ny ,_ on ~~ovember 25 , 1878. "I en hew s sm 11 child she c me t o 

America ith her p rents n ettled in terns County. She r eceived 

her educ t ion :tL.n he rur l chool near h er home . On ebr ry 16 , 1698 , , 

sh e a.s unite in m .rri ge to Ra.lph · • Hynem n of E en V ey , ·· innesota_. 

They live in E en Valley here a4ph Hynemc .n o 1n n operates the 

· yneman Photo Gal ery . ey re the pare1ts of one cbil , Arthur , ho 

as born Oc ober 8 , 19 O. He is married n lives t Li ohfie Lere 

h~ is employed. 

erman Fischer as born in Germany , so . His b ir t ay is Dec mber 

30 , 1880. He a t h e ba.by hen his arents came to Jrica. Herman 

attende the rural schools ne .r his home . On J anuary 7 , 1910 , he wa.e 
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married to Helen (Bo rk) Schultz , widow of Frank · chul tz . By her first 

marri ge she bad tnree sons , H .rold , Alvin and .Ervin. Herm n nd 

Helen {Bork) ( chult z) Fischer are t he par nts of t o au hters , they 

are : argaret n le nor. They live at hoe ith t eir p ~ents. 

For a u ber of year s er ~an Fisc ~er o .ne a nd oper te a farm . Eleen 

e rs ago e too over the dut ies of caretaker of the L ,ke Koronis 

ssembly Grounds wh icn position he i s ·t ill ho ~ing . 

Fr n Fisch r as born on December 4 , 1882 , on the f .rm loc a.ted 

i n em 0 nship·. It 8 i n den L e to nLhip that he received is 

e UC tion and ·grew to ma.nho d. On ovember 19, 1908 , he w _,s united 

in m rri~cre to Julia. Schmi t . hey m_ e the ir home on a farm oc ted 

in ee e r county a joiriing den Laketon h ips in te ns Count y. 

The Frank Fischer f ,mi y ma e t he ir home on this farm unt il Sep ember 

3 , 1934 hen ran :e Fi sch er pa sed a ,,y . The f ami y then move into 

the vill ge o·f P :inesville. Fr .nk and Ju ia ( ohmidt) Fischer ere the 

D rents of ix ch il ren , w 0 .re, Gertrude ( Fisc .. er) Schmidt ; ' st i er 

(Fisch er) Blum~er ; John, therine ~ Frank Jr. nd Lor~a . 

ul ' Fischer 
\. 

.s born in e to n ship on July 28 , 1885. He 

received l i educ tion i n the r ural school near hL home. I n Se tember 

1922 , he a~ unite in mar ·iage to Emma Larson .• T ey ..;.. ive i n Dekora , 

l ow , here p ul is in t 1 e .rd ,._re busi ne • p ul an Emm. (L' rson ) 
. 

Fischer four chil .. ylvi Ca.rl ton , are t he p---.rents of _r en , .n L, ey re · 
' 

aaine , an Ro ona . 

arth Fischer w s born in E e Lake to iTnship on September 30 , 1887 . 

She 1 so receive 
December , 909 

her education · n t .e rur c-l oho 18 near her home. 

artha Fischer w~ arrie to Ed rd elson , the we 

In 

ing 
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, king - ce in Li tchfiel~, ' i ~ .so~ . T ey m . e 

i nne ota , until the t ime of his , d .rd e s n t 

eir ham in 1 rich , 

e th , ugust 20 , 

191 4. He 'V ,i to rest in the city c e etery t 1 rich. Ed rd and 

rtha (Fischer ) e on ere t l e parents. of t 0 ons , R nh nd. rth r. 

ft r h r husban I S de th , r h ( Fi cher) son mo v e back to 

Payne ville ith her sons. On -y 1 , 915 
' 

he arrie 0 

en 1 dt . They moved to a f .rm oc""'ted i n L e enry to nship hich 

is st i 1 he ir home . and ' artha (Fischer ) ( . eison ) Ven landt . .' a.re 

the 
4 

r ents of fi ve chi ren, hey are : 

E .rlD. , lice ., , an ugene E. 

1orbert rv.; Jera ine . . , 

John iRCher as born CLober 1 , iaaO -in en L e ton hip 

so recei d his e ucction n gre to manhood . He was 

m rrie ~ to r • .thr n Luc s of ont icello, I o a a..n t ey h ve t o 

· chil ren , Lor r ine n John J unior . Their home is t Sioux F .J.,lls , South 

D kot r ere John is mp1oyed. 

0 rl rthur Fischer, the ou g , t chi 

ton h ip on "re 2, 1893. During the iorl 

born in en L . e 

~ , he en i e in the 

U it t tes rmy. He 1as u member of o . B. 34 En gine r of he 

A eric n E ne .i ion ry orce . ft er the ~ .r . ove:i; , h e as m rr-ied to 

.u ( yhre) Pric e_of t . Pu.1. , · 1nn~sota . r1 ud rice d one c i 
' 

E i , b ie r ·rst arriege. 

Johan ~. Fischer _appl ied for is citizenship -oc:pers in 1883. Years 

la.t er he appl i e for his second hich he receivec.. in 1897, thus becoming 

a citizen of the United States . 
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The ristian fa,i th of ·the Fischer family , while they live in 

Germ ny , a that of the Lutheran Church • . After coming to merica , 

they joined t e Ger m n Evangelical church in hich ch rch they have 

a ay s been faithful or ers . 

Johan Fischer p .ssed a r;ay at his ome in P .. yne; sville on June 29 , 

1929 . e as l a i to rest in the benezer cemetery. 

I terviewed: .ntonia (Binder ) Fischer 
D .te : October 2 7, 1938 
By : Clarence Chisholm 

Publicat i on ot Granted 
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