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GNIFXOWSKI, ·THOMA~ File No. B- J./33 

Thomas Gnifkowski was born in ~osem, Prussia, Germany, and w~s 

there reared. He a1so received military training and in 1870 fought 

in the France -P~ssian War. He came to .America. and settled in Bµffalo, 

New York, where he was employed as brake-man by the Great Northern Rail­

way. 

Thomas married Anna Kowalkowski the daughter of John and Anna 

Kowalkowski, both natives of Germany who came over to America in the early 

years of the 1800'e and settled in Buffalo, New York. 

Thomas Gnifkowski brought his fami.ly to Saint Cloud in 1880. He 

bought a home from Christ Pitts on Tenth Avenue and Seventh Street North, 

which at that time was all wilderness. 

After the cyclone in 1886 they built a home on 401 Thirteenth Avenue 

North, which is still known as the Gnifkowski homestead. 

To Thomas and Anna ~Kowalkowski) Gnifkowski six children were born, 

Mary who married Matthew Baul.er, they ha.ve three children. Anna married 

John Chaika, who is a carpenter by trade, they have four children. Anna 

died in 1918. Joseph married Ma.ry Kloskowski, they ha.ve one daughter. 

Joseph is a meat cutter and part owner of the Fourth Ward Meat Market . 

Thomas married Helen Lehr, they also have one daughter. Thomas has been 

with the Ladner Hardware Company for many y~ars. Cecilia married Charles 

Petters who was for many years employed by the No rth Star Paper Company 

and later by the Saint Cloud Daily Times. Charles Petters died in 1933. 

Albert married Alvina Schroeder. Albert is a meat cutter by trade. 

Interviewed: Mrs. Mary (Gnifkowski)Bauler 
Date: October 27, 1936 
By: Tresa Gruber 
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Anna Cha.ika iborn July 20, 1879 in New York 

Daughter of Thomas Gnifkowski and Anna Kowalkowski 

Died October 20 , 1818 

Age 39 years ~ months 
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