
St. Cloud State University St. Cloud State University 

The Repository at St. Cloud State The Repository at St. Cloud State 

WPA Biographic Summaries University Archives 

3-24-1937 

Gretch, John (Grotch) (1866 - ) Gretch, John (Grotch) (1866 - ) 

Walter B. Haupt 

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Haupt, Walter B., "Gretch, John (Grotch) (1866 - )" (1937). WPA Biographic Summaries. 430. 
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/430 

This Interview is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at The Repository at St. Cloud 
State. It has been accepted for inclusion in WPA Biographic Summaries by an authorized administrator of The 
Repository at St. Cloud State. For more information, please contact tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu. 

https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/archives
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F430&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/430?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F430&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu


.. _ . 

G_ WTv 
I J HN AL' FELL o . 

J ohn Grete .s born J une 5 , 186,,.. in St . ·; en,:iel Township . 

J ohn Gretch is t he ...,on of Si mon .. nd rarfreret ( '. 1inter ) :rr tch , 

\ inon nA ' argeret (1 i nt r ) Gretch ~ere born in Germany and vere 

marrie there . They came to meric . on .. -:\L.ing v e ~e, in c-e ~re _ of 

a home c.nd c~ place \The re +-hey could better their stat ion in life . 

They -first e title in t . · 7en _el to vnship where ·i mon too un a 

ft rim rovi ng thi claim .e Pol 

movt-:\0 +o lbeny w ere ne ou.g· .1. t c, tract of 

it a few ears 1 , ter· .nd 
I 

nd , coneistin , f 60 

a cre s for '. '30 . O • T is lan i loc a t about one r• ile no rt" of. :lbany 

and is now .. nown a.s the r ..,dee). f a r;".. . Here they rceide _ fo :r nine 

yeAr 2 d then tr ded for a far. t vo mi es f ..... rther Borth , r1h er ·hey 

continuec to f ,rm unt il the '"'arm v ..,s t& en over by the on Jo-hn . 

J ohn C 100 ing 

s bo ut fi ve 

wing to the fact t1 .t hi'"" fe.t 1 r ~--ways ha.~ vvo r ..... for 

11im he nly .t teno.ed choo fo r ~. out a 1, ee • 

lo sterman. 

Up un ,J.l onn ru- S . i ye .rs o f "ge h i fc t! er Ui.. A., 0-' en . H xen. H 

n 
J o n remar ed , were very powerflu but in hot ~re .th r t 1

. e- gc .ve out 

uicker tha.n horses . ,i .. en the younO" o~ w s· to be traine., he \ .. le 

urounc the fiel . f e1rr time s e.n , t ..,n 11 wa. ~ r ea :y t o be i tci e .. t he 

w2gon . W en . trip w2q to be made in c h·1..I'ry t h...., people 0 1 d i 1 , 

b ee .u se the o... n were t 0• s ow . 0 

Th e first team of hor e L .. , f ther bought ;vere i d c na. , i h 

s t :rrung_~ One ,., , ct .ortly a.ft r th y aot the tea , .nd not ccu to e to 

hors s h · J b b , t hey r-.n away t e w gon· p ~ uing ov r o_n,. -O rec eive sev ral 
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broken ri · s . 

na.tu e t 

Page 2 

i nce ~ ere 7 s no doctor for ~any ~i le . e .ad to et 

it g course , howev r , he so on :cre·o:o .. :vere ~. 
Furniture wa 0 all cons tr 1cte by the ett ers t 1emee veq , John 

st ilJ h .A,, s the (::!a.me ta· -; e t "t ,t a,, made nd uee by is f3tl er . It 

w a c~e v.·ithout the use of a sav an i. na.ils . 

The et.!-1 rs .1ere a.~ ~ s •i1ling t .u.el out one ,not er • .liiven 
) 

t e -:eer ,.rere plentiful , nd the ciett_er who wouJ. ~100-t one 'voul ~· 

. .lViays di vide it v; ith his ne i ghbor s . ·I f . neighbor needed :1oney , it 

l -::is loane to .1. im without note oT Recurity. 

J ohn Gr .,tch as c" boy u~,ed. to cut gr!:\.in t i th the er . .,,_.• . e . f w 

yecri... .. ter his f t 1er bought a re per . This rva C O"r e a.t improvement 

over the cradle Iv it ~1orked on t he s me prinoip 1 as ., mo er , cutt in 

the 0 -- rai 
' 

rh ich th n ' . S 'OUi...i • d onto a platform by a revo1vin reel . 

A r .: e then automatically r~.-\.e~ it off , j u t enough a.t ti· e to m9_, e 

bunc~le . The re . __ er w . fol _o1ved by one or mo re men .ho \oul tie t_ e 

bun ·1e with~ few stra of brain. 

he next inprovemen+ wa.s the harvester . Thi echine wou d cut 

th ct r .in ... ,nd el vat e it , enough to m .. ke a. oun .,.1 e , a.t a ti .e.. n a 

pl a,t form a t t cred to the h rvester rere two ·_.en ho ou.l :J al -t ernu tely 

gr _b a. bun:1_1 an t i it 111 i th stran s of r in. 

Then came th wire b in:1 r ,wor i nO" on the :::1me principal a.s t e 

present harvest r , but inste d of u ing t · ine it use rire t o ti e the 

bun . e • T .i. orc..,W b!:).C.i.< her a s , at t 1re . hina tine n .ere required 

t o cut t 1e wir t .Len fee the bun le i +o the t re ~ __ ing mac 1~ np by 

h .nd. ften tim s sm .11 p i eces of the rire w nt i nto the m .. chin and 

v ere blown i nto the tr 11 t .c k . .r'ow i f the Cc.ttle rtrould get t p-b e 
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straw pile .n ha.pp n to ~ ·a low a ieo e of thlu 11rif e it .1_ u ,1 y woul 

result in de "th to the animal . 

Even though the ne invent ions m _e t e i: ror on the f rm a., 

pleasure J ohn Gretch still thins that peop e rere more content in he· 

goo d old c . .,ys . 

On ctober 25 , 1886 J ohn Gretch married 1'a..1.tina :-ilo o a.ughter of 

Encelbert n ~ a.t~ erine ( ee ) No c of · t . Anna. F""' tb.er Othm ,.r o •• B. 

perfor ea the ceremony . The ttendant'"_ rnre ·, J os . r~retoh a.nd Kather i ne 

iock. 

Si mon and ;'argeret ( inter) Gretch made their home with the son 

John for f ye rs and th n live N' i th a s n in Litchfield , i ~shington 

here t ey latex died and we re burri d. 

John and ·.·artina ( ~ck ) Gretch .0 
,.L.'-' the p x nts of tnree children • 

R.therine , born October 21 , 1887 d ied at · t . enecic ts Ac -: emy ut · 

St . J oseph , v1 ... ere !..)he ~a s a. nember of t . e order , ctober 11 , 1911. 

Anton , born l\ ' y 8 , . 891 , res i des on t e ome f ,rm. T ey .ve ~ ine 

chil ren . Ro aJ_ i , Le an er , Cl renoe , ·1t i lfred , Anton Jlj.nior , ' 1 re , 

"falter , Elmer , n 1 ~ry nn. 

Elizabeth , tn)rJm :..~'?1.Y 8 , 1891 , L .,r ried .~- il L A.m .detz • Tl':ey h c;ve two 

chil ren , , L,rcell ~n ,_ ry nn. They re i e 

I ntervie e : Jon nr tch 
I nterv i ew r: Vic 1 ter B. -i ) upt 
Date : ~1ft.,,,rch 24 , =. 3? 

ublio tion· Gr~nted 



... 

FRO THE RECORDS I~ THE STE S COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

FOR THE JOHN GRETSCH (ALSO PEL .J ED GROTCH BIOG PHY 

D .,te of Pi .ce of 
a.me - Birth Birth F, .ther 1 

A a.me ~ 

1 . Carolin Groetsch Oct . 21 , 1887 lb ny John Gro tech 

2 . Anton ti Aug. 4 , 1889 It fl n 23 

3 . Elizabeth If ay a, 1891 u " " 

Mather ' s e.me Book ~ Line Remarks 

1 . a.rtina Groet~ch B 75 40 

2 . ft If 23 B 138 35 

3 . tt ti (1891 )Bl 4 11 

.. A I GE 1 0 ·---iRD BOO J. PAGE 93 

John Gretsch and .rtina. ook 

arrie at bc.ny , October 25 , 1886 

By : Orthm n O. s. B. 

· i tnesses : Jo eph Gret ch and. t b. ;rine ck 



GRE T OH , JOHN 

Second interview to affirm or correct information in biogra.:9hy 

a s co mpared to informa tion s listed in the legal recor ds in the Stea.rns 

C9unty Court House . 

co 
Birth of nto n Chet sch should read August 4, 1889 , a.a 

stated in legal records . in the Court House. 

Re-interviewed! John Gretsch 
·lfy': a.l ter B. Haupt 
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