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. HANSEN , CABL J.' 

The Story of ·1y Grandparents in Minnesota ... 

1J!y grc.ndfather, Carl J . Hansen, lived in Sweeten until he ~as 

eighteen years o . ~. His parent, h earing of America aQ a prosperous 

country and of the 11.omestea,d lands here , believed they would be able 

to mak e a g ood living more easily ov -; r here . So in the · year 1869 Mr . 

Hansen and Car l made ready to s 2..il for AJnerica . ''hey rnnt on board ta 

steams 11i p at a 7 ni.~rr) Sweden and l a nded first / ~~-'( Ham.bur~,; Germany. 

Then t hey crossed the lorth Sea to Liverpool; and from t h ere sailed 

over the Atlantic Ocean and arrived a t Boston, .1.1!1.assachuset ts on Oct­

ober 13, 1869. The journey to ok about tv10 •je eks . Carl Hansen and h is 

fat_er t hen ~ent to Detroit , Cn icaao , and t h ento St. Cloud. Th ere 

they fauna employment at Sauk Rapids , and. wo r k:ed for their board at 

the Russ9ll Botel . _h en on {arc_ 30 they left f or Wi l mar a nd go t 

~,ork on a farm for t wo e e_ s . After t 1at the y v~ en t · out near Morris and 

~en t to vork on th railroad . After two months they left fo~ Crow 

~•/ i ng Crossing on t he Nor t hern r acific and 11rorlr e d on the r a ilroad, until 

epring . Then h ey s t arted. out for K'"'ndota . T._~ey tr2,vel ed ~ i t h oxen 

f rom Cro v ving through Long r a i r ie, and c ame to a uiece of land about 

nine miles n crth of Sauk CBntre at the h ead of Sauk Lake . There they 

settled dom to farming . 

Their ho i e stead contained one hundred and t wenty acre s . There 

were only ab mt six famili es scattered around there then, and the 

land v1here i;o.nsens settled KJ as covered 1:v ith timber:-. Th er e ,ras a small 

cabin t h e~e tha t ~as built of log s and "ith bundles of rushes laid on 

t ~ e roof as sh ngles . 1h e land 'Ja. s quite h illy; and 1-~hen Han sens 

uitt t ~1eir house, t hey built it on one of t h ese h ille vvl ich was also 

a b .nk of t h e lake . The h ill sloped down on the west .. and the ground 

wa s level a little wars . Th en ano t h er h ill rose directly west and 



... 

one to the north of t ~is one . EverT here the forest ras so dense that 

~rhen anyone stood within it , h e could not 0 ee the Qky . The lake men­

tioned is a s 1al l part of Sauk Lake surrounded on t wo sides by heavy 

~roods mostly of birch and 1rillow . It narro 1rnd of_ on the west to a 

river that turned ad flov e d south . The tre e s hung out ov ~r the water 

and were re..::,lectt:1d in 1 t . ThrOUQ"'h the Ti.roods in many p lac es were I n­

o.ian : aths . Many Kinds of wild e.ni:n2"ls roarned t hrough t h e vr oods in 

great nuCTbers . Deer were especially abundan t . lfuen anyone stood in 

the do or of the cabin he could see deer v1e.lking a.long their paths on 

t e lake shore . There were bears too, but not in su ch great numbers . 

Great flock.s or duck and geese came to t h e laJce in the fall. 

The first tas k t 1.at confronted 'l' .1.ansens was to clear ar.1ar.; the 

brusn and timber so t hat they could plent potatoes and other t h ings . 

When they want e d to go to Sauk c-- tre , they had to g o in a sailboat . 

Sauk C---n tre ~ras t i1en quite s. all 111i th . only two or three stores e,nd a 

post of fi ce . · he stage coa ch brought t h e m~il from St . Cloud to Sauk 

Ceritre . The fe-w s e ttler s ·around where Hansens settled soon began to 

cut a ·r oad to Sauk Cen tre . There were swamps to cro ss also, and t his 

vas done by means of a corduroy . This wa s ~imply logs l aid across the 

sw._. mp s . They were laid close toge t her and an attempt was made to cover 

t h em, but that so on wore off . 

Hy grand.tu.other , Christina Eckman , v,ent to Germany from ~Heden in 

1869 and stayed at Kiel three years . Th en she went on ·board a steam­

ship at Hambur g and landed at New ~ork in 1872. From t h er e she went t o 

k d h · 1 In 1A72 sh e also ca~eto andota . St. c1 ~ud ~here be ~ore . av 1 e . -
~ r~ed They began to make Then in 1876, she and Carl hansen ver e mar .L • 

• • i}r'l,-,_a t ~r_1...,_,A.cit t h ey could on t eir small tracts their living by raising ll 1 
-~ 

r al·si·ng other t ~in~ s t hat t h ey nee ded . of cleared land, and by o 
The 



only thing wh ich anyone used for cutt1n6 grain tn those days Has the 

cradle . his resembled a scythe, bu t ~aralled to t he scyt1e were four 

or five prongs that caugh t and laid the grain in a straight row . In 

a fer earA, howev ~r, the farmers around there got the self-raki~ 

reaper . This had a. circ e ab.aped pla tforrn and a sic le . There ~rnre 

five rak es t 1 at rnn on a circle and served as a reel. '!'hese r a ke 

9ush the grain against t e sickle and then go on differ ent mechanism . 

It slip_ped under t 1.e main cj_rcle w ich the rest ran on and 1-.an on an 

as s ista~t circle . It fo l lo~e d the ~latform all t h e ~ay back and laid 

3L.1e cut grain on t .e p atform from Hhere it fell to . the ground. . Then 

the rake would go beck on the main circle end go around ag~tn . 

To add to the other hardship s of t h e time , great hordes of grass­

horqers cane to t h e fields in 1876, and threater~ed to destroy the crops. 

There was no very successful w~y t o get rid of the insects . The grass­

hop" ers have a strange characteristic; they leave the fields in the 

evenin ·/ herefore , hay ,as placed a~ · und the field; t 1e gras shop er lit 

on the hay , then the h~y was burned . 

The people also took large tin scoo ps tnat had been tarred and 

scooped. up t ~ .e insects . T· ere wa very lit t l e grain saved that year. 

Because of this, Mr . Hansen had to begin cutt ing cordwood and selling 

it in s ~uk Centre . 

Alexa.nder f/ oore had bui 1 t a dam on Sauk Riv 2r and bu 1 t a flour 

mill t here also . He bought \~heat· of t ~1e far r1ers and made it into flour . 

Therefore, the people c ould get thelr flour quite ch eapl y. He heard 

t hat t h ere qas a scarcity of flour and t hat it was very exp9hsiue a t _ 

Black Hills, South Da}rota. !t c.ost as muc1 ~c 35 . e, barrel._ Vhen he 

1: eard t ~1i o, ·JJ.r . Ha.ns gn thought it ould be pro fl t able to buy some flou 



here e.na t ake it out there and sell it . Ther e were a number of others 

too ·who t .J)ught fe,v orable of this . So it was decided t hat on June 23 
' 

1877 a company o __ ten 1en V!ould take ~ever Fi,l ioads of flour out there . 

~ On that day they set out ith four t een loads . They traveled across 

country . Tbere \li! ere some Chi ... ..,p ew Indians here t h en, rnd they sometimes 

followed hoping to g et soro.e tobacco from t h e ~1hi te men . W½en lnr . Han­

sen told them that he didn ' t have 8-ny , t ey t alked a great deal in 

their . language and acted disgusted . They followe d for four or five 

days . They would leave in the morning and be gone during the day . 

Then in the evening they would come back ag a,in . 

_he f irst river t hat t b e com-oany crossed ~1as the Red River . This 

t hey crossed in a ferry . Th en they travel ed along ~, ithout any trouble 

until t h ey reach ed t _e Jim R~er . There was no ferry here, and the 

men had to ma.K e a raft by which to cross t J.e riv er . They ma de t h is by 

placing t h e Magan boxes, v hich vrere made p er fed.tly t1··)1h t, unside down 

and side by side . Th ese were tied togetner , an four more box e ~ere 

p laced cross ways on the first ones . Then a ro pe was cas t across the 

r -· ver , an . some e swam over and r'astened the rop e to a tre e . The 

r aft wa 0 loaded with about one ~housand :>ounds of flour, and t h e men 

g ot on and ulled t h e r a ft by 1. eans of t _1e ro.L e . The oxen swam ov ar . 

The curre1 t wa s ve r y s-'-rong, and if t ~ 18 ra.ft v .s not managed properly 

it 1o~ld tip . Af ter t h e men had crossed t h is r i ver , t h ey had no 

pecial trouble until they c ame to t he SnDk e er . That wa~ not as 

7 €8:;J as the Jim River and. so we,s not as har d to c ross . To cross t r._i s , 

t h e men placed two· a. ,. n bo .. es u-p., ide do ~n and leng t h ~ ays on the "lag­

on . · Then t _ey loaded on t e flour and in t 1 i ~ay it ?---.t? h i _h enough 

ne of t .e 11en J.1a., ct t ea.m of ~. ul es u a~ 

I· 

iitc1e . on the , agon to steer it . A rope qas thrown . over and 



anc1ored .s when they cros sed the l as t riv 2r ·. y means of this t h e men 

pulled them selfed over. Th e mules were in too deep vater to pull but 

t he y could s teer the r.rag on . 

When thA travelers left the Snel rn River country, t he iJ\ agon wheels 

began to dry out , and t __ is caused them considerable t r ouble . They a lso 

began to see signs of Indians . Shortly before t hey reached the Chey­

em e R_iver- they met some men who teld .L.hem the.t the Sioux In i i ans were 

attacking so:n~ whites near the river . ~ome of Hansen 's com-, a.ny then 

became v ery much excited, aid near I ;/ al l of them believed that they 

would nev er get home again . They i ma ined t hat they sa . Indians every 

where, and mistook rocks and bushes for the heads of Indians. In ADite 

of their f' eare t 1ey came safely to Fort _ iere . Frmn there it was quite 

a short di 0 tance to Dead ~ood, Wiere t ey were going to sell t heir four . 

Bu t when t he men reached Deadwood, t h ey were great y disa oointed · for 

flour had gone do 1n in price so t ~at they received only four dollar s 

a hundr ed f or it. This did not more than r;; ay t n e exp ense~ of the trans­

portat ion of t~e flour . 

~ hen the men 1.1rere going back home again , they j oihed a larger 

com-:.-- any . They alC!o ·' .o k a different route and ~'en t t 11rough Eis1 ark . 

On the journey over t hey had no arms bi1t an ol gun; u on the return 

jour ney t h ey bad plenty of arms, so they felt quite sa,f e . Thr ee days 

before they s t ~rted back , t -o men and ~o5 ~n st qrted out a~ong the same 

r oute . Then after Hansen and his company had tr aveled one day-they 

came to a place known as Bear r~utte . There they sa 1 a terrible s.♦ c~·ht. 

The thre e nersons wko had gone be f ore had been massacred by the Indians , 

scalped, and their b odies set upon st~ e s . T. en. the -men 1ere agiin 

f r i g1tened; but though t his massacre had hap~ ened only a~ art time be­

fore, Han sen and his men saw nothing of the In ians. They all got 



home safe ly after three month s 6f journeyin . 

After h ,~ got home , J..r r . ensen began to farm on a l a r :"er s·e ale . 

e gr ,ually bro~e up more gr ourd, and he also b . ught co vs and started 

in dairying . Th e country too began to be op ened up, and new settl ers 

kep t coming in . Ab out fiv ~ or six years after his return from the 

Blackh.ills, ~. r . ansen boug:·1t h is first grain binder . This en .... 1 •ed 

b i m t o have greater cro~s because it took s o much less t i me to cut t he 

g•rain . 

Churches and school houses began to be built soon. School dis­

tricts were organi zed and a school house was buL .. t in secti on t welve. 

It i s the school house t hat is now number 100 . . It has , howe~~r , been 

moved: to section thirteen now . Tnat was not t he first school house 

to be built in tha t part of t he country, but it was t he first one to 

l.Jhich the Hansens belong ed. . At the same tirrie , in t he late seventi es, 

a conGre=:«:. tion was also organi ied and a ct .urch bui _t on t he Hansen 

homestead . Thet c 1urch is sti 7 1 t nere, but it it not used now . 

In t h e year 1899 Han s en s bought t h eir f i !:st cream se}:.;e.rator, which 

greatly a ided t heir dai~ying . t r . Hansen b ough t land and added to t he 

. homestea . Things went qu-i~~.e well with t hem as long a s t hey lived t ... 1ere . 

In 1922 t h ey sol d their personal ro pert y at a uubl ic auction and 
l"l 

mov e6. j;o au - Centre, here tney now li1 e. mhey still have tl eir f2Jrm 

and are renting it out . Gr andmother and G-randf a t her stil l have to 

look after t he af f a" rs ~oncerning the farm 0 nd bui \ ding_s , but they 

feel rel ieved t hat they do not have t o r un it and -~ or ther8 t h emse_ves 

and .. ore for t 1ey ar e nov qui:tJe old and qu·te vorn out. They liEe, 

hoi. BVPr , to tal of t ~_e bygone days an d of certai· , a 1
• _:,enings t h ere . 

Grandfa t her especially 1 es to tel t _e story of is trip t o the Bl a ck 

i ls and t he indi ans on the way . 

The f,e.rm has c.nanged reatly now . A bridge has been •uilt across 



. . 

the river and roaa .. 0 cut throu .)1. Most of the 1'."Joods 11 gone , but here 

and there a few atches remain. Along the river bank, too , some woods 

is left. The tr ees , howev9r, are small and t er e is much un erbrush . 

Some ©f the l:ills -v:hich before were cov ered •Ti t h heavy forest are now 

bare . The river is .more shRllow; and the lake too has gone down , so 

t hat in one place ther e- is a piece of s ~,am py looking land reaching 

from the drive to the la..ke. 

--Alpha Lyng 



FROM_ Trl 

OR THE C IOGRAPHY 

tRI Aq.E RECORD BOOK E.· PAGE 378 

Carl Ha.nsen .nd Chri tine E kman 

Ma.rri~d a.t Sauk Centre Jul,Y 15 , 1876 

By: L. L. West , Justice ·of· Peace . 

~Vi tnesses : ~rs . E • . West a.nd Ci ara 'Ye st 

OUSE 



HAN~ . , CARL J •· File No . 

Oa.rl J . Ea.nsen wa s born in Kalmar , Sweden on October 18 , 1 850 

and lived there until he wa.e eighteen years of age . In 1869 he sa ile 

with his f a ther for America. The j•ourney re quired two we eks . Th ey work­

ed their way from Bo ston , a ssa.chuetts to St . Cloud. They l a ter 

sec ured empl oyment on the orthern P cific Railro d and ca e to Crow 

Wing here they were employed until the spring of 1870 w.nen they re­

moved to Kandota and took a homestead of 120 cres a t the he a.d o·f ~ uk 

Lake a.bout nine miles north of Sauk Centre . 

There were six f amilies loc ated in the vicinity of the Ca.rl H?nsen 

homeste d. Ca rl Hansen erected a small c bin of logs which he cut, f rom 

his land. Rushes were use for shingles. At this pl ace the f orest 

w~s so dense t hat one could not see t he; sky within it . The f irst spiing 

the Hansen 1 s cl ea.red a small piece of :]. and and pl anted pota toes and 

other necessary vegetables. 

The few settlers in the Kandota ettl ement buil t a ro a d. to Sauk 

Centre b y cutt ing a ay the timber and laying logs as a bridge a.cross 

the swamps and low 1 nds . These first b ridges · were c alled corduorys . 

In the f all of 1876 Ca rl Hansen wa.s married to Chri....tina J ac obson. 

Chris t ina (Jacobson) Hansen was born a t Skane, Sweden on April 19 , 

1846. She c me to America in 1871 coming direc tly to St . Cloud here 

she wa s employed until the fall of 1872 when she c ame to Kandota. 

Ca rl and Christina.( Jacobson) Hansen had four childr en: Herman 

Hansen; Jennie (Hansen) Lyng; Vehdla, (Hansen) Lewis and Carl Zr . who 

died in 1930. 



HAN:·El: , C ARL J. Page 2 

I n 1876 this vicinity suff ered a 11 g:rasshopper plague" and the 

entire heat crip was destroyed by the insects . Tha.t winter C rl 

Hansen cut cord wood which he sold or traded for food, especially 

flour> · in Sauk Centre . 

In 1899 Carl Hansen purchased his first cream separator nd 

al so a. fine herd of cattle and launched into the d iry business in 

which he was very successful until 1922 when he sold his personal 

property and retired to Sauk Centre. · 

Christina ( Jacobson) Hansen died on October 11 , 1935. 

Carl Hansen was ·one of the Scandinavian pioneers, who .through 

hard ork helped to buil d a splendid farming community. They suffered 

the har .ships of those e rly days and contributed their share toward 

the establishment of good townships and county government. 

Interviewed : Mrs.; Jennie( Hansen) Lyng 
Date : ·January 22, 1937 
By : Dorothy Hansmann 

Public ation Granted 



FRO THE REC THE ST 

FOR THE CARL J. HA ~SEN BIOGRAPHY 

DEATH RECORD BOOK 2 PAGE 26 LIE 616 

Oh rles J. Hansen Born October 18 , 1 850 in Sweden 

Son of John H",.,nsen 

Diec October 23 , 1935 

Age 85 years 5 days 

IAGE REC , RD BOOK. E. PAGE 378 

0 a.rl Hansen and Christina. I. man 

arried at uk Oentre , Ju.ly 1 5 , 1876 

By : n. L. rfest, J u tice of the Peace 

i tnesses: Mrs. E. West and 01 ara est 

T HOUSE 



HAl~SEN, CARL J. 

Second intervi ew to af' f ir!tl or correct informa.tion in biogr ~,phy 

as com-oared to inf9rma.tion as li 0 ted in the 1 e g 1 recor 

County Court House . 

in the Stearns 

Death of aTl J. H ,nqen , ctober 23 , 1935 , is correct ~.s sta.ted 

in 1 e al rec ord. 

AFFIRMED: 

biogra:ohy. 

The name Christ ina J a.cobson , is correct al"I st .. ted in the 

Re-intervie ect: 
Date: 
By: 

rs. J. L, ng 
Oc t ber 21 , 1937 
Dorothy Hc,nsmann 
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