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J Cha..n Harmon \t a s born at Penobscot , ·,, a,i· e , Au- ist .4 , 1839 . He 

Cc.me , v i th his father De con He..rmon , to a. i nt Anthony in 1850. I n 1859 

he c .. me to auk Centre Cun~ too~ ·' claim which he WOT .er .. until 1863 . 

Chan armon volunteered to serve i ueve:r e,l extremely haza.r ou 

e xneaitions f or the rescue of settlers within . radi uc of fif ty miles , 

particuJ. a rly to t h north nd west nd outh ~ e ·t of •.,ut Centre , 

i mm ec_i a tAl~r u.9on t he .:' ir t c.l r-t 1 reoeiv cl here of the nurderous out-

br '"'l< of the i ou I nd i ans in 1862 . At the fir s t call for volunte ers 

to enter t _e enemy ' s :t ine to warn and a f s r as possi ble o therw i e to 

shield the settlers in their flight to 1 u. .. <: Centre where a stoc kc. .. e a;s 

i n ~ rogrress of erect i on , .: r . J.2r· on with · our othei--s inc l uc ing ir . J. 

Vn i tefiel d , ri th t wo- two horse te ms a.n wagon , st rt e · on t h is mo t 

h za r _ous expidetion in so f a · a.s it was ,h en pos ._.ibl t o forec .. t 

its int"'-ngel ents with a pitiless an~- lert foe . The ~11ore i ~1mee i 2te 

pro mpting to t h e ventu re , a t h f ct that Ven Etten , of Grove ta ~e , 

h...,.ving h ,d tin ely P2 :rnL_g of t h e I n~ i an uprising fr o1r fleei ng n ei g_ bor, 

who ~rove his te ~m, with f& i ily, to his door , cn L fe2ring to delay to 

aatc l... his own oxen , had acce:9te, , or himself a nc. ax i _y, the tencl.ere 

service of s a id n ei ghbor anc conveyance., I n thi w-=1 y th e y h a 11 

n the f ol l ov ing morning , "' ~r . 

Van Etten , despite the ·oleadings of h i s fam i ly a.nd earnest council ings 

of 1 - the oth ers t here, h e.c_ gone alone to recover his t e~,n. and a 

portion o"' his h o u 0 ehol d goo "'s . He h c: hot r eturned .n d. t he tt1 ors t WcvS 

f ee red . I n going we took a circuitous line of mo. re"_ , f ir 1.., t by F iry 

Let-e ant the George l 110n : an :1 J. C. o 7::m n pJ.ac es , up the valle..r of 

the A hley River t ! estport L ~e . p ere , ae i sc overed , t 1 e I n i~1s 

had cl eec y been e.no fo r e " n e_ca.rJpri1ent , an ; hac not b een gone long , 

as there were st i ll rec,. ho "shes i n ..L.he small b ed.s of their c _;mp fire~ , 
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which were marke~.ly ... ifferent than t1e 'hi te :mn ' s bui lcing. -~~· e .lertly 

a1 d anxi ously soc.,nnec: the p:re.irie °'n also the mo re hi en epth of the 

gro e of timber for . lurkin ~ or ~1eeing Indian. As no s i gn of the 

i mmec~i ate pre enc e of frien. o r foe a·)~ eareL , it w .s ,gree .. to 1 .. ac-ten 

on our way lest o 11e settler be butc _ered b t -~or our tit e y c on,in?. 

ve planned to 0~0 t e the L a,_ e Ame ia set-!..lement next , ~s one of our 

pc.rty J. Pettyjohn, i-a .. f ed from his home t ere only . fevr c .. J 0 before , 

2n. wi~.hea. to recover hL. furniture nc. food . His one- star- house and 

st .ble were hi 'den by a s mall grove an 14 climbing vine covering sines 

and roof . --verything ua:s as he h , left then , c at t ereo. helter- s elter 

on the groun i n front of t"'1.e house evicl ncing e. panic~ ctate of mind 

th :-• t h a brou ht nd left the_ .. t ere . Too y e -C'ind t.1e vil lage of Vil-

lar . on t his site . treele-es nj level pr "i rie la ... ')efo~.e l '"'s we 

journeye~ tow~r Ms ro ve Late . hen Me arrive _ there it was instant. y 

app rent t e I ne.i a.ns h 'j bee~1 t'here ancl ll' rea: e · the i r) venganc e, ainly 

on inanimate thin ·s , except in tle ca.se f cat..lle , cbicK n nc pift.~. 

I n the re~id.ence of ean . tabler t h ey had srn shec_ wi ne.ow .nc: door a.n., 

to Po-e extent the floors . I n the f i e~d of corn they h ~ :m shed t~o 

tubs full of cUshe .... --1.c~ ha.~ destroyed nd scattere _;_ a. other hou se fur-

niPh i n~s left behind by the terrifieJ setLler . The h use broom the ha . 

th r own upon the roof . 

v~re decicet to sleep, · n ::11 ter1ate "'l .. t c_ ... e 0 , in tl-"·e st&bl e , bee ,. u .... e 

loop ho7 es through b.ich to Wc.,tch a 11c: fire 1NeJ.. e . ore e. .sily prov · ~. ed. 

by lmoc ... d ng out t .1.e chin.::i ng ~ e t ween t h e logs . ij efore r etir=-.ng ill e vieit-

e t th home of Va.n Etten about "' i le a.v~ .yon the 1 .::..~ s~ ... r:> re ,juQt with-in 

the j~ ringe of ., hecvy timber . Here t 1 _ey seemec: to have rreaJ'··e .. a v 0 r 

•h i r wind of fury . A li~t _e w ~ off the f iend 0 h ~ overt s ~en the fleeing 

V n Etten an., brutcJ ly murc.er 



11 D. B .. rnes Seid , fl I rill keep v,r...,tc:1 tonite , I ' m too horri,..ied ..Lo Pleep , 

you ma y safe y trust me , 11 a,n_: he die for he uou d. not a Et-<en the re_i ef 

11;h.o c rc .. ve ~ to share hi vigil . ~• 

In 1863 Ch n H~rmon was employed in t he ua.rt .. r ma.ster 0-r·op, T ni ec 

-

1 tPtes Army unti1 1 ,66 when he -teturned to his .:ar n a.nc. also engact q 

in railroad buil~ing for several years. I n 865 he as married to 

Franc es E. Ree~, a n .. ti ve of qew York tate , .nd. ~.awt1ter of Lvnan and 

H rriet Reea , nioneers of P yne ► ville , :tfinne ota. Five ch i lcren rere 

born to t his uni on tLree of hon lived: "i illi .. -,r . ; Ll: u ii.; and li el ie 

who was tl e f irst chool teache r .t >,,Jau k Centre. 

I n 1872 Chan Ha,r:11on eng ge =i I i tL Harmo n aimer nd Comp ny in t e 

bui lding of their flo u r mi ls and aftsrwa.r"'s ,va~. m ,n .ger of t he c ncern. 

Chqn Harmo n Lie a in 1881 . 

' 

Written by: W. J. Whitefield 
Ta en f r om: sauK Centre Heral of 1881 & Dec . 

12 , 1912 
f'l o oie _ by : Dorothy ansmann 

it) 1,,u,.. Ii, ~ , I 9 3 I:, 



F O THE CE;sus RECORDS 1F 1860 

Enumerated on June 28, 1860 by c. GrfJnde lmeyer 

Post Office -- Sau~ Centre 

Page 65 

:Chandler Harman 

Sex 

Qccupa..tion 

Born 

Age 21 

Farmer 

Maine 



FROJ THE CE1 UQ REC ORD F 1860 

Enumera t ed on July 3, 1860 by a. Gran ., e l meyer 

Po s t Office P ynesvil e 

Page fo . 73 

Lyman Ree _ 

ex 

Occu~ tion 

Born 
* ** * '1 ****** 
Harriett Reed 

ex 

Born 
*********** 
Francis E. Ree ~ 

Born 
************ ' 
Jo eph Re e 

Sex 

Born 
*** ************ 
Alvena Reed 

sex 

Born 

Age 52 

~' ale ·· · 

Fa r mer 

Vermont 
******* ge 43 

Female 

r ew York 
******** 
Age 19 

Female 

• ew York 
******** 
Age 13 

.:-ale 

f er York 
*** ****** 
Age 10 

Fema_e 

!e r York 



F OM THE RECORDS IN THE STEAR.£ S COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

FOR THE CHil"' HARMO BIOGRAPHY 

Date of PJ.a,oe of 
.a.me Birth Birth Ff!ther 1s Name !tt 

1 . B by Harmon Dec . 13 , 1871 Sauk Centre Chandler H .... rmon 

2 . Baby " Feb . 6 , 1873 n n H 11 

3. Baby " Feb. e, 1873 " n u· u 

' Mothers Narne ~ ~ Page Line , Remark§ 

1. Elanore Ree 31 13 

a. Elano~e ft A 103 13 

3 . Elanore tt 03 14 

GE 46 

Chandler H rmon and Frances E. Reed 

: _ a,rrie _ at a.ynesville ovember 5th , 1865 

By : Rev. G. •. Bennett 

it esses: Leman eed 1 rs . a riet Reed 



-.,... 

Harmon , Fr .noes Elenor (Reed) 

Frances lenor eed was born in Lewis County , New York on ray 

· 3 , 1841 . ·,; hen a young girl she moved to isconsin with her pa rents , 
1

a.nd l ,ter to ew Paynesville , this county. She taught the first school 

in 8 .uk Centre . 

In November 1865 , Frances Elenor Reed and Chandler Ha rmon were 

married and settled on a f .rm sot1;th of this city. They remained on 

the f c:..rm about four ye · rs. Five children were born to t .,. __ is union . In 

1869 tne f amily moved to Sauk Centre . 

Frances ( ~eed ) Harmon died a,t Sau..1{ Centre on June 1 6 , 1899 a.nd 

is interred in Greenwood cemetery. 

Copied from : "The · val anchen 
June 22 , 1899 

Copied: pril 28 , 1938 
Copied by : Dorothy Ha nsmann 



TAKEM FROM THE CE11 SUS RECOFJ)S OF 1860 

Enumerated June 28, 1860 By C. Gra,ndellmeyer 

Post Office Sauk Centre · 

Page No. 65 

Harmon Chandler 

Sex 

Occupation 

Born 

Age 21 

a.le 

Fa.rmer 

aine 



HARMON , OHANDLER File NO . B ·- S OI 

Chand.ler ,Ha:.r mon , miller , born in Penobsco t county , MR j_ne , 

August 4 , 1839; c a.me with his pa.rents to i nnesota. in 1850; 

se t tled on a f a Tm ne a r Sa uk Centre in 1859; aft er 1872 N2.,s 

m nager of large f 1 ouring mills there . 

Copied from : .. innesota Biographies P .ge 301 
Date Copied : March 4 , 1937 
By: Tresa Gruber 
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