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HIC AN , PETER s.· File o. 'B-SS1 

Peters. Hickman , bo rn in ~e Jersey, September 11 , 1816 ; after 

spending twenty-t .o. years on the sea he c me to Minnesota in 

1857, and five ye rs later settled in Sauk Cent re; engaged in 

farming, and later in ca r penter work and wagon mc _: ing. · 
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HIC AN , P TER s; File No . 

Peter s. Hickman .a .s born in Cumberland , ew Jersey, on 

September 11 , 1816. He was the son of John Hickma.n who descended 

from Purit n ancestors. 

In 1827 he ent to sea. He was a sa11or for t 1 enty-two years. 

For fourteen of these t enty-two years he was a sea captain. 

In 1849, Peter Hickman settle i n ew Jersey where he farmed 

until 1857 when he brought his family from New Jersey with the 

i ntention of settling near what is Sauk Centre, innesota. When 

he c me to the · ississippi River he was favorably impre sed with 

what is now i ninger, wh ich was three miles from Hastings , D kota 

county. He and his family left the boat there and settled on a. 

farm. 

In 1861 , Peter Hickm m rent to S ~uk Centre . Here he loo ted on 

a farm two miles north of Suk Centre .t the mouth of Ashley Creek 

where he got 160 acres of government lands. 

On September 18 , 1.862 , the_ fa.mily joined him. During the 

Sj.ou outbreak t h ey felt secure and id not enter the stockade . 

They a ways consi ered the In ians their friends . 

In 1840 , Peter Hickman was united in marriage to Deborah Ingersoll 

of New Jersey. Peter and Debora.h (Ingersoll) ... ic m .n ha ten 

children: Dannelia , Eliza. , Sarah , Henrietta ,. Rich a r:, , John J., 

e.rietta , Emma. , delaide , and innie . The 1a~t three were born in 

innesota. 

Sarah Hickman , a daugh er , taught Indian school at Long Prairie 

when Bad Boy w s Cl;i.ief there. The family ... . s in constant _touch with 

the Winnebagas and the 0hippe sand they felt sure that if there 
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were any danger from the Sioux bands that they would be w .rned. 

In 1870, Peter Hickman began the manufacturing of wagons , 

buggies, etc. and did a nrosperous busines . 

He served in a, number of town and school offices. 

In 1874 Peter nd Deborah (Ingersoll) Hickma,n moved i n to 

Sauk Centre here they died . 

Interviewed: Mrs Ivy( Pe .. r er) BUl!gess ( a gr and-
D te: . J anu ary 28 , 1937 daught er) 
By: "Melba Peterson 
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