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VACA TIO~ Ii ti01313~ 
TC Student ls WashingtonForestRanger 

A few days ago Miss Edith Grannis informed us 
that we had some interesting people on campus this 

summer. In trying to contact some of these people, 
we found that Miss Opal Sheets, of Kelso, Washington 
had spent some summers working for the U. S. 
Forestry service. 

Through the following correspondence we can 
easily visualize some of the interesting experiences 
she has had. 
Dear Editors: 

Thank you for your kind note giving me the 
opportunity of having part in the College Chronicle. 
I consider it a privilege and certainly I should have 
written up my experiences in the U.S. Forest service 
while on the job as it was wonderful fun, most 
interesting, satisfying, delightful, and breath-taking 
as well as back breaking. 

Mans Mountain Lookout 
Several of my friends, mostly teachers, and myself 

have been taking shifts manning lookouts the last 
five summers. We belong to a Mountain club 
known as the Mt. St. Helen's club, a club incorporat
ed several years ago and affiliated with the Western 
Federation of Outdoor clubs. It was through this 
club that we first contacted the U. S. Forest service. 
A forest ranger was sent from Vancouver, Washing
ton, to Longview, Washington, to instruct us twice 
each week for three months a couple of springs, 
then at the close of school each year we attend Guard 
school at a Forest Service station near the Columbia 
river at Hemlock, Washington, for three days. 

We have signed up for various peaks and weeks, 
and before long, instead of talking face to face with
out many friends, we are locating them by the fire
finder, field glasses, taking to them by telephone, 
walkie-talkie, by mirror flashes, and hear say. It 
is a wonderful outing with pay especially to one who 
enjoys isolation in such a way. 

A few go alone but living in a glass house on a 
high peak in the midst of such glorious s~enery, 
I feel selfish in not giving someone else the opportun
ity of enjoying the time also have always had a 
friend with me. And then when an electric storm 
begins to form and I know that practically the entire 
place which is anchored to the rocks by steel cables 
can become charged with the exception of a little 
stool with its four legs sitting in glass telephone pole 
insulators on which we are to stand and locate by the 
firefinder lightening strikes in the forest; and when 
I hear the cry of a windcat, it is very nice to have a 
friend who also is joyous as well as somewhat fear
ful, right there. 

Fire!---or Smoke? 
We report to our guard station below at regular 

times every few hours during the day from· 6 :30 a. m. 
to 6 p. m. and of course at any other time we see a 
suspicious "puff". And how proud we are if we 
are first to sight a smoke! But if we report a fire, 
·send a man out to some spot NE of SW of Sec. 23., 
etc., for instance, and there's no fire! Well, that's 
just never forgotten. And loving approval so much, 
I missed a wonderful chance once of reporting a huge 
fire far out of our territory manned by a fellow who 
evidently had fallen asleep- because I said to myself, 
"Surely looks like smoke" - but the clouds come up 
there every day looking like smoke. "This is a 
most hazardous day, most hazardous this season so 
far- guess I'll call it in." (By the way I was alone 
that day, otherwise my friend would have phoned it 
in, I'm sure.) And so I missed the glory. 

Some days we are above the clouds all day and it 
is beautiful. We watch that sea of clouds for ap_y 
possible smoke effects. Other days we are in the 
thick clouds all day, all night, and that is lovely, 
too. What is a grand day to "lie in", eat and sleep 
and especially read, go about the mountain sides 
(there is usually only one flat spot and the lookout 
is on that) gathering wood; melting snow, or sewing, 
knitting, talking with friends, gathering flowers, 
watching the many chipmunks(they're bad), deer, 
bear, birds, (I saw the red of a fox's tail once.) 

The mountain picture you see on the south wall as 
you enter the library is Mt. St. Helens, the Fujiyama 
·of North America, a vocanic, snow covered peak 
.sixty miles from where I live. 

LITTERED LAWN 
BLIGHTS CAMPUS 

Sincerely, 
Opal Sheets. 

i As alumni returning to summer school, there were 
many things which attracted our attention. Some 
won our admiration and others our displeasure. 
,The one which caused the most unfavorable com
ment could easily be corrected if each individual did 
·his part. Of course, if you do not care about the 
appearance of the college lawn, nothing we could say 
·would make you wish to improve it. But couldn't 
you people who smoke put your cigarettes in the con
tainers put outside for your convenience? And 
couldn't you people who chew gum and eat candy 
put your wrappers in the containers also? 
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e~s~ o11e1J 
B'f 225 <'/om, a/ M~ 

Teachers college students and personnel whose 
names were put into the cornerstone in the entrance 
of new Stewart hall may rest assured that their 
signatures will not disintegrate or blow away for 
many years to come. Donald Anderson, foreman of 
brick workers on the construction project, explained 
that those signatures are enclosed in a small copper 
box sealed with lead; the copper box is imbedded in 
the granite cornerstone, which in turn is resting solidly 
"somewhere near the bottom of about 225 tons of 
masonry" (cement, brick, and Minnesota granite). 

Have you noticed that entrance? The lightest of 
the granite blocks weighs two tons, the heaviest 
eight tons. Backing this front is a brick lining re
inforced with concrete bars, which makes the wall at 
this point two feet thick. That red granite is not 
a product of St. Cloud. It is quaITied near Ortonville 
and processed at Cold Spring. 

These 225 tons of masonry top a reinforced concrete 
foundation which has been given "extra footage" to 
prevent the structure from settling into the sandy 
soil. 

Approximately 1000 signatures found their way 
into the little copper container during the 1948 spring 
quarter. Not all students signed, however, because 
there was not sufficient advance notice .that the 
signatures were to be taken, according to Odelia E. 
Kolb, secretary to President John Headley. In 
addition to these names, the box contains the college 
catalog, summer bulletin, and various other pub
lications. 

The cornerstone, in case you don't already know, 
is that section, low down to the right of t he arch, 
which is engraved with the words, "Stewart hall, 194 7. 

T alahi Lodge Addition 
Completed, Ready for Use 

T. C. students will be surprised next fall when they 
go out to Talahi lodge. Some evidence of what is in 
store for them can be seen even now. 

A large addition has been built including a kitchen, 
storage room and wood shed. A gas range stands in 
the kitchen ready to be connected upon the in
stallation of bottled gas. A new circulating oil 
heater and some new furniture for the lodge are 
reported to be on the way. 

A radio-phonograph combination has been purchas
ed, but has not been placed in the lodge because of 
past instances of trespassing. Installation of the 
more valuable items will not be made until measures 
are taken to safeguard the property. 

Now that Talahi has a storage room and a wood 
shed, the front porch can be made into a lovely 
place to lounge on a nice evening. Previously the 
porch was littered with junk, wood, tools, and dirt. 
Dancing will be permitted again: Bracing the floor 
has done away; with the no-dancing rule. 

Examination outside the lodge reveals a well, dug 
during the past year, and new toilets built a_ccording 
to specifications of the Minnesota Board of Health. 

The lodge itself will no longer be "junky." Folding 
chairs for card parties or other large affairs will be 
placed in the storage room and taken out only when 
needed. 

Does all this surprise you? Do you wonder how 
such improvements were made possible? 

A student committee stepped in where angels 
feared to tread, and by making strong demands 
instead of conservative ones surprisingly got results. 

Louis Frana and Bob Bartholow were appointed 
by the student council as a committee for the im
provement of Talahi lodge. Louis and Bob soon 
discovered that there was a faculty lodge committee 
including Miss Marie Case, chairman, Miss Helen 
Hill, Miss Eunice Smith, Miss Amy Dale, Mr. C. 0. 
Bemis, Dr. H. Lohrman and Dean John Weismann. 
These two committees met and merged. Driven 
on by the influence of non-conservative student 
enthusiasm, the committee obtained the much meeded 
improvements. 

M~ POAk R~4 
s~ a/ eoJkr;e .e~ 

Across the river from the St. Cloud Teachers 
college is picturesque Munsinger park, where every 
year thousands of floweres of every variety, plus 
numerous trees and shrubs, come to life to make the 
park a ·show place of St. Cloud. 

In the center of the park is a foundation flanked 
by a charming rock garden and a quaint wishing 
well. Beyond the well is a goldfish pond where you 
can watch the graceful movements of the goldfish 
swimming among the water lilies. 

If you sit on the bank of the river you can look 
across the Mississippi and see the skyline of the 
college. Perhaps it is stepping back and looking at 
your work from a distance that makes you realize 
college is not such a bad place after all. 
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'Wl«d :l>o 'l{ou Know 
Ak.ut <'/eaclie1tt' Sa~? 

These days we hear a great deal about the shortage 
of teachers ..... teachers properly qualified to go 
into the schoolrooms of the country and do jobs that 
will place teaching on par with the other professional 
groups. 

One very important aspect we formerly did not 
hear about was teacher salaries. Could it be that 
the appalling condition of low salaries existed be
cause we never heard about it? It is apparent that 
the recent raise in teacher salaries is largely a result 
of "hearing about it." Teachers banded together 
and through their combined efforts, in the form of 
unions and state and national organizations, greatly 
advanced their positions by placing the problem be
fore the people of the United States .... the 
people for whom and with whom they work. 

How effective is our present recruiting system for 
teachers? We publish material, for example, guaran
teeing jobs to graduates of the two and four-year 
programs. This is all well and good, except that 
there are very few recognized professions today in 
which graduates fail to receive positions. Why not 
tell them that at last they can make a living wage 
teaching young people? 

Many states have organized educational as
sociations where questions of salary, curriculum, and 
other pertinent problems are aired. The Minnesota 
Education association has done the teaching pro
fession a great service in working out a minimum
maximum salary scale for the teachers of Minnesota. 
We must realize that this salary scale is based on 
good service, and the only way we can promote 
state-wide acceptance of it is to give the best possible 
service to the schools of Minnesota. 

The Minnesota Education association offers this 
approved salary schedule, based on nine teaching 
months, which specifies equivalent salaries for 
classroom teachers of equivalent preparation and 
experience when assigned to regular positions in 
elementary, junior high, and senior high schools. 

The salary schedule for Minnesota teachers, 
approved by the Executive Board of the Minnesota 
Education association on January 24, 1948, under 
authority of the Delegate Assembly, specifies: 

No teacher shall recieve less than $1,800.00 per 
year. On the basis of training and experience the 

~schedule further provides: Training Beyond High 
School 

Two Years Training 
Salary Increments 

Minimum 
$2,000.00 

8 of $125.00 
6of $100.00 

Minimum-Maximum 
$3,600.00 

Four Years Training 
Salary Increments 

Minimum 12 of $150.00 
$2,400.00 6 of $100.00 . 

Mimimum-Maximum 
$4,800.00 · 

Three Years Training 
Salary Increments 

Minimum 10 of $125.00 
$2,200.00 6 of $100.00 

Minimum-Maximum 
$4,050.00 

Five Years Training 
Salary Increments 

Minimum 12 of $150. 
$2,600.00 6 of $125.00 

Minimum-Maximum 
$5,150.00 

Since many students never receive this infor
mation until they apply for teaching positions, they 
are likely to become confused. Married men often do 
not know that many school systems will pay them' 
more than single teachers. Many women who have 
changed to secondary teaching after a few years o{ 
elementary teaching, or vice-versa, often do not 
realize that full teaching credit is given in few systems 
where these changes are made. 

Let's try to keep informed of progress being made 
in the profession. It won't be long before we shall b~ 
attending meetings of educational associations; 
before we will be formulating policies. By keeping 
informed on current policies we shall be better pre~ 
pared to give efficient service in the field. 
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