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File No . E-656 
Lucas Kells waste fourth child of a family of twe1ve chi dren. 

He as born on September 8, 1841 in Cairo, G~een-County, New York. 

In 1848, he mo ved with his parents to , aukesha County , \Vi scon·sin. 

They took a boat at Catskill, New York, an traveled via the Erie Ca.nal 

an . the Great Lakes. In asconsin -he learned the trade of harne e maker 

at which he was employed until August 20 , 1862 when he enlisted in Com­

pany F. of the Twenty-Eight iscobsin Volunteer Infantry. He served 

uring the Civil W rand was mistered out at Brownsville, Texa~, on 

August 23, 1865. Most of his services were along the lississippi River 

from Vicksburg to the south. He then returned to Wisconsin , the trip 
,, 

t~ring twenty-three days . 

In the fa.11 of 1865, he mo ved to Sau_ Centre , innesota. Here he 

opened a general store and ehga,ged in the harness business. Later he 

openea an express office and handled goods for non-resi dents. 

In Septe1ber of 1880 , he formed a partnership with Solomon Pen er­

gast . Together they founded a anK which Wes nown s the "Bank of 

Sauk Centre. 11 It was then the only bp.nK between Sa..int Cloud, ·inne ota 

and Fargo, North Dak ota. It finally beca e "The First State Bank. 11 

On J anuary 1 , 1872 Lucas Kells 1arried rartha Braymann of ~ew York 

State. They had three children. They are . abel ( rs. Horace Aldenl, 

Blanche, and Laurel L. Kells, an:- attorney, of Sa.uk Centre. 

(Braymann) Kells r:.ied April 4, 1926 at ontrose , Ca.lifornia. 

rs. a.rtha 

In 1890, with lVilliam E. Lee, Luc .. s st arted t., e B .nk of se.uk_ Centre 

which is still functioning. 

Durin_ his life in Sauk Centre he held most of the municin 1 offices 

a. t one time or another . He was a :1e·nber of the Board of Educ tion for 

several yee.rs. He was a charter member of Star in West Loc. ge No . 60 A. 

F. and A. • ; Sauk Centre Ohapter of Royal Arch -irasons of Sauk Centre. 



Blue Lodge. 

est Lo ge at the time of pis 

Be went to Hollywood, California in 1912 here 

iived at the time o~ his eath. He died April 11, 1933. 

Dµring his services as ·a sol ier he was placed on special 

at Little Rook, Arkansas, in charge of the divisional harness shop, as 

he was an _ expert harness maker. He received 16 per month a,n the 

twenty civilians working under hi receive . 150 per month. 

Interviewed: Robert Kells 
Date: October 9, 1936 
By: elba Peterson 
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FRO . THE RECORDS I OUSE -...-----·-------------------------
FOR THE .LUCAS KELLS· BIOGRAPHY 

Da.te of Pl.ace of 
Name Birth Birth 

1. Edith Kells Oct. a, 1874 Sauk Centre 

2. Blanche Kelle May 24, 1878 " ti 

3. Laurel Kells ar. 23, 1883 ff 11 

.me Age B6ok ~ 

l. rtha. B~ayman A 163 

a. II " 327 

3. ti ft A 579 

Fa.th er' s ame 

Lucas Kells. 

ti " 

" " 

Lipe 

35 

18 

38 

RI GE RECORD BOO D. PAGE 74 

Luc s Ke ls .. n artha Brayman 

arrieo at Sa.uk Oentre on J nuary 1st , 1872 

By: Rev •• J. Pi~ 

i tnes e : Eva right a n •t c. Wr i ght 
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