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JOHNSO , FRED H. File No . B - lo3/ 
Fred H. Johnson was born in Gutela.nd , Sweden April 14, 1867 ,. son 

of John .. Len hlstrom. 

Fred attended t he public schools ; in Sweden and helped his father , 
,, 

J ohn , farm until he was twenty yea r s old . At this time he took the re-

uire d Army train i ng t hat w s co mpul sory in Sween . Af ter his r elease 
. .. 

from th i s Army t raining Fred started out for America to find his destiny 

and fo rtune . 

He came directly to Saint Cloud, and secure~ job wi th Foley 

Brothers . r . · Calstrom was pres i dent of that organization at .t hat time . 

In Saint Cloud Fred Johnson became acquainted with an ..:. marrie d 

Emma r. iller on ove ber 5, 1 892. 

Emna iller w s the daughter of swan and ~ary Christina Sven(An er­

son) iller , born in Quinzy, assachusetts, Oc tober 30, 1874 . 

Emma w s brought to Saint Cloud when she was four years old by her 

parents. ·swan _i l er wa s a blacksmith by trade and secure a job in 

Sa i nt Cloud as auarry biacksmi th . W ges were low nd price s h igh so 

Emma never rec e ived a great deal of education , b ing forced to go to work 

when she was ten yea rs old . 

Fred ' s wages vith Foley ~rothers being onl y 26 per month he took 

the fir s t opportunity to le rn the stone Q.l tting trade . He was successful 

and · received t he sum of $1 . 50 per day t o st art . Being a very conscient ious. 

workman he was gradual l y promoted until he at t a ined t e o ition a.s 

quarry foreman for Melrose Granite Company unde r Yi llaam Bohmer. Tnis 

pos ition he held unt i l his death in 1924. 

His wife Emma ( i ler ) J ohnson is still living an resi des at 224 

·Third Avenue orth East Saint Cloud, innesota . 

There were five ch i ldren bo r n to Fred and Emma ( ~iller) Johnson , 

Hel~n , a graduate of t he Tea.chers College lives ith her mother · DeVan 
' 
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of Minneapolis; Nathaniel of inneapolie; and Ju ith also of inneapolis. 

Mrs . Emma Johnson recalled the cyclone of 1886 . She says, "I used 

to ta e c'·.re of the Carpenter children in Sauk Rapi ds . One day it was 

terrible hot and I decided not to go over and. k at Carpenters . I t was 

a luc l y thing I didn 1 t go because the cyclone was ri ght fter I had made 

my decision. One of the older Carpenter girls was outside hold i ng the 

baby . The cyclone passed t hat way .nd killed the girl . The baby seemed 

pr act i c ll y unhurt, but several years later died of the resulting - res sure 

on its ea rs." 

"Vie always danced in Empire Pc:rk whenever a circus c ame to town 

on the Fi urth of J uly . This was one '"' nee we a,l ays enj oyed , it was 

bo rery s tyle. 11 

"Sa i nt Cloud has certa inly changed . e al ays got as much thrill 

out of riding the hor e d r wn c arriages a s the street cars. 11 

I nterviewe d : "" rs . Emma C iller)Johnson 
Date: J uly 6 , 1936 
By: Dean el son 
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