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JO~AS , A~TON File o . 

Anton Jona. s .?as born August 26 , 1866 , in Harrisbach , Calolenz , 

Ger 1a.ny. 

Anton Jon .s is the son of athias nd .therine ( tephanie) 

Jonas , pioneer sett ers of Fe rming to \ TI .h ip , no:w .eceased • 

.. athias ""nd Catherine (Stephanie) J onas rnre born in Ger .aany and 

were married t ere . In Germany , a.this Jonas fo lo~ed e occupation o f 

a farmer and shepherd. 

In about the year 1850, J oseph Jonas , a brother of "athias 

mi rate to America , a.n settled on a farm near Collegeville , innesota. 

Aft er several years in America he became confi nt of the opportunities 

the new count ry held in store for a man who wa.e willing to work that he 

induce his brother athias to also settle here . 

family . 

athias Jon .... s mi grate to ·n rica. in the ye r 1876 , vi th his 

fter l anding in ew York , the · family immediately c me :rest by 

r il as fRr a.s East St . Cloud , 'where the ro d terminated. At that time 

there w s no bridge acros the ississippi River nd o they crossed on e. 

ferry boat . From St . Cloud they continued their triu to Collegeville on 

a st ge coach . 

The first yeBr in America, the J onas f amily made their home ith 
and 

the Joseph Jonas fe,mily · • .. ·. ~athi s found employm nt on neighboring f .. rms . 

The following year he file on a homeste ,d in Farming to -nship section 18 

and 19 . The 1 ,na. a.t ha1.i tiae as covered with timber , n the Tork of 

clearing nd preparing the l nd for cultivation was slo . · . ork, only about 

three acres were re .dy for cultiva tion the firs t year . 
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Oxen were u s e~ to brea k and. cul t i va.te the l an • Since there 

vi ere no h .rvest ers , the gr a.in and ha.y were cut b y h an . , i th a scythe . 

The nearest mil l ring t h e f irst t o year s w.h·ile t h e f ami y 

lived on the homest ead , wa a.t t . Clou . , an so r . · Jo s wa s requi r ed 

to a ke +he t ·rip i th oxen , t he trip usual l y con timing three days . L ter 

on mill was erected at Cold pring. 

During the first ye t.r s t h e f a ily en 1... u r many har h ips,. but 

from year to year mor l a nd was clea red an they soon _.erived a subst .ntial 

· i ncome from t heir products ma.king it poa 0 ible f or them to pure a se modern 

machinery , nd erect new modern buil ings. 

athias and Catherine (Stenhanie) Jonas are the parents of seven 

chil ren. 

Anna ria.., m rried- ichael Klein and- they resided on a farr.a 

near Sauk Centre , both are now deceased. · 

aria Ann , married Be:1rnard Hannigan and they resided on a. fa.rm in 

Farming to~ nship. Both are now dec eased,. 

John , married ry Koppy , now deceased, nd he resides on a farm 

in t. art in township. · 

ary , married Nicholas Barbeln, now deceased , and she resides on 

a farm in St . artin to nship . 

C ~herine , married ax Grave and t hey reside on a farm in Albany 

t ownship . 

Anton who hea s this sketch was one year and six months of age 

when he was brought to America by his parents • . He attended the district 

school until he wa s fourteen years of age , his first teacher was Casper 

C1osterman. 
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fter completing his chooling , he ,s isted his father i th the 1ivork on 

the farm until the time of his ma.rr i ge , ,hen be took over the place, 

nton J onas was marrie on J anuary 8 , 1895 , to ary hmann . 1 

Fat er Conrado . s. B. perf~rmed the ceremony. The atten ants were John 

Jona.a , ary h nn , Andrew Ohmann en Catherine Jonas . 

ary Ohmann ivas born August 15 , 1873 , a .. t Albany , the a.u hter of 

afhi~s nd ·a.ria ( Kosick) Ohmann !)ioneer settl ers of b .ny to n hip . 

fter their marri age Anton and -ary (Ohmann) Jonas took over the 

home farm , which they operated unt il September 1 , 1936 , when they retired 

to the Village of Albany . 

Durin the time t ey resiaed on the f ,rm , Anton Jonas serve s 

tr surer of the .istrict school fo r many ye .rs , and was also tnte re -ted in 

the ~ffairs of the com unity . 

thias Jonas d i ed i June 1903 an~ h is wife preceded him in 

de-th several yea.rs. Both ,re bur ied i the C thol ic cemetery t t . .rt in. 

Anton Qnd a.ry (Ohmann) Jonas are the parents o· fifteen children. 

John , born ovember 2 , 1895 , died in infancy . 

Gertru e , bo rn November 3 , 1896 , ied~ at the age of seven ye . . rs . 

athi s , born arch 28 9 1898 , d ied at the age of ten. 

Agnes , born Je~nu .ry 20 , 1900 , married J mes R usoh , an they 

reside in the villa e of Albany. r . Rausch is a mechanic . 

Frank , born August 16 , 1901 , married Alma Heinen , and they reside 

in Albany~ r . Jona.s is in the oil business . 

Peter , born pr il 5 , 1903 , married Othilia inter en t4 ey 

resi eat Freeport were he is in the oil businesa. 

Albert , born Oc tober 12 , 1904 , married ari ., Thelen and they 
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reside i n Paynesvi lle , where he is employed as a. ro a _ patrolman fo r the 

innesota High ay Dep rtment . 

Alvina , born February 25 , 1906 , is !rs . :ath Rusch of St . artin. 

r . Rausch operates a store there . 

Ann i e , born pril 13 , 1907 , is rs . Albert ob a gel of St • • art in. 

ary Ann , born October 23 , 1909 , is employed at St . Cloud. 

agdalene , bor n June 23 , 1911 , is ' rs . Henry Buettner , a.nd they 

resi~e on a farm near Lake Henry. 

rtin. Hi ldegard , born J une 4 , 1913 , is employed at St . 

Nicholas , oorn ay 2, 1915 i s employed at lba.ny . 

Bridget , born J anuary 20 , 1917, is employed at St . Cloud . 

rathilda , born arch 29 , 1918 , at home . 

I terviewed : Anton Jons 
Intervie ed by: alter B.Ha~? 
Da t e : Jul.y 16 , 1937 

Publ i cat i on Granted 

lm.tte:r.'1.i~.ew(e·d imJ. German 



FROM· TH i' RECORDS HOUSE 
/ 

FOR THE A TTO HY 

Date of Place of 
,,ane Birth Birth 

-, 

Age 

~l • J ohn -Jo as Nov. 2 , 1895 Farming Ant on Jo nas 29 

2 . Gertrude Jo- c.. S 1( . ov . 4 , 1896 fl II . ff 32 

3. ·ath Jonas ' r . 27 , 1898 JI · H tJ 31 

4. _A e~ arie n J an . ,, 21 , 1900 u fl ft 33 

5. Frank Jonas Aug. 16 1901 It 
J " n 35 

6 . -Peter Jonas Apr . 6 , 1903 ll tf " 37 

7,. :tbert Jon s Oct . 11 , 1904 ff II If 37 

8 ria Anne .. fl Oct . ;;:;3 , 1909 R· chmond • 
1t " 43 

9 . ~a alena n J e 23 , 1 ll iohmond n n 45 

10.Hil "'e ~ard u Jun e 4 , 191 3 Fa.r i ng n H 46 

11 . ~ichol s u JiJ.~.y l 1915 " , u u 47 

12 . Brigitta " J an. 20· 1917 tf , H " 50 

Page Line Remarks other 's - ~ ... c_me Age Book 

1 . ry Ohmann 22 (1895)-B5 · 76 9 . r 
,, 

2 . ry hnann 2 5 1896 B6 99 3 
/ 

3. .ry hnann 23 1898 B8 105 2 

4. . .1\4ary h ann 29 1900 BlO 113 2 

s. a,ry Oh ann 26 1901 Bll 95 1 

I"" . o • . ary hm~mn 30 1903 Bl3 107 3 

7 . ary hm- ,nn 30 1904 Bl4 9 2 , 1 

- 8 . ary Ohmann 3~ C 568 4 

9 , ry hm·n.11 38 E 16 11 

10 . rary Oh r J'\ 40 G 14 147 ' 

11 . ary Oh nann 41 I 14 272 

18 703 
121 ary -Oh 13 
-_ . 



FOR THE 

A J. ton Jonas · n ary Oh ann 

.. ar:riec at lbany ~ J 1.u ry , 18 5 

n ... Jo a- r Jon , 

DE TH- J, 1 C RD BO ·1903 • 12 P ... E 61 LI/ 1 1 

CL rtru e Jona.a , .Born , l\!'o v bcr a, ., ·• 6 ✓ .J.. 

Die · '!ay 17 . , 1903 

ge 6 ye rs .5 onths ·. n • 14 ~ ys I 

·DEATH ~ 1QR BOO B. 

ath J onas , Born ·~.-rch 27 , 1 8 

Died Jw. e 13 1 1908 

ge 10 years 2 on hs and 16 d ~ s 

EATH RECO - B 

Jon Jons , Died i n Town of ~ r 

on f Anton ano. "1 ary Jonas . 

i ng. 
' 

ece r 6 , lB ·5 
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