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KOCH, JOHN File o. fj -?I~ 

John Koch was born January 21, 1858 in Libert County, Indiana, 

Dust eight miles from the shores of Lake ichigan . His father , 

Mathew Koch, was a f armer and woodsman by trade . Both athew and 

his wife , Christina ( rown) Koch, were born i -_ Germany . 

I n the athew Koch family were eleven children : a ry, Anne , 

Regine, Christine, Helen, Katherine, Andrew, r icholas an ~ John, t wo 

boys Andrew and. Joseph d ied in infancy. 

Andrew went to ·ontana and worked on the range about 1921 and no 

word has been received from him since . All eff orts to loc rit e him have 

fail ed. 

John received some educ a tion in Indiana , but becaus e of sic kne s 

he was unable to at t end school for more than one year . 

In 1871 athew Koch moved his entire f amily to Minnesota, where 

he bought a 1 60 acre far m Enear St . icholas , Luxembur g t ownship, 

Stearns County. 

John, who was fourteen years old at that time, attended a German 

school nea r St. r ichola s, taught by Thea ore Bauder. This school 

he attended _for only a feP mo·nths. 

In 1 883 John Koch was marr ied t o a therine Lehman , born April 19 , 

18S2 nea r Jaco bs Prairie . Her parents, John and Lucy Lehman , were 

both born in Prussia, Germany , coming t o t his count ry at an early 

da..t e. Af ter the death of Jo nn Lehman , Luc11 Lehman married Anton 

Labonda. 

Af t er the marriage of John and Katherine (Lehman) Koch , t he young 

couple bought an 80 acre f a.r m in Luxembur g t own~ ... hip near St . Nicholas . 

John p~t up a f r ame house and a lo g ba rn, he re t hey lived unt il 1935, 

the year o f Ka her i ne (Lehman) Koch 's de t h . 
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To John and Katherine (Lehman) Koch were born seven ch ildren: Lucy 

( rs. FranK Weber) living in Dillwarth, innesota. Christine ( rs. 

Leo Langren) living in r orth Dakota. Agne living i n Fargo, orth 

Dakota. Helen ( ,rs. icholas Grassman) living in t. Cloud, . innesota. 

Ed,1ard of Dassel, innesota. Leo living on a f rm near inneapolis, 

· innesota. Andre of vayzata, innesota. There are fifteen grand 

children and one great grand child. 

John Koch is no living in t he St. Rapheals Home for the a ed. 

Interviewed: John Koch 
Date : . No vember 4, 1936 
By : Virgil Chirhart 

Publicaticn Granted. 
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Enumer a ted on June 18 , 1860 -- by c. Gr and.el meyer 

r os t Off ice-- Cl inton 

Page No. 41 

John tamann (Lehman) Age 32 

Sex ale 

occupation Far mer 

iirth Place Prussia 

Lucy Lehman Age 23 

Sex Female 

Birth Place Pr uss i a 

Anna Lehman Age 2 

Sex emale 

Birth Place i nne sota 

(L i ving in t he househo l of Anton Labon a) 



FR 1{L THE CE:-sus RE RD OF 1 860 

Enumerated on June 18, 1860-- by C. Grandelmeyer 

Post Off ice- Clinton 

Page o. 41 

Anton Labonda 

ex 

occupation 

Birth Place 

Age 38 

ale 

Caruent er 

Prussia 



OORT HOUSE 

ARRIAGE RECORD BOOK G. PAGE 221 

John Koch and Oatherine Lehman 

arried at St. Nicholas , ovember 7, 1881 

By : Rev. Joe. M. Vill 

i tnesses : John bum n nd ary Koch 



KOCH, JOHN 

Seco nd interview to .f f irm or correct info r m .t ion in bio r nhy 

a comp red to infor m tion a s l isted in the le al records in the St e rn 

County Court House. 

arriage of John Koch nd Catherine L hman on ovember 7, 1881 

is correct as stated in the legal records. 

Reintervie ed: John Koch 
Date: Dec. 1 1937 
By: Tresa Oruber 
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