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KRAEMER, MR, & MBS, GEORGE

The Story of My Grandparents in Minnecota
(Mr. and Mrs. George Kraemer)

In June of the year 1868 my grandmother, then a girl of sixteen, ¢
came to Americe, her only escort being a brother a few years her senior.
At the New York station ghe caught a "mixed" train to Milwaukee (a
"mixed" train is a passenger and freight train combined); from here she
boarded another as far as Hastlings, Minnesots, and took a small steamer
up the Missiselopl River to St. Paul. Another mimed traln brought her
to 8t. Cloud where and uncle of hers resided and with whom she took up
her lodging. Thie uncle owned a hotel knovn as the St. Cloud house.

It was en avallable and desirahle place for her to begin earning the
livelihood she was forced to make; and so this was where she started
to work--inevitably enjoying a home-like atmosphere.

Un évenings in the win?er when the winds howled about the house
and swept over the prairie all around, the lnmates of this particular
hotel sat saround the fire and told stories--stories absolutely true,
but that seem fictitious and romantic to us now. Nevertheless; they
clearly show the wild, fantastic, end even humorous svirit of the time.

Cne of the incildents that made a popular story happened the very
firet time Grandma's uncle drove a mule-train of provisions up to Win-
nepeg by way of Fort Ripley. He and his three comoanions arrived safe-
ly, relieved themselves of their load, and staerted back. They had not
gone far when they were attacked by a band of Indiens. Whipping up
his mules, Grandma's uncle drove at a breakneck speed until the strained
sllence surrounding gave evidence that the Indians had departed, having
done the evil they intended to do. He turned around. On the very seab
beside him, a comuanlon had fallen back dead. Another life lay lifeless

in the Wagon box. The third of the group had been captured together

with his team and vehicle. Judging from the spectacle he saw, one cagn-
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ig doubt the abso1ufe truth of the statement that his hatr had turned
sz‘x%w white during the few minutee of this eventful ride.

Another story Grandma tells which she often heard from the lips
of the 01d lady herself was when this seme lady came across to St.
Cloud in 1851. As the foot-bridge over the Mississippl river was built
but a year before Grandma came, she had to take the ferry across the
river. There were only a few houses end a riciculously small store in
glght so she asked the first man she met where St. Cloud was. He
courteously informed here that she was stadding on the Main street of
it!
. There were a lot of incidents whicn Grandma tells of which exclte
interest and attention, especlally one--the first time the traln came
ecross the lisslissippl to 8t. Cloud which was in 1875. Everybody went
down to see ift, and I think the only reason Grandma remembers go well
is because che became engaged on that very day! Followlng this appear-
ance of the rallroad into St. Cloud, the coming few years saw 1t ex~
tended firet up to lelrose and then on to Sauk Centre.

It was in May that the rallroad came across to St. Cloud, and in
June of 1875 Grandma was marrlied. Before Grandpa's marriage, in 1870
he and some friends took a traln of provisions to Fort Abercrombie.
Evidently there had been a great flood in the vicinity of Alexendria
for the trall was com;letely obliterated. Grandpa and his companions
were in a quandary. How were they to get across? Fortunately for
them, there happened to be an Ipdian camp on the other side of the lake;
and with much gesturing on the pert of the white men, they finally
conveyed to them thelr plight. A few of the Indians came across.the
lake and with assurance and safety led the traln of covered wagons

along the trail which the over-flood of the lake hhd concealed. The
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iﬁ%came in the aftefnoon betwecn 3:30 and 4:00 on a very sultry day
1;'1“ April. Starting in the south-west end of St. Cloud, and staying
on the north side of Lake George 1t went through the rallroad yards,
and across the lMississippl. Gathering more power, it whirled through
the middle of Sauk Rapids and tThen on to Rice where it disappeared
into a fleld beyond. Following this terrible disaster, there were
twenty~one funerals on one day and ever so many dying later on from
fright and injuries. Mother sgys she'd never forget that day, and
Grandma declares she doesn't want to live to see another.

Three years after they saw this cyclone, in 1889, my Grandpar-
ents left S8t. Cloud and went to Fergus Falks. After a sojourn of
two years there without anything "exciting" going on, they moved to
Brandon, liinnesota. Here on the fourth of May, 1892, they exper-
ienced the very unusual occurrence of a heavy snowstorm, piling the
snow from three to four feef high. ©No one could get around for a
day or so, for it delayed everything. Grandpa owned a meab-market,
and He delivered meat to the 1inland towns not accessible to the rail-
roads, twice a week. Evidently they had to do without thils useful
commodity until the snow diceppéared which of course it did very
guickly. Unsatisfied with the obstacles connected with hisg business
in Brandon, they moved to Sauk Centre where.Grandpa died a few years
later, leaving Grandma a widow with one daughter with whom ehe has
lived ever since.

This concludes the story of my Grandparentét lidfe in M}nnesota.

--Anna Robischon.
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