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KRAEMER, MR.' & llKS.' GEORGE 
F ,'/e no._: 0~a3 o 

The Story of My Grandparents in ~unnesota 
(1[r . and Mr s . George Kraemer ) 

\_; 
In June of t he year 1868 my grandmother , t hen a girl of sixte en, c 

came to America , h er only escort be i n a bro ther a Je , years her senior . 

At t he Nev~ York station ahe caught a " ixed" train to Mil x;aukee ( a 

11 mixed 11 train is a nassenger and freight tra i n co bined); from here she 

boarded another as far as Hasting s, .dinnesot ci , and took a sma l l steai'Iler 

un t h e ~ i s sissippi River to St . - aul . Anoth er mi ed train brough t her 

to St . Cloud here ani uncle of hers re sided and 1 ith ~horn she took up 

her lodg ing . This uncle owned a hotel known as the St . Cloud hous e. 

It was 0 n available and de i r ble place for her to begin earning t h e 

1:ivelih ood she ras forced t o maJr e; and so this a.s here sh e started 1 

to ~ork--inev itabl~ enjoying a h ome- lik e atmosphere . 

0n -~venings in t h e win~er 1hen t he v i nds ho vled about the h use 

and O rep t ov er t ~e pr a irie all a r und, t h e inmates of t his particular . 

hotel sat around the fire and told stor ·es--s t ories absolutely t rue; 

but that se em fictitious and romant ic to us now . Nevertheles s , they 

clear ly sho ~ t h e wild , fantastic, and even humorous sp i ri t of th8 time . 

ne O- t he i ncident s tat ade a popular story happ ened t h e _very 

fir t time Grand _a ' s uncl e drove a mule- train of provisions· up to Win­

nepeg by way of Fort Ri p le~r . He and h is thre e comoanions arrived safe­

ly, relieved t hemselves of t heir load , and started back . They had no t 

gone far w~en t hey ~ere a ttacked by a band o_ I ndian s . fui pp ing up 

his mules, Gr an a 's uncle drove at a breakneck speed until t he strained 

silence surroundi ng gave evidenc e t hat t h e Indians had departed , having 

done t h e evil t ey intenued to do . He t urned around . On t h e very seat 

bes i de h i m, a co ~anion had fallen back dead . Another life lay. lifeless 
I 

in the ~,agon box . Th e third of t .. group h ~d b een captured together 

ith h is team and v ehic e . Judg ing from the sp ec tacle he saw, one ca.n-

) 



'r 

not doubt the absolute truth of the statement . that his harr had turned 

snow white, .during t he fe minutes of t his eventf'u.l ride . 

Another story Gr andma tells hich she often heard from the lips 
'. 

of the old l~~f ·herself as when tl'.).is same . l ady came across to St . 
' ' : 

Cloud in 1851. As the foot-bridge over the Mississippi rive~ was built 

but a year before Grandma came, she had to take "the ferry across the · 

riiver . There were only a fer h us 1:;s and a riciculously small store in 

sight so she asked t he first man she met where St . Cloud was . He 

courteously informeu here that she was stadding on the ain street of 

There were a lot of incidents which Grandma tells · of which excite 

inte·rest and .attention, especially one-- t h e first time the train came 
f' 

acres~ the Iviiss1asip i to St . Cloud 1hich was in 1875 . Everybody rept 

down to see it, and I t hink the only reason Gra.nrona remembers eo well 

·is because h e bec ame engag ed on t hat very day ! Fo l lowing this appear­

ance of the r·ailroad in v O St . Gloud, the coming fe years saw it ex­

tended first .up to Melrose and then on to Sauk Centre . 
\ 

It was· in May that the railroad ca~ e acro ss to St . Cloud, and in 

Jun~ of 1875 Grandma was married . Before Grandpa ' s ~arriage, in 1870 

he and some friends took a train of provisions to Fort Ab ercrombie . 

Evidently there had •been a great flood in t he v1c nity of Alexandria 

fort.Le trail 1as com) letely obliterated . Grandpa and his companions 

were in a quandary . Ho ~ were t h ey to g et e,cross? Fortunately for 

them, there ·haopened to be an I~~ian camp on t he other side of t he lake; 

and with much gesturing on the part of the white men, t hey finally 
) 

conveyed to them their pli ht . A few of the Indians came acros~ the 

lake and with assurance and safety led the train of covered wagons 
( 

alo?g the trail rhich the over-:flo od of the lake had concealed. The 





It cam e +n th,e afternoon betwe en 3:30 and 4:00 9n a very ~ultry day · 

in April. Starting in the south-west end of St. Cl'oud, and staying 

6n the north side of Lake George it went through the railroad yaras, 

and across,· the l ississippi. Gathering inore po ,er, it "hirled through 

the middle of Sauk
1
Rapids and t h en on to Rice where it disappeared 

into a . field b yond. Fallo ing t iis t errible disaster, there ere 

t renty-one. funerals on one day and ever so . any dying l a ter on from 

fright and injuries. Mother s~~s shetd never forget t hat day, and 

Grandma decla res sh e doesn't 1ant to live to see another . 

Three years after they saw this cyclone, in 18 9, my Grandpar­

ents left St . Cloud and wen t to Fergus F .l ~s . After a sojourn of 

two. years t bere wi thout anyth ing 11 exci tingU. go l ng on, t hey moved to 

Brandon, _ innesota. Here on the fourth of May, 1892, t h ey exper­

ienced the very unusual occurrence of a heavy snowstorm, piling the 

snow from -three to four f .eet high. No one could get around for a 

day or so, for it delayed everythin ~. Grandpa owned a mean- market, 

and he delivered meat to the inland to .ns not accessible to t h e rail­

roads, tvice a ~eek. Eviden~ly they had to do without t his useful 
~ 

commodity until t he sn~w disanp~ared which of course it did veri 

qui ckly. Unsatisfied with the obstacles connected with his business 

in Brandon, they moved·to Sauk Centre where Grandpa died a few years 

.,, later, leaving Grandma a ddow with one daughter with ,,horn she has 

lived ever ince. 

This concludes t he - story of my Grandparentt imre in Minnesota. 
~ 

- ·-Anna Robischon. 
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