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JEDARL, GUSTAF
" Gugtaf'giijédppljias born in Vermland, Sweden November 37, 1859,
son'ofjchdkiéé'and Lisa (Johnson) Liljedahl, Gusfaf attended public

gchool and at the age of fourteen was "confirmed" or graduated.\ He want-
ed to secure further education but due to the charges and tuition in the
higher forms of education was unable to do so. Being thus disappointed in
his quest of knowledge Gustaf took a job as farm laborer, He followed
this with the exception of one year (which he worked as a Miller's appren-
tice) wntil 1881. 1In that year Gustaf embarked for America to be a
'citizen.of this so called land pf plenty. He arrived in New York and came
directly to Chicago that same year, Gustaf secured his first job as a
painter anﬁ-fhis was his trade from then on, The next year he leff Chicago
and came to Stillwater, Minnesota, Here Gustaf was greeted by bustiing
activity and many progressive business institutions., There were eighteen
sawnills in Stillwater and one manufacturing plant that turned out complete
eleveh railway box cars per day. Gustaf remained in Stillwater four yeﬁré
and it was here he was married to Betty Katherina Gafvert on May 18, 1884.
Gustaf and Betty (Gafvert) Liljedahl were engaged in Swedén and Gustaf

héd preceded her to America to earn some money for her passzage and a start
over here,

Betty Katherina (Gafvert) Liljedahl was born in Vermland, Sweden June
11, 1858, daughter of Anders and Anna (Hjerji) Gafvert,

In 1886 Gustaf and hie bride moved to Seint Cloud, Minnesota, Gustaf
secured a job on the power dam and later cn the Tenth Street Bridge, both
under construction at that time, When this work was finished he accepted
e position as head janitor at the teachers college, then called the Normal
School, This position he held for ten years and at it's termination he

began painting in partnerehip with John Qlson, Together they worked for

various paint contrsctors and then took contract work themselves, After



living Hre Lily E., Hulda M,, Frank E,, lMabel A,, Judlth and Francis
There are four grandchildren,

Guptaf said " When I first came to Saint Cloud there were no homes

on thejﬁaet Side. The only reeson that they built homes over here to

stait‘wath was the Breen Quarry, The employees of this quarry erected !
homes because their w rk was too far from Saint Cloud proper,

Tﬁe original town was suoposed to be where lower town was located,
Eveg:thg Great Northern Railway Company built grades and surveyved the
landtthgré for the railroad, It's a good thing they never laid the
raiis because the town began to grow at it's present location on Saint
Germain Btieet and the railroad would have been rather out of place,"
says ¥r, Liljedahl

'In early S8aint Cloud there were meny manufacturing places startecd
but.none of them have survived, That is one thing I can't understand,
wheﬁ;&fte;iitory like this, with so many resources can never support

andlggvmoté & manufecturing plant."”
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wblic schools of the city, This position he held until
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