
St. Cloud State University St. Cloud State University 

The Repository at St. Cloud State The Repository at St. Cloud State 

WPA Biographic Summaries University Archives 

10-19-1936 

Liljedahl, Gustaf (1859 - ) Liljedahl, Gustaf (1859 - ) 

Dean Nelson 

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Nelson, Dean, "Liljedahl, Gustaf (1859 - )" (1936). WPA Biographic Summaries. 776. 
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/776 

This Interview is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at The Repository at St. Cloud 
State. It has been accepted for inclusion in WPA Biographic Summaries by an authorized administrator of The 
Repository at St. Cloud State. For more information, please contact tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu. 

https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/archives
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F776&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/776?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F776&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu


·. r 
J .: '-' • \! > • '~ ~ V \,, • 

s born in V~rml 1:1,n _ / ;tri:>ve,mb er 27 ," lg 59 ~ · , · '· 
.- s on a! ( J 'ohn~on) Lilj~ ahf. ;.· .·:G1astaf atten ed' publ~c 
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e~li~p . ' ' ,,l{e ':age o f - fourteen was "oorif~r:rheq.H or graduate_ 
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He want-
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--ed to ·sec.1;1.re further e uc a.tion but . due to t ··'e charges and tuition in the 
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·~ '·-:/ l;righ:er· forms of· educ at i on was un.able t o '(do:' slo. 
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r ._; ·•1·h,is,. ,qul'.~$t -of kn.owle ge Gustaf took a Jpl:> ~s~ farm labore.r . : He fol . owed ' 

.. · ;tli'~s '. · ;i'.th the exception of one year (~hloh he worked as a . i ller1 s app3:,ep,.,: · 
... .. ,, ' ; , ?'. 

,· 

t\'t::' _') :~til 1881 . In that year Gu1:rtaf '. emtiarked for America _to be a. 

~,>tt-~en., ci'f~ t ls so called )land pf plenty;•• , He -arrived in e . York and 
' . '\ ' :;~' . ' 

-Guet·af secured his first j o b as a. 
'-

paint 'f: .• . f this was his trade from then on. The next year he. left CQ·iO 1 

ltnd o_a.me to Stillwat·er , inn.esot_a . Here Gustaf was greete by' bust1>1ng 
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activity· ~ d many progressive 1qusiness institutions. T e:r:e w·ere eighte'en: 

sa: mills in t:11wa ter and one manufacturing plant t ha.t -t .urne ·. otit comp~et·e, · .. , 
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eleve·n rail ray box cars per day. Gust a f ~emained in sti11water ,four year~ ,, 
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and · 1 t · as here he was marrie .. to Betty Katherina Gafvert on a,y 18 , 884 .· 

Gusta.f Betty (Oafvert) Liljedahl were engage in -we _en an .Gusta1 

ha .- preceded her to .America t o ea rn some money f or he r pa ssa.ge an 

over .here . 

Bett y Katherina (Gafvert) Liljedah 'was born · in Verml an , 

ll , 1858 , . daug . ter of ~nders an nna .. {Hjerji) Ga~vert . 
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In 1886 Gustaf and his b ride moved to Sa .. int C. oud , i nnesot usta,t ; 
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s ecure a - j__,ob on the power dam and later on t e T·enth Street Bri ge, bo,;th ', ,.·.·. 
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un er construction at tha.t time . Wh en this o r ·k as finished · he 1a.ocepte· 

, a position as hea, Jani tor at the teachers co lege , then called ·the .. orm 

School . This position he hel for ten yea rs 
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began painting in p -rtnership with John ·-~ son. 

nd at it t·s termi 
1

.tion he, . 

Together t ~Y --wox 
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various pa-int cont:ra.ctors and then to-ok contract wox · t em· selv·_e_· s .'" Aft .. , , . . ,e.· 1.:1 .. 
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us a.'f' aga,i , cce;pt·ed· ~· pos ·tion: Js i.j a.nitor a.nd. 
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sch,ooi's of t.he city. l 'rhi8
1 post,t ,to'n .'he held unt: 

< Y.I I( ..-v--

. ;, l · 
,· 1, ?,, 

·,-· . 
Betty (Qafvert·) Liljedahl were born s even{ clfilctren, , 

'
1
x whq ~as killed in action during the Woriii J a:r:. T~e 

J ~ . , - Hulda.· M. , Frank E. , Mabel A. , Jud.i th; and _ Fraric'is 
'' -

· · . our grandchildren. 
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•·;bi " Wh_en I f i rst cam~ to Saint Cloud there were_ no. h_om~s 
,, ' ' I 
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; ,:e. . The only reason that they built , homes over be_re to 
,. s . 1· a~ the Breen Quarry. The employees of this quarry erected 

• I, . 

· se their rk was too far from Sa int' Cloud proper •. 
I' ,'. . . 

:·rginai town was supposed to be where lower twwn was looat·ed. 
\. '\• .. ·, 

1
,~·at . Northern Railway Company built gra.des and surveyed ~~.~ 
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lan . . , e .·~- f ;r t ·he railroad. It's a good thing they never la.id tile 
• '" I '; ,. . . .. , , 

ra 
1aus,e the town began to grow at 1t·1 s · present loc ation on s· int· 
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G~rmai~n Stre~et an 
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the railroad would bailre _been rather out of nlace " 
• .i; ' 
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. ·~rly Saint Cloud the:re were many manufa.cturing pl aces starte c~ 
1' ,_. ,• I 

'·bu:i ·no~e ~o:t .them have survived. Tha t is one thing I can 't understand; 
, ~ • i ' ., 

whe'n ··_~\ t;e~~x~~ory like this, with so many resources c an neve r support 
. '', ~ '' <,., .. ~ ·, ' 

1

~ m~~~fa.cturing plant ." 
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