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MANJJERNAOH, JO~N File No. 

John llan.de·rnach Jr. was born June 29 91857 in Olkland, Prisen, 

Trier, Germany. 

The son of John Mandernach Sr. and Trienveiler Mandernach I s 

_parents · owned a small farm in Germany, and on this they ma.de their 

livelihood. John Sr. and (Trienveiler) Mandernach were the parents of 

four chil dren: Nichol aus, Peter, Catherine and John. 

Tbe children all -attended the Olkland ec.hool in· Germa~y. John 

started school at the age of six and _finished_ when he was f ourteen years 

of age. The government restrictions were very rigid and all children 

had to attend school eight years • 

. John's teacher's name wa.s Kout er, and this was his school master 

a.11 eight_ years t hat he attended. 

After John I s school days he hel.ped his folks with the farm work, 

and worked as a teamster haul ing hay and grain, for o'ther farmers. 

John owned a team of horses and t hey hired him when they had hauling to 

do. 

.John's bro t her Peter was in military training for three years, 

as required by law in Germ~ny. All boy.s of age would _ had to h.ave 

military training. His brother Nicholaus by accident shot one of his 

fingers off while lo ding a gun which was to be used in a. wedding 

celebration. This was the costume then to give the married couple a 

salute. Because, ,of this accident Nicholaus did not have to serve in the 

army. 
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P ge 2 ANDERNAC~ , JOHN 

When Jo n s suppose to · en ist luc .s wit n im , .nd he h ving 

many frien s as al ay s told to go to the end of t h e line and a s only a 
() . 

few wer e ta.k·en out of t h is r nl{/each time. was omitt ed until the roster 

was filled. Due to h is bro ther ' s acci ent John had to help h is parents 

with the.f .rm ork . John's f ther a.a ill and. ied about t h is time. 

In the· ye r 1890 on the 12th of Octob r , J ohn marrie arie 

Kammes . arie (Kammes) n r n oh a.s born in Hi ttengen ries Bi tburgi, 

Germany . This edding took place i n Tri er , Germany 

church . 

t t -e Lorencius 

The attendants a t the ceremony ere ag eline Kammes and 

Pet er Kammes . 

On the 1 8th f Oc t ober 890 , John nd h is ife s a i e for Amerio ~-

T e voy ge ve~y rough t h e c ptain g ve 11 pass _g rs orders to 

s tay belo bec ause t he eeks were a, ash. . The re ere very few nice days 

a nd t he trip was very rough. Aft er eleven d .y s t h ey 1 n de at !: ew Yor~. 

From New York they migrated to Bel 1ng , ichi gan ne: iricam , 

·whe re John s employe on a f rm. ,· Hi s employers name ;v s J cob Kuhn , 

cous i n to Frank Kuhn who live in t h is vicinity. John or ed :~- at this 

loo tion seven years . 

To John n a.rie (Kamme s) n er n ch t hre e chil dr en were born : 

Ca ~erine , g . . eli ne , n Pet er . 

On the 16th of September 1897 John h is · f e ·an . f a mily c me to 

Richmond ,. innesota .• The trip from ·· iricam to Richmon was made with 

sh i p from Gr .nd H ven to · ilwaukee _. Up issis ippi t o St . Paul . From 

here t hey t ook the trai n to St . Cloud . As .-

trai ns no· passenger came to 
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Richmon they ro e in a freight tr in caboose to Richmond • 

. The ·first five years in Richmond John hauled gr in~ the Richmon 

elevatqr. John also· serve on the police force for ne ye r . In t e 

year 1902 Rev . Father Luger E r ens was Pastor of the Rich on Parish . 

The thir of ... ril he s e John to take t e job as j i to r , John 

consente even t hough the· _ ay as v ery small . As tim s ch nged John 

rec eive a raise in sal ry and had held the same job thirty- seven y ars. 

John and his- ife a.re still in -good heal th . One of their da g ters 

aga -eline is a nun and teaches school at G1 adst~ne , . orth Da ota. 

Another daughter n med J oe :i: den orf from Richmond. Jon n wife 

have eighteen gran_dchi .r n . • 

John a.n wife . ave m ny -interesting stories to· relate . The town of 

Trier w a large market place with lovely bui di ngs n seventeen 

C thol ic churchesi 

arie a.ndernach remembers how many times she walke . t he street and 

found it fil le with b ood stain s of people t hat h d been beaten to de th 

for t he ir religion. These people were· all buried un ernea th the 

C .tholic c hurch. 

One of t 1e se Ct olic ch 1rche s had an large ome hich took several 

ye rs to built . · h en it was completed ev,ery time the clock wot.lid strike 

the t elve apostole's would appear. The men t a t built this dome oul 

1 y t h e s t one in the aytime , an · at night would carry up the supply 

for t he follo i ng ay. Qne evening a stranger offered to elJ> , if they 

were bulling a Wirz House, in Engl ish c alled salon. No one answered 

and so he took- a stone and while going up the ladder one man said. this 

is a C tholic church we re buil ing. The man disguste ly let the s one 
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fall and in oing so it landed ·just outside the entrance door. This 

stone turne black and no one was eve'r able to remove it • 

. John and wife have ·many more interesting stories to re at e. Both 

are in · good heal th, and John a t the _age o.f 82 yea.rs is still janitor 
J 

in the St. -Peter and Paul church ofRichmond,. 

Int erviewed: .John andernaoh 
Date: January .IS, l939 
By: Alexander Pallansch 

.Publica-tion Granted 

Interviewed in German. 
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