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CKINLEY, J s JR.· 

James .McKinley , Jr., better kno n s 11 Jim11 was born in D~rling 

townshin , Lanark county , Ont rio , Canad , .on Fe~ruary 24 , 1861 , a son of 

J ames • Senior and J essie (Yull) cKinley. 

The eld.eft J"ame'.S cKinley and his wife , Jessie, ere both bo rn in 

Glasgow , Scotland. During their youth they were brought to Ca nada 

and later ere united in m .r r i ge there . Their eight chi dren were 

11 b;rn nd raised in Canada , they are : illia.m., Duncan , ary( McKin ey) • 

Haines; Jenn ie ( cKinl ey ) An erson; Jessie · (McKinley ) H ight; J ames M .• 

Jr., argaret C,cKinl ey) n pp; and John. \ 

D ing the summer o f 1869 J ames Senior , an hi son , Duncan c .me to 

inneso t . . nd sta ed at Montrose , right county, here t ey orked in 

the woo s ma.king r ilro· d ties . The next spring t hey ere ollo e c 
i nnesot by the r e st of the fa ily. Tr ey ma e ~ontrose t eir h ome 

until 1872 hen they mo ve to e ker county , here J ames , Sen ior , 

purchased a f .rm. 

During the soring of 1 874 , J mes cKinley , Sr . uassed away. Hi s 

de . h occurre on M. .rch 23. He was laid to rest in the cemetery west 

of the town of ananna.h,. 

J e s ie (Yull) cKin ey and her sons took over the burden of run ing 

t h e f rm for a, number of years. 

In 1~ter years, t h e mother nt to live ith her daugnter , ·argaret 

( cKiD.J.,.ey . ·) Knapp , where she died. Burial .s made beside her husb nd , 

J ames Seni or in the ,nannah c emBtery . 

n Jim" cKinley eft home when he was fifteen ye rs old and c me to · 

Paynesvil .e , Ste r n s County , innesota , where e secure a job orking for 
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illiam Haines on hi s farm. . He . sta. ed here until 881 w en he went 

t o Minneapolis to look for ork. He was a dependable young man and 

soon found position ith the ·orthwest Casket Company w ere two 

la..rge buildings were under construction. Jim as a carpenter of 'good 

standing and soo~ bec ame foreman of the _ job. After the com_letion of the 

t o buildings , he stayed · on and orked in the p nt until ·1884. He then 

ret rned to anannah where he was employed in the general store as .a.. 

clerk for a while . . After th t he ent ·back to P ynesvil ere he rked 

in Angus Haines ' general -sto • 

During the summer of 1885, he t ook leave of his du ies s c . rk an 

obtained a job of driving a team for • P • . Clark, who at that time was 

making a trip west to Dead ood , 6uth Dakota ith 

hun red agons carrying supplies and m· chin ry. e 

c aravan of some two 

.s t o rive ore o f 

t e feed teams but later s s i g e to drive tea.m of t hree horses 

and ne .mule hich carrie a lqng load of iron nines. one oft~ e other 

.rivers wanted this p rticular load. On' t he ay , t ey ere to c_ros the 

issd>uri River on a ferry . t Pierre, South D kota. , but h en t · ey ere 

ithin t enty- fi ve mi les of the river, they received r th t the fe~ry 

boat had broken loose n h d gone do n the river. The nearest ferry to 

b~ used was f x orth, located t Bi mark , orth D kota . This made 

t e trip ne xly to bun red miles longer th nit wou d h ve been other­

wise . Upon r 0 aching Bismark, it took thre days to c r oss on the ferry 

ri account of the great number of wagons. Jim purchased 1 arge wooden 

I · ~arrei :fit'ted wltW.; a tight cover for one dollar . He c arried i't on. his 

load of p i pes.. This barrel proved to be very usef~l for later during 



M~ Kil-.Tt_EY, JAMES SR. Page 3 

t heir journey, the carav n wa) without w ~ter or three d ys . Xim ad 

enough w ter in the barrel to take c a.re of the an i ma,ls and hims_ lf . 

Finall y they reached their de stin .tion , Dea.dwood, _South D .kota ; 

an they began a.t once their work of unloading. Soon new buil ings 

ere under construc tion. 

The rate of nay fo~ the journey as eighty-f i ve doll . rs per month 

with expenses p id. N. P. Qlark offered Jim the same wages to work 

for h im. He stayed for a month and then de cided .he ante to go home. 

He rrived home 1 te i n the fall and resume his duties as cl erk in the 

store at __ Paynesvi le . He as W') rking at the job dur i ng the time the 

railroads were built through this pa.rt of the country .nd until the 

time of his marTiage. 

Jim Mc Kinley was unite ~ in marria.ge to Lizzie Hoar , aug t er of . 

D. B. and elissa ( Bryant) Ho -r, on Janu ry 1 , 1889. The edding took 

place in Union Grove to nship. They made t eir home in Py esvill e. 

I n the s pring , lim built , n hone for hi bride in the east e d of r-:. ew 

Pa.yne svil e. They lived. there a. short time. 

During the same snri~g, the wer~ , on one . occasion ret~rning from a 

trip to anannah by the way of the east e d ~f L . ke Koronis when Lizzie 

(Hoar ) McKinley stopned the horses and remarked t o her husband, Jim," 

T ~is is the place ere I woul _ like to l ive the r Pst o f my life ." The 

land is lofated in Section 35 of P yne sville township and is covered with 

a fie growth of whit~ o k timber, it is .bordere on the outh by Lake 

Koronis. 

Aft er r aching t , n , Jim set out to find out who ov.ned this 

particular land. 
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It belo nged to a man n amed Chal mer s and h e was willing to se the 

land for eleven .. . ol. a rs a.n acre . Jim pure a.se t h e n _ and began 

immedi~tely to build the house , bar n , and othe~ buil -i ngs th t ere 

neededJ To da.y mot f t he ti ber ha s b · n Cl eare and t e _ nd is 

u 1 er cultivat ion . 

I t was on this farm t hat Jim nd Li·zzie ( oar) cKinley , raised 

t ei r family . They h _d seven chi r en , who are : Raymond , Gertrude , 

Cecil , i lliam , ri n , Forrest , an Elizabe th,.- The chil r en rec e ived 

their e ucation in t he Brown d i strict school No. 1 62 . L ter they 

. a t tended the Payne sville High Sc h ool. 

R"aymon - c., t he ol est on , as bor n February 9 , 1890. He a s 

mar rie to El a J ohnson Febru ry 25 , 1914. T ey ave fo ur _chil r n , 

wl-io re! Don d ; · Doris, Aileen , an a.rion. They _ ive in i n neapolis 

here R ymond is employed. 

Gertrude • was bo rn August 25 , 1891. She a s mar "ied to C .rl 

Huse on December 22 , 1910. They have to ch i ldren, G endol yn and 

J me s. 

Cecil J. w .s l;)o rn Oc t ober 23 , 1894. On ,,y 27 , 1925, h e as 

marrie t o Alice Ruddaeall. They have thr ee chi dren , who' re : J mes , 

Rodney , nd an inf .nt son • . They 1 ive a.t Sa.ndstone , Minne sota. 

i lliam O. was born August 14 , 189 6 . He 1 ives .ear J ud , orth 

Dakota. 

· ar ion J. · as born Tov ember 3, 1900. She ma-rr ied Carl Hen t r an on 

Dec ember 6 _, 1920 . They have four ch i ldren. 

Forrest J. was born y · 28 , 1902. He 1 i ves i th his fa.t 1er on the 

home farm. 
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Eliz beth G. was born arch 14, 1904. On J .,mmry 1 , 1925 she was 

united in marriage to Robert l?odoll. They have four chi dren . They 

live on a farm near Judd, North Dakota. 

The Christian faith of ·the cKinley f amily is t .t of the Methodi ·st 

Church. They have been faith f ul members an worKers throughout many 

ears~ 

l,izzie (Hoar) McKinley passed away at her home on Ap.ril 2, 1933. 

~ne as laid to r est in the Burr Oak cemetery. 

Jim McKinley is making his home wi th hi s son , · Forrest , o the home 

farm. Forrest was taken over aJ the duties o f run ing the f .rm. 

I ntervie ed: Ja.mes • McKinley 
Date: June 16, 1938 
By: Clarence Chisholm 



MCKINLEY, JAMES JR. 

J amee cKinley, Jr. , better kno\vn s II Jim11 wae born i n Darling 

town hip , Lanark county, Ont ario , Canada , on Fe~ruary 24 , 1861 , a son of 

J ame s • Senior and J essie ( Yul l ) cKinley. 

The elder .James cKinley and his wife , Je ssie, wer e bo th bo rn in 

Glasgow , Sco tland. During the ir youth they ere brought to Can da 

and later were united in m r r i ge there . Their e i ght obi dren ere 

11 bo rn an r i sed i n Canada , they ar e : illiam , Duncan , Mar y( Mc Ki nley ) 

Haine s; Jenn ie (McKinley ) Anderson; Jessie . (McKinley ) Hight ; J ame s M. 

Jr., Karg ret ( ~cKinley ) Knapp; and John. I 

D i ng the summer of 1869 J ame s Senior , an his son , Dunc an c ame to 

in eso t an s ed at Montrose , ri gh t county , here t ey orke in 

the woods maki ng r ilroad ties. The next r i ng t hey ere oll owe 

Mi nneot a by t he r est of the fa mily . They made Montrose t eir h ome 

unt il 1872 when t hey mo ved to e eke r county, where James , Seni or, 

purchased a f rm . 

Duri ng the s pr i ng of 1874 , J mes McKinley , Sr . passed away. His 

de h occurr ed on M rch 23. He was laid to r est in t h e cemetery west 

of the town of anannah. 

Je s ie (Yull) cKinle y and her sons took over the burden of runni ng 

t he f rm for a number o f years. 

n l at er years , t he mother ent to live i th her daugb t er , argaret 

( cKi ey _ ) Knapp , where she died. Burial as made beside her husband , 

J ames Seni or in the nannah c emPtery. 

11 Jim 11 McKinley left home hen he was fifteen year s ol and c me t o 

Paynesvi l e , Stearn s Coun y, inneso ta , whe re he secured a job orki ng fo r 
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William Hai nes on hi s farm . He eta ed here until 1881 hen he went 

to Minneapolis to look for ork. He was a de endable young man and 

soon found position ith the Northwest C sket Company where two 

large buildings were under construction. Jim w s a carpenter of good 

standing nd soon became foreman of the job . After the com~letion of the 

two buildings , he stayed on and worked in the pant until 1884. He then 

re t urned to anannah here he was employed in the general store as a 

clerk for a while . Aft er th the went back to Paynesvil e her e hew rked 

in An e Haines' genera1 et a • 

During the summer of 1885 , he t ook leave of hie duties as cl erk and 

obtained a job of driving a team for • P. 01 rk , who at tha time was 

m king a trip west t o Deadwood , S6uth Dakota with c ar van of some two 

hun red wagons carrying suppl iee and macb i nery. He w s t o rive ore O f 

t e fe ed teams but 1 ter s s i gned to drive a team of t hree horses 

and one mule which carried a long load of iron pipes. -None of the other 

rivers wanted this particular load. On t he ay , t hey ere to c_ros the 

isseuri River on a ferry at Pierre , South D kot a , but hen they ere 

within t enty- five miles of the river , they received rd that the ferry 

boat had broken loose nd ha gone don the river . The nearest ferry to 

be used was f ar orth , loo t ed at Bi m rk , orth D kota . This made 

t he trip ne rly two hundred miles longer t han it ould h ve be n other­

wise . Upon r eaching Bismark , it took thre e days to c r oss on the ferry 

ri account of he great number of wagons . Jim purchased large wooden 

-barrei fi t ted w4t~~ a tight cover for one dollar . He carried it on .hie 

load of pipes . This barrel proved to be very useful for later during 
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t heir jour ey, the c arav n was without w t er or t hree d ys . lim ha 

enough ate r in the barrel to take car e of the anim ls and hims lf . 

Finally t h ey r eached the ir de s t i nat ion, Deadwoo , South D ota ; 

and they began at once their work of unlo ing. Soon new bui ings 

ere u er construc t ion. 

The rate of pay for t he journey s eighty-f ive dol l rs per month 

wi th expense s pa id. N. P. 01 rk off ered Jim the same ages to work 

for him. He stayed for a month and t h en decided he wante to go home. 

He r r ived home 1 t e in the fal l and resume his dut ies a cl erk in the 

store at _Paynesvi e . He as w~rking at t he job during t h e time the 

railroads were built through t h is part of the country nd until the 

time of his marr iage . 

Jim Mc Kinl ey was united in marria e to Lizzie Hoar, au t er of 

D. B. and Melis a ( Bryant) Ho r, on January 1, 1889 . The wed ing took 

place in Union Grove town hip. They made t eir home in Payne svil e. 

I n t he s oring , ,Um built ne home f or h i s bride in the e st end of New 

Paynesvil e. They lived there a short t ime. 

During the sa.me epri:g.g , the wer·e, on one ceca ion ret~ni ng from a 

trip to anannah by the way of the east end ef L Ke Koronis when Lizzie 

(Hoar ) cKinley stopped t he horses and rema rked o h er husband, Jim," 

This is the place ere I woul c;i li ke t o live t h e r "" st of my life ." The 

l and is lolated in Section 35 of Pa nesvill e t ownship and is covere 1th 

a fi ne growt h of whit e o k t imber , it is bordere on the outh by L ke 

Koronis. 

Aft er r eaching t qwn , Jim set out to fi nd out whoo ed this 

particular land. . 
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I t belonged to a man named Chalmers and he was will i ng to sell the 

land fo r eleven dollars an acre~ Jim purchased t h e l and and began 

immediat ely to build the house , bar n , and other bui ldi ngs that were 

neededJ To day most o f t he t i mber ha s been clear ed and the land i s 

under cultivat ion. 

I t was on this f arm t ha t Jim and Li zzie (Hoar ) McKinley , r aised 

their family. They had seven childr en , who are : Raymond , Gertrude , 

Cec i l, Wil liam, Mar ian, For rest, a nd Elizabeth . The childr en r ece i ved 

their educati on i n t he Brown di strict school No . 162. Later they 

a t teuded the Paynesville High Sch ool . 

Raymond c., the oldest son , was bor n Febr uary 9 , 1890. He was 

married to Ella J ohnson Febr uary 25 , 191 4. 

w~o are : Donald; · Doris , Aileen , andMa rion. 

where Raymond is employed. 

They have four . childr en , 

They l ive in Mi nneapolis 

Gertrude M. was bo r n August 25 , 1891. She was mar ried to Carl 

Huske on December 22 , 1910 . They have two children , Gwendolyn and 

J ames. 

Cecil J. was born Oc t ober 23 , 1894. On May 27 , 1925 , he wa s 

marr ied t o Alice Rudda sall . They have thr ee childr en , who ar e : J ame s , 

Ro dney , and an i nf ant son. They 1 ive a.t Sands tone , Mi nnesota. 

Wi lliam o. was born August 14 , 1896. He l ives near J udd , Nor th 

Dakota. 

Marion J . was born November 3 , 1900. She marr ied Carl Henst ran on 

Dec ember s , 1920 . They have four children. 

Forr e s t J. was born May 28 , 1902. He lives wi th h is father on the 

home farm. 
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Elizabeth G. was born Mar ch 14 , 1904. On J anua ry 1 , 1925 she was 

uni ted i n marriage to Robert Rodoll. They have four ch i l dren. They 

live on a farm near Judd , North Dakota. 

The Christian faith of the Mc Kinley f amily is t ha t o f the Methodi st 

Church . They have been faith f ul members and wor kers throughout many 

years. 

liiz zi e (Hoar) McKinley passed away at her home on April 2 , 1933. 

She was laid to r est i n the Bur r Oak cemetery. 

Jim McKinley i s maki ng his home with h is son , Forre st , on the home 

far m. Forrest nas taken over aJ l the duties of r unn i ng the farm. 

I nterviewed: J ames M. McKinley 
Date : J une 16 , 1938 
By: Ol ar enc e Chi sholm 


	McKinley, James, Sr. (1861 - )
	Recommended Citation

	10325_001
	10325_002
	10325_003
	10325_004
	10325_005
	10325_web
	10325_001
	10325_002
	10325_003
	10325_004
	10325_005


