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- 140:M:ANUS(MC ~AL .y ) FILE NO. B'-f17 

Margaret (Mc Tally) Manus was born i n Ba.rhe ad , Scotland, Jan. I, 1854 

daughter of Joseph and . ary Ann( Quinn) c a.lly . 

Joseph and ary Ann ( uinn _cNally were both A, atives of Barhe ad , Scotland 

and during this in erview the origi nal marriage certi f icate was brought 

to view and read as follows: 

Joseph Mo Na.lly united in holy bonds of Matrimony to Mary Ann Q.ui nn, 

St. John's Church , Barhe ad , Scotland. 

Witnesses : 
Alen Nellie 
John Sheedy 
-·ary Ann Farley 

January 7 ,1851 

Thomas Calvin- priest 

In the year of 1854 John Mc Nally b~ought his family to United States 

and settled in innesota. He enlisted in the standing army and was sent 

to Fort Ridgley. During the p eriod of service in the Army there were 

no outbreaks with the Ind i ans nor disturbances. They seemed quite 

friendly and were good friends of the c Nal l y family. It was also 

during their period of army service that John purchased a farm nea.r Fort 

Ridgley fro m a ha.lf breed I nd ian. This was a forethought to his release 

from the army a.nd when Ire received his disc harge he occupi ed this land 

and opened it for cultiva.tion. 

In the year 1861 wh en the news re ched dinnesota. cone-.:erning the enlisting 

a.nd possib ili t ies of war , Joh c Nal l y enlisted again an was sent to 

the 2nd Minnesota Infan ry. Being an experienced sol dier he . as i mmediate 

ly promo t ed. to drill sarge ant and st arted tra i n i ng recruits. When the 

war was officiall y under way he went with h is regiment and t h e f irst 

engagement was fought at 1111 s Spr i nge ,3 Kentucky . 

Note" ( From this point we will rel at e in ~argaret (McNal y) Mc anus 

own wor~s the stor v of her most exc iting and grewsome t al es of her girlhood. 
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then father left for the war my mother, one brother Peter and a hir ed 

ma.n s i xty ears ol were left to take c are a n watch the fa.rm an home . 

This was a very dangerous undertaking becasue we never Kne 

I ndians would turn hostile and attack us." 

hen the 

" One mornin~ in the year 1862 I was riding my horse ,( I always had a 

pony ) I roe t o the Fort t ice a week fo r our ~a il) to the fort. Along 

my route I al ays stopped at one of our neighbors to have lunch an c arry 

any news that might be of i nterest in these exciting t i es. The neighbors 

ere exci t ed and told me I should ride home i mmed iately and tell my mother 

to pack al 1 our necessary b elonging s and leave for St . Peter because the 

Indi ans were c ming and were hostile . hey had rumored at c aptur i ng the 

commis sary at the fort . I proceeded to the Fort a.nd received the sa.me 

news . On the way back home I was very excited and just a I entered the 

dense a la.mu of brush ani Indian stepped out . He Wa.s all paint ed up. 

a.nd a very horribl e s i ght/ Th i s only added to my fright and then I re­

member the oldiers saying that when the I nd i ans over painted it meant 

war. The I nd i an gr abbed t h e bri "le of my pon and I a.eked h i m hy h e a.~ 

painted up. He sa.id, t, a.11 palefaces must 
0

die." Go tell your mother that" . 

Wi th t h is w r .ing he release . t he bridle and disapoeared aR quic kl y as 

he had emer ged. I rode as fast a.s nossible toward home , fri ght lending 

me wings: as I rode i nto the ard one o f the ne i ghbors c ame running over 

the knoll and shouted" Hurry up an leave, the Indians have ready 

star ted t e i r ma ssacre. n We could he r sc ream fro m d i stant homes and our 

hired man go t so excited he as unable t o help a t all . Jl y mother harne ssed 

the horses a.nd h i t ch ed them to the agon. We all jumned. i n and st a rted 

alfter the ·· netghbors. After h a ving gone some d i 8t ance fro m the house moth er 

happened t o think of the poor l ivestock an dec i ded the sh.01Jld be et 

loose . I t uld be cruel t ]te:a,'Ve ithem i n the barn i f it would catch 

f ire s o she sneaked back through the woods . Several I n ians were 

already i n the house and she ,iuietly slipped i n to the barn ,.nd untied 
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the stock. Lea.ving the door open she again slipped i nto the oods 

unseen and back to the wagon. .Ve then drove on to tp.e fo rt as fa,st 

as possible feeling better for her ki n ly act . Every hquse we 
-Jt+r 

passed wa deserted and I guess welt. the la.st ones to leave . e fina.lly 

came within sight of so me of the other a.gons and we drove like mad 

until midn ite. We were then near Lafayette so everyone stopped at this 

village and secured what sleep was poss ible. The next day every one 

decide it was probably a mereind i a. sc are, hioh was not uncommon in 

these days . With the rising of the sun everybody ' s c our~1ge seemed to 

also ris e so we decided to go back home . Arriving at a · r. Albright 1 s 

home t r ey ere r avenou~ly hungry so decided to eat lunch there . Just 

as lunch as set upon the table a scout c ame runn ing an excl i med" 

Go for your lives . The Indian a.re c 0mi ng fast . n Our only chanate 

was tog to ew Ulm and it was everyone for themse ves. Mother umped 

us i nto t he wagon and we al I started a fast as we c uld . Everything 

as fine until we c am e to a river , then c ame a question as to how to get 

across. I t was too deep to _ ford so we had to s ... e ~d precious mL1[1 · ·t .es 

m king rafts for the wagons t float across while the ho rses swam and 

pulled them . When the last agon was on the other bank the I ndi ans 

appeared on the one we had just left . We whipped the ho r es to more 

soeed until they were a.t their l i mit . The Indicrns followed us very 

closely almost too close at ti•mes l!Uitil.we :reached the town of New Ulm . 

Here they had to re tre t because the sold iers( i\hat fe there re ere 

at the outskirts and op-ened fire . The ro men and chil dren were imme i a.te 

ly put i nt o t h e basement of the Gross H0 tel and the men went out to 

fight . The battle must hAve w ged f iercel r because i t as just a. c n-

tinuous war whoop and scream. As the f i ghting grew fiercer some of the 

omen (i cluing my other) took mu~kets an . found some hole to Ahoot 

throuf!h. Other romen were busy ma.k i ng bullets and caring for tbe 

wounded. In the mo r ning as soon as it was light we all looked out to see 
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if there were many dead. .At the same mo·. t we saw hat looked like 

soldiers coming over a. hill , one man H shout ed~" Here comes re­

in f orc ements" . He ran out .o meet them only to be shot down by 

the rei nf r oe ment. Tbey were Indians dressed up i n wh i te men ' s 

Clothes. They thought they could gain ent rance to the city this 

way. One far mer later on in . the dav managed to get out to his 

farm an get his children. . One was found · dea 8.nd the tbe r a. 1 1 t tl e 

girl was scalped. The farmer b~ought the little girl back and mother 

took c .. re of her . About noon a priest by the na.me of F ther Sumreitzen 

came and told uR to a]J go to the Dakota. House bee ~use it was a stone 

building and much safe_r than the ne we were in . The 1 i ttle girl that 

was scalped sc reamed loudly not to leave her here at the mercy of the 

I ndians and so e consoled her as much as possible say that anywhere 

we went she ould go too. 

That afternoon a man c alled Jerr yQuan ( a friend of mother ' s ) asked us 

to go to St . Peter wi th him. He t hought it would be Rafe to go a.s there 

seemed to be no I ndians left . Mother re f used saying she was sure 

they were still hiding in the ~oods so Jerry st arted out . He bare y 

reachedt _e out skirt s of the ~llage and he was capt ured and the In ians 

cut off his h ead and turned around on his body . At this time e went 

out and looked the battle fiield over and saw many dead , both white 

and red men . The white men were mostly sc alped and left as a horrifying 

sight lo ng to be remembered. Jerry Quan 1 a remai ns were later recovered 

a.nd buried under the sidewalk in fmamt of the hotel . Late that after­

noon in rece i ving word that the militia' ere coming a.nd everyo e was 

overjoyed , but not to the extent of c arelessness. When they a.rrived 

the I ndians e nt irely and finally decided to take several barrels of 

whiskey fro m the store a.nd poison this and then give it t o t h e Indians . 

Thus the stage was all set for a mass murder , but the Indians refused 

to drink any. 
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During the meant i me we .: ·were almost starved not h r=t ving eaten for about 

fourty- eight h ours . I think everyone would have killed themselves , ea.t­

ing if the sold iers hadn ' t kept strict surveillance over us a.11 . tr{e were 

only allowed a little beef tea. and crackers and a few ounces of water . 

Then c a,me the long march back t o St . Peter . 

and supplies gone we had to walk this distance , occasionally munch­

ing a soda cracker hen our bodies were crying ou for a he Rvier 

form of nourishment . 

From St . Peter we returned to the farm and again b egan the tedious 

work of findin g or buying new stock and nrepa ring for winter. Tha.t 

wint er my mother went south to visit my father and Peter my bro t her 

and I with the hired .man kept he f arm going. Me were all very nervous 

and fearful , a.nd can never· forget those eventful, terrifying and 

horrible days of right is might when the Indians were concerned . 11 

J()hn Mc Manus was born in Richlan , disconsin Jan . 20 , 1852 son of John 

and Jane(Colston) c ianus . John and Ja.ne c Manus were native of 

La.ncester, En ~la.nd and c a. me t o Alp,_ ... rica about 1851 . They settled 

in Wisconsin and lat er moved to Kandiyohi County , Minne8) ta . Kary Jahe. 

Mc Manus Botzen and Hel.en.-n Louise (Mc anus) Franke . There are 

seven grandchildren and two gr eat granchildren . ·argaret Mc Manus 

and brother ( Peter) is still living in ;A inneapolis , innesota. 

J ohn Mc Manus and Marg. · Mc Nally ha.d five other chil ren which are 

Edward , William , Lawrence, and two decea.sed , by sides ary Jane and 

Helen Louise who .are married. Her sons are employed b. the Northern 

St ates Power Co . In later years the Mc anus family resided in St . 

01oud a.nd Marga ret · c Manus is still 1 iving. 

Inter : _ rs . .argaret ·Mc N .17 y Mc Manus 
Inter by: Dean Nelson 

publication g ranted 



- MCMANUS(MC NAL ,y ) ARGARET IL E NO. B-f17 

Margaret (Mc Nally) Manus was born i n B , rbe d , Scotland , Jan . 1, 1854 

daughter of Joseph and ary Ann(Quinn) Mo ally . 

Joseph and ary Ann ( uinn c Nally were both . atives of B rhe ad , Sootl nd 

and durin this in erview the ori gi nal marriage certi f icate wa b~au ht 

to view and read as follows: 

Joseph Mc Nally united in holy bonds of Matr i mony to Mary Ann Quinn , 

St. John's Church , Barbe a, Scotland. 

Witnesses: 
Alen Nell ie 
John Sheedy 
ary Ann Farley 

J anuary 7 ,18 51 

Thomas Calvin- priest 

In the year of 1854 John Mc Nally b~ought his family to Unit ed States 

and settled in i nneeota . He enlisted in the standing army and was sent 

to Fort Ridgley. During the period of service in the Army there were 

no outbreaks with the I n ians nor disturbances. They seemed quit e 

friendly and were good f riends of the c Nal l y family . It wa also 

during their period of army service that John purchased a farm near Fort 

Rigley from a half breed I nd ian. Thi wa a forethought to bis release 

from the army an hen ~e received hi~ disc harge he occupi ed thi 1 nd 

and opened it for cultivation. 

In the year 1861 wh en the news re ched i nnesota con~erning the enlisting 

and possibili ies of war , Joh c Nal l y enl i~ted aga i and as ent to 

the 2nd i nnesota I nfan t ry . Being an experienced sol ier he as immediate 

ly pr omo t ed to drill sargeant and st arted tra i n ing recruits. Wben the 

war wa officially under way he went with h is re giment an t h e f irst 

engagement was fou ht at ill s Spri ngl:1 Kentucky . 

Note"( From this point we will relete i n argaret ( McNal y) Mc anus 

own wor s t be storv of her mot exc iting and grewsome ta e f her girlh od. 
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i'fuen father l eft for the war my mother, one bro ther Peter and a hired 

man sixty year s ol d were left to take c are and watch the farm and home . 

This was a very dangerous undert aki ng becasue we never knew when the 

Indi ans would turn hostile and at t ack us . " 

11 One mor n i ng in the year 1 862 I was riding my horse , ( I always bad a 

pony ) I ro de t o the Fort twice a week fo r our Mail) to t he Fort. Along 

my r oute I always stopped at one of our ne i ghbors to have lunch and carry 

any new s that migh t be of i nterest in these exciting t i mes . The ne i ghbors 

were excited and told me I should ride home i mmed i ately and tell my mother 

to pack all our necessar y belongi ngs and leave for St . Peter because the 

I ndians were coming and were host ile . They had rumored at capturing the 

commi ssary at t he fort . I pr oceeded to the Fort and rec eived t he same 

news. On the way back home I was very exc ited and j us t a s I entered the 

dense clamo of brush ani't Indi an stepped out . He~s all pa i nted up 

and a very horri bl e s i ght/ Th i s only added t o my fright and then I re­

member t he sol di ers saying that when the I nd i ans over pa int ed i t meant 

war . The I ndi an grabbed the bridle of my pony and ! a sked him why he was 

painted up. He said," all palefaces must ·di e . " Go tell your mo ther tha t". 

Wi th t h is warning he rel eased t he bridle and disappea red as quickly as 

he had emer ged. I rode as fast as possible toward home , fri ght lending 

me wings: as I r ode i nto the yard one of the ne i ghbors c ame running over 

the knoll and shouted" Hurry up and leave , the Ind i ans have Rl ready 

sta rted the i r ma s sacre." We could hea r screams fro m d i stan t homes and our 

hired man go t so exc ited he was unable t 0 hel p a t all . My mother harnessed 

the horses and h i t ched them to the wagon. We all jumped i n and stAr t ed 

a~ter the -nei ghbors . After ha ving gone 8ome d i ~t ance from the house mo t h er 

happened t o think of the poo r livestock and dec i ded they should be let 

loose. I t would be cruel t o Jr,ea;ve ithem in the barn i f it would catch 

f i re so she sneaked back through t he woods. Several I nd i ans were 

already i n the house and she ouietly slipped i nto the barn Rnd unt i ed 



, page 3 
the stock. Leav ing the door open she again linped i nt o the cods 

unseen and back t o the wagon. Ve then drove on t o the fort a s f a,st 

a po ssible feeling better for her ki ndly act • Every house we 
.;~ 

passed was deserted and I gue s we:rt the last one to leave . e fi nally 

c ame ithin s i ht of so me of t he other agons an we drove like mad 

unti mi dn ite. e were t hen near Lafayette so everyone s top ed at t b i 

vil1~ e and secured hat sleep was no sible . he next ay every on e 

deci ded it was probably a mere.Ind i ~c re , hich wa not unco mmon i n 

these d ys . t i h the rising of the sun everybody ' s courage eemed to 

al o ri se so we decided to o back b me . Arriving at a Mr . Albright ' s 

home t ey ere r avenous v hungry so decided to eat lunch the re . Just 

as lunch as eet upon t he tab e a scout c e runn ing an e cl i med 11 

Go for your 1 ives . The I n ian are c 0mi ng fast . 11 Our only cban<1e 

was t o o to New Ulm an it was everyone fo r themselves. othe r dumped 

us 1 nto t he wagon and we al I started a fast a we c oul • Everything 

as f i ne until we Cnm e to a river , then c ame a ques t ion as to bow t o get 

across . It was too deeo to fo rd so e had t o sue d precious mi,miltes· 

makin raft fo r t e V go ne t o flo at cross whil e t he ho rses swam and 

pulled t hem . When the lr1.st gon a on the o her bank the I n i ans 

appeared on the one we had just left . We wh i pned the horse to mo re 

soeed until they were at their i mit . The Indians followed us very 

clo ely al most too close a t ttmes until.we reached the t own of New Ulm. 

Here they h8d t o re tre t bec aus e the old iers{ hat f e here ere} ere 

at t he ou skirts and open ed f ire . Th e omen and ch i ld ren were i me i a te 

ly put i n o t he basement of tbe Gross H t el n the men ent out to 

fi gh t . Tbe battle must hnve 

ti nuous ar hoop and c re am . 

ed f iercel becau e i t as just C n-

As the f i ghtin grew fiercer s me o the 

omen ( inclu i ng my mo her) t ook mu kets an fo und ome hole to hoot 

trough . Other omen were busy mak i ng bullets and c a rint for be 

wounded . In the mo r nin a soon a s it wa l i ght we al looked out to see 
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if there were many dead. At the ame ~nT . we aw hat l ooked like 

soldiers c oming over a hill , one man II shoutec!e 11 Here comes re­

in f orc ements" . He r an out o meet t hem only to be ho down by 

the rei nf r oe ment. They were Indians dressed up i n white men ' s 

Clothes. They thou~ht they could gain en r nee to the city bis 

way. One far mer 1 ter on i n . the day managed t get 0ut to h ie 

f rm and get h is chil dren. One was f ound dead nnd t _e her l it le 

girl was sc alned. Te f armer bmought the l ittle gi rl back an mo her 

took c .re of her . About noo a nri est by the name of F ther Sumrei t zen 

c me and told us to all go to the D kota Ho u e bee use it was a stone 

buil i ng and much safer than the ne e ere in . The l it t le girl that 

as scalped creamed lou ly not to leave her here at the mercy of the 

lndi ne and so econ oled her as much as possible say that anywhere 

we went he would go to o. 

That aft ernoon a man c lled Jerr yQuan{ a friend of mother ' s ) a s ked us 

to go to St . Peter with him. He t ought it uld be , afe to o a there 

seemed to be no In i ans left . 

t hey ere st il l hiding in the 

Mo t her re f used say i ng she was ure 

cods so Jerry st 8rted out . He barel y 

reachedthe out skirts of the village and he was cap .ured nd t h e In i ans 

cut of f his h ead and t urned around on h is bo y . At thi time we went 

out a nd looked the battle field over an saw many de a, both b ite 

and red men . The white men were mostly sc alped an left as a horrifyin 

si ght lo ng to be remembered. Jerry Quan ' 11 remai ns wer e later recovered 

an bur ied under the idewalk i n :f~ont of the hotel . Lat e that after­

noon i n receiving word that the militia ere c oming and everyo e wa 

overjoyed , but not to the extent of c relessness . Wh en they a.rrived 

the I n ianA en ire1y and finally decided to take everal barrels of 

whiskey from the store a nd poison this and then give it t t e In ians . 

Thus the eta,ge wa all s e t for a mass murder , but the Ina i ans re fused 

to drink any. 
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Duri n the mean i me we · were almost s t arved not hRvin eat en for ab0ut 

f urty-eight hnurs . I t h i nk everyone would have killed themselves , eat­

ing if t h e sol ier hadn ' t kept stric t surveil lance over us all . We were 

only allowed a lit t le beef tea a_nd cra.ckers and a few ounces of water . 

Then came the long march back t o St . Pet er. With all our o~--a·e 8 

and supplies gone we had t o walk this distance, occasion lly munch­

ing a so da crac ker when our bodies were cryi ng ou for a heAvier 

for m of nourishment . 

Fro m St. Pe t er we re t urned t o the farm an d gai n b ga.n the ted i ous 

work of fi nd i ng or buying new stock nd pr ep rin for wi nt er. Th at 

wi nt er my mo~her went south t o visit my father and Peter my bro her 

and I wi t h t he h ired man keot t he f r m going. fe ere all very nervous 

an fearful , and can never · forget those eventful, terrif ing and 

horrible days of right is might when the I ndians were concerned." 

John McManus was born in Richl an , Wi cons in Jan. 20, 1852 son of John 

and J n e(Col s ton) c anus . John and Jane c Manus were nat ive of 

Lanoest er~ Engl nd and c ame t A!Jl rica about 1851. They settled 

in isconsin an l a er moved t n Kand iyohi County , Minnea, ta. !lary Jah.e. 

Mo Manus Botzen and Belen~ Louise (Mc Ma nus) Fr nke . There are 

s even gr andchildren an d two gr eat gr anch ildren . argaret Mc Manus 

and brother (Peter ) is stil l living in i nneapolis , inne ota. 

John Mc Manus and Mar g. Mc Nally had five ot her chil r en wh ich are 

Edwar d , William, Lawrence, and two deceased , by sides ary Jane and 

Helen Louise who are married . Ber sons are em ployed b . the Northern 

Stat es Pow•r Co. In later years the Mc anus f mi y resided i n St. 

Cloud and Margaret c Manus is still l ivi ng. 

Inter: Mr s . a rgaret · c 
I nter by : De an Nelson 

public at i on g ranted 

1 y Mc Manus 
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