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' IHE~IC!{; THIAS File No . S-R:zK 
athias ihelich, a native of Austria, came to America where he be­

came interested in the great granite industry of Saint Cloud, Stearns 

Oounty , Minnesota . athias ihelich was born in Noshach , Austria on 

sentember 17, 1875 , a son of John and Apolonia ihelich. 

athias ihelich received his childhood eduction in the country 

school of Austria, which he attended from the time he was six years 

old until he was seventeen. Mathias started to le rn the c arpenter and 

the stone cutting trade hich he accomplished in three years an he is 

a master craftsman today. 

At the age of twenty Mathias ihelich was compelled to serve in 
the Austrian Army for three years in Regiment #17 . He recalls Frans 

Ferdinan , a superior officer in the same company who was kille in 

l ater years before _the start of the world war while he was on an in­

spection tour. After completing his service in the army v ~.thias ihel.ich 

worked at the stonecutter trade in Austria for about three years . 
·1 . 

I n 1901 , when he was twenty- six yea.rs old , he came to America on 

the stea.m ship , Zelland , ·which took twelve day s before he rrived in 

ew York. From New Yor .. ,athi -S i helich came directly to Saint Cloud , 

innesota an worked for an old friend , Frank Stegnar of Sa.int 'V endel, 

i nnesota the first year. I n 1902 he work ed a.t some carpenter wor.K 

throughout Stearns County , at times he was in Saint Joseph and later in 

auk Centre , then to Long Prairie , -inne""'ota where he remained a.bout 

five yea.rs. He then returned to Saint Clou , where a thi s ihelich was 

engage - in the ~-onumental Stone busine es and i follo iing t ... e s me bus­

iness today. 

Frank ibelich, a brother , is in t he ,-onuraental stone business in 

Saint Cloud. He came to America in 1912 . 

J acob, is Jiving in Austria; J oseph , was k i lled in s .. ction during the 

orl ar; John, dzed in Austria in 1873; John, another _brother , d ied 
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in Austria in 1885; ; Thre.ssa nd Feronica ihelich re _living ' irt Austria. 

Four other sisters have ied, Francisca., in 1890 , ,..ry in 1879, Ca.theririe, 

in 1891, Helen , d ied in 1893, all of whom have been buried i~ Austria. 

John an Apolonia ihelich, father n . mother of athias, ho oper­

ated a small f a rm in Austri h ve no passed away. John ihelich died 

December 21, 1935 at the age of eighty-four, .nd Apolon ia. ihelich ied 

October 15, 1914 at the age of s ixty-two. Both parents ·ere burie in 

Bresje, Austria. 

I nterviewed: athias i helich 
Date: September 28 , 1936 
By: • P. Kruch ten 
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