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I LLER , C THARI NE ~ ARY (LEY) Fi le No • .fi.::E,7 
Catharine ""ary Ley was born January i7 , 1847 in Wisconsin. Her 

par~nts moved to Saint ~artin hen. she was about eight years of ~e . 

She lived at Sa.int artin eleven years when she m rried and came to 

Sauk Centre . men the Ley fami'ly moved from , isconsin there were t h ree 

buildings in Saint Cloud. There were three families who came with 

ther~ stock and household goods , by ox tea , ith the Leys , and settled 

near Saint artin. 

Catharine ary Ley was married at Saint artin February 21 , 1866 to 

tony i ller. 

Antony iller was born ~ave ber 28 , 1835 at Boos , Co llenz Gernany . 

He ca e to America in 1856 settling on a homestea.. . in au1 auna , ·iscon­

sin. In 1863. he came · to Sauk Centre and took a ho,nestead in Getty 

township on hich he lived fi.fty yecrs . A.'Y),tony iller s the first 

man of c atholic faith t t ~e up h is resi ence int~ is vicinity . He 

helped build all three German Catholic Churches and the paroc ial schools . 

fuen Antony iJ ler was a young man he .. rove a stage coach r wn by 

oxen from coast to coast • 

. I n 1911 he owned five hundred nd eighty acres of land which he 

d ivided among his three sons , Peter J . , Joseph • , anr~ Henry o. He re­

tired fro farning and oved into au r Centre w _ere he ied June 22 , 1918 . 

Antony and Catharine ary (Ley) _i ller had ten ch i ~re : · Peter J . w s 

born December 5 , 1867; a ry w s born arch ·1 , 1869 . She married Benjam­

in Deters and lives in est Union , innesota; John • wa~ born arch 

27 , 1871 and lives on f rm near West Union; ettie K. .s bo rn July 

B, 1873 an ied June 6 , 1877 ; Catharine was born July 4 , 1875. She 

marrie Jacob P. Ortn an, lives in J inn eanol is; Jose·oh was born Dece 

ber 8 , 1879 and lives on a farm in Getty township; Henry C. w orn 

August 27 , 1882 and farms near Sauk Centre ; George w s born rfo vember 13 , 
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1885 a d lives at Ela.ck Duck , innesota.; Anna was born ovember 8 , 1888 . 

She arried Joe ruchten and ~ives at Luxenburg, innesota . There are 

thirty-six gr.endchil ren and forty-five gre t grandch ildren. 

In 1866, hen Catharine (Ley) · iller arrive in Sauk Oentre the 

city boaste • three buildings outside the 0 tock~de , a hotel, a nublic 

hall an one resi dence. Her sister ,· r • Capser had 

stockade . Calkman ownea the hotel . 

store inside the 

When the · i llers started f r 1ing t hey had an ox team, a, plow, a 

drag , and a wagon . Their main crop 1J a whe'"'t an if they idn 1t ge t 

thirty- five or forty bushels to the ere they thought t ey h .. crop 

failure . They also raised some oats an ·barley. 

The .social a c tiviti es centered around the church in t h e e rly 

days rith few house p rties during the holidays. But as rs . i ller 

s ys , 11 , en you a e ~ 11 the c lothing , by h d , for ten c"" i l ren you 

havenJt t11uch t ime to go visiting. " 

During those first years at Sauk Centre t he Catholics met at the 

i ller home for church services. The neare t church was t ew unich 

about eighteen i les dist nt . 

C&.tharine i ll er akes her ho e i th her son , Henry C. , on the 

original il le r ho mest ea . nd lthough she i bed- ri _en he t h ihks she 

i s fortunate indeed co ared ·to some of here r y .ac ~u.aintances . he 

has a very lert mi n for her n inety years nd is ble to help ~er 0 elf 

for which she is very gra.teful . .. 

Intervie ed : C tharine ~ ry (Ley) . i l ler 
Da.te : October 9 , 1936_ 
By: Dorothy Hansmann 



FROM THE RECORDS I THE STE 

FOR THE OAT ARY (LEY) ILLER BIOGRA HY · 

Date of PJ.ace of 
ame Birth Birth F ther •s a me ge 

1 . Joseph 11:ier ay 9, 1870 Twp, of Getty Joseph iller 

a. Emanuel iller pr . 2.4, 1875 " It ti t1 tf 

3. Christina iller pr . 4, 882 ff " ti ti II 

4. Cb rles iller pr. 20 , 1884 ft H " ti •• 

5 . Baby iller July 20 , 1871 fl " ti nthony ill er J,,.. -

s .• ettie ill er- July 7, 1873 II It u u " 
tie iller July 4, 1 875 11 fl II ti " 

a. B by iller Dec. 6 , 1879 tt II ti " " 
s .· enry · iller ug. 27 , 1882 II '' II " tt 

10.1George il er Oct. 13, 1885 " ff ,, It " • 

11.Anna iller ov a, 1ass ti " II II " 52 

¥other• e a.me As:e Boak Page Line R~ma::ks 

1 . 0 therine Kuzba 5 14 

a. C t herine Kuzba A 187 9 

3. Catherine uzb 491 25 

4. Catherine Kuzba. 599 23 

5. nn Ley 31 6 ele 

6 . Catherine 103 29 

7. 0 t herine A 187 16 

a. Catherine 349 38 le 

9 . Catherine 491 16 

10 . 0 therine B 16 19 

11 . Catherine 40 
B 110 9 
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~nthony iller and C therina Ley 

arried at St • . rtin, February 21, 1867 

By: Rev. P. Cornelius ·1ttmann 

itnesses: Theodore Zeimantz and nna Zeimuntz 

TY OOURT HOUSE 

DEATH REO RD BOOK K. PAGE 22 LI 713 

An,thony iller Born in Germany , ·. ovember 28, 1835 

iller and mother unknown 

1918 

82 years 6 month and 24 days 



ILLER, 0 THERI E Y (LEY) 

Second interview to affirm or correct information in biography 

ae compared to infQrmation as listed in the legal records in the Stearns 

County Court House. 

co • • 

arriage of Anthony iller and Catherine Ley, ebruary 21, 1867, 

is correct as stated in the legal record. 

CORRECTION: 

Birth of, John 11ler, July 20, 1871, a correct ~s stated in 

legal record •. 

OORRECTIO : 

Birth of ettie iller, July 7, 1873, is correct as stated in 

legal record. 

00 •· • 

record. 

OQUJOTIOJJ: 

Birth of Joseph iller, December 6, 1879, as stated in legal 

Birth of George iller, October 13, 1885, as stated in legal 

Re-interviewed: Henry iller 
Date: October 6, 1937 
By: Dorothy Hansmann 
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