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My Grandparents 

year 1869 my gr~ndfatner , Mr . eter Mortenson, young 

man of t wenty-ni ne y ars, came t9 .the United State~ from Svrn.den . The 

s h ip on v1h ich h e c r ossed t h e Atlantic;, while . steam prop elled, was one 

o1 t h e old typ e, l a cking ·almost every c·onvenience of t r e present-day 

sh i p s ; and it required nearly four we eks .to mak e .t he voyage,, The J oy 

and emoti0ns of seeing t 1e sky- line of New rork b y my grandfather and 
) 

hi~ fellow _ass engers c an only be known t0 those 1iho h a~e had the ex-

perience . Th ere befor e t h eir very eyes lay· the New World, the Land of 

hop e and_ pr omise ; t e Land t_ a t has never -f ai l 'ed to reward fai.th , ,~hrift, 

and frugality . 

Grandfather was on e of six young men fr om t h e s ame c·ommuni ty in t h e, 

Old Country t hat east t h eir lot in t he s ame ·bask et . After landing in 

New York City t h ej hll cont r nued on Wes t by .Ta il . Th ey had rea a much 
,! 

about H nn esota--about its ~1 onderful fer t i l e ··so.il a nd i t R J!ak_es ;· but 
. , ., .. .i~tf? f 

undoubtedly what a ttracted t h em· most :a s t hat t hey had 1lea ~hetid t hat 
' ; --A/:::, f i ' 

· t h ere w,ere .s e_veral colonies of t h eir own nati onality in ditreren~. parts 
.,,,.,/ 

' ··. •i~{~\"·~}\;~~,J: . 

,· or,: t hat St a,te . Th e fact t hat t hey -could net s p eak a wor d o 1!'.:t;J_:1fi~~f lish >• 
. . ' --· .,.;/ 

.natur ali'y drove t h em to s eek so1- e pl ace wh ere t .. ~ey c ould, rna.Jr'~,·· t h emsel.ves 
,.: ~ . -~~ . 

u;nder stood ; and t h en , as no·w, t h ere wer e ma ny of t heir own Co~~-trymen 

in ~h e 'villag e_ of iinneapolis. ence to ~inneapo i s they c ould go . 
' 

"Bird s of a fea t h er -fiock toget ~er . " 

h ey a l l h ad b ought ticke ts ' to n J.ipnesota, '' 1Fh ich in t _i . case 

me n t St . Paul--th e ·, 11 e~d of t he -l ine ."' t . e i r oc :et oo s ✓ v e e 

e~4ptr t h ere ~as 0nly one ,, e.y,-- nilk, and walk t h.ey did•. But as·' t heir 

uurse decreas ed their anpe t i t es increa s ed_; 'W d v i le r Jn _fat ,.,er '~·rent 

into a little s t ore to inquire b f t h e roa d t~ •H nneapol i s_, h e hapDened 

to se e ~hat he th .Jug t ere ti e · mos t won der f ul a p.l e s he ha ev er seen . 



a pa_ er quarte:r the 1 st money from is 

book, he first looked at it, then at ·the "a ples. 11 Finally., think­

ing of the pleasant ' surprise he c ould have on his fr ends, be de­

cided to give them .a reeJ. treat; and so he invested his le..st cent 

in a big bag of the . lucious frriit~ · fi th the aid of a l~xicon, he 

inquired the way to 
.m 

inneapol is and dena_rted. ~1h en he overtook 

companions he p roudly exhibited his purchase ; but it was decided 

that they we.lk on till they got good e.nd tired and then they ould 
? 

sit down - a nd rest and at t h e same tie enj oy the "apples." They 

did; t B-t is,. they s e.t down . ever having seen or h eard o·r to-

s 

matoes before, t h ey a_ll bit in 1th a p owerful jaw; and that un­

mannerly fruit., as i t s ometimes ~il l do, , squ;rted out at both s 1 es 

of their mout sand in numerous oth er directi ons. There is only 

one one hundred p ercent rule, and that is, t at there never was 

a Swede -born wi,t h a t a ste for toma toes. '1be ex_;:>ressions on the 

fa.ces of those six "new-c omers" lainly indicated the.t t ey we-re · 

no excep ti ons; f or after just one bite each, it was a c ase of jwho 

c ould throw his tomatoe the furth e s t. Gr andf .t er has never b een 

knpwn to eat them to t his day. 

They found their ,. ay to 1inneapol is al right , ~alking the 

entire distance bf ten miles a.nd a rriving t o e,;rd even ng . The 

town "as in those days bet ter known e.s St. Anthony Fe_lls because 

i t surrounded a l a r ge ,. ater f alls by that na.me. The trave ers 

he,d "their fir~t sight of a large a.nd beaut f ul wa_terfall that 

evening ; an\. • lVIY grandf a t er , a.ving e_n ey e for . t e beauty in na~­

ure, enjoyed the sig · t immensely tmd ce.n sti l re .e.te how e l at­

er used to s1 t for ma,ny . ours admiri ng 1 ts gr a ndure. It was not 

t h en c ommercie.lized e.nd mu.ch of t h e b a_n. s of t e beautiful .·.1 1s sis-

r 



qippi river was t h en 1ooded. 

Te irt9urists 11 soon hunt ed up· th~ ttt ourist ... ark" rh1ch in those 
) '' 

. ' 

days wa s c alled "Immi gr_ant Hqme " where f ood and shelter- c·ould bej had 

~y p r ,actica l l y every 11 ne~-comer_,11 from the North half of Europe and 

.al}YOne · else, temporarily of, cour s·e, with or , d thout moriey . Practi­

c a lly ev ery unew-comer" from •the North. , half of Europe was truste_d 

· . at all t hese 11 Imm1grant ' Homesn in any ·of the principal cl ties of the' 

c entral states; and it is to their credit t hat seldom was t h ie ·trust 

, betraye~ . S "'· oner or later the i mmi grant would return and ·-•Pa,Y hts 

debt . Would t hat every citi zen of "this country t oday 1as as· z.ealou s 

of bis h onor . in such matters . 

After a good ni ght's t•rest" on a t> ~,re floor , ,11th their knap­

sack s as pillows and a plain, though suf f icient breakfast, the eex~ 

tett scurr i ed forth in pairs to f i nd work--work of· any k ind and at 

vhat ev ~r _ p ay t hey could get . Because. t h ey were unable to speak •. or 

u~der s tand t n e language, _ t ~ey soon found it was not sucb e·an easy 

_matter; yet one or more always managed to p ick up some t hing, and -

since t h ey p ooled ~their income and t heir outgo , t :1ey al~ ate or the¥ 

rali starved. In t he meantime~grandfat 1er ha~ studi~d -hi s lexicon 

v ery i n <:1-y. striously and s?on became t he spokesman for the re s t. After 

much d iscou r agement and trudging around {;UJlong the faxmers be twe en • ~ 

St. Paul and Farmlng t on, he managed ,to g et all h is companions placed 
) 

✓ on farms, 1hile he himself s ecured work on t he · North ern_ Pacific R.R. ' 

v,hich was t hen being c onstructed bet ~een St. Paul and Dulut~ . 

7h en winter c ame and the ground froze , t h is kind of. work had ·t'o . 

be di~continued , and h e drifted with t h e r est to the l .ogging ~a~p s of 

Northern Minnesota here he soon became quite expert at it and before 

Spring ,was made ' foreman of t h e f elling g.fmg , which a lso h elped his in-



~ 

come somewhat . Tois kind of work was however very dan erous , and 

were the times that a large tree or large limb missed him only by a 
. ' 

few inches. Once a very large tree missed him by less than 11 the sk:1:n 

on the nose," for the trunk of the tree literally scraped the skin 

off his nose when it fell to the ground. To inches closeP. and this 

story rould not have been writ t en . men Spring came and the sno 

melted 'and the big sp1ing-drive was on, my Grandfather at first had 

intended to try t hat also· but aft~r learning the nature of the ' work 

he decided to ride the train instead of t he logs t hat t h ey had cut. 

Loosening them here and there w:ien they had run into a n jam" and other­

~ ise r ·eguiatlng t heir orderly flo ~, down the .riv '"" r, did not appeal to 

him~ Ev ~ry once in a 1h· -1e someon~ would Llip off a log into t e ~ce­

c6ld w~ter, often nev er to co_ e up; and if t hey did climb out, they 

would still have to dry t heir clothes on t heir bodies . According to 

my grandfather's ideas . that wa s too much risk even if the pay was ex-

tra good. 6 ome men earned alm~st as much on a .e~ • ~ ivin' , a dur-

ing the whole winter in ceJnp , but it meant a r-1hole iJJeBk _l os en-
-

tirely without food or sleep . Grandfather too'k the .fer me ns and 

w lked everal days to t h e neare s t sta .· e coach anu t .i.en to t ~_e ea.r­

est r ilro&d: He al aye ·went on t he idea tha t iis ~ealth £ S orth 

more t 1 an · the job . 

fter getting · back to Minneapolis after his first inter's log­

ging , he finally secured work on a farmstead that was located on wha~ 

is now ·the corner of . tenth street and Hennepin Ave. or where the 

present City Library stands. This ~as t h en just in the outskirts of 

the City, so this gives some idea of ho~ it has grown ln the last 
~ 

fff.ty. years. 'This farm was , howev er, sold that summer and platted 

· for streets and lot purposes . The farmer retiring, .wanted grand'"7 \'. 
\. 

fath er to mov 0 ~. with tbem "to town" and,) be thefr coa c __ man, and 

J 



I run told. The lo"cat~on was most favorable, acres . 

were inside /the vi l lage limits, B:nd only 50 mile·s from Unneapolts, 

which m€a.nt marketing 'advantages,. 

The o ~ner seemed to realize that also for the price was $2300 ., 

whicll generally wa·s considered about $1000 . too much, but which later 

proved· ·to be a very good investment, ;specially when marketing grain 
' 

and live_ stock. On the little farm things m0ved rather slo rly . the 

first year , as the big trees-~some were·24 to 30 inches in diameter- -:-: 

had to be grubbed out by hand . -This ra s by no-~mean s an easy job as 

grubbing trees or stump s in those days as dq~e very differently from 
j 

now . They 1.ad n0 horse·- po er 1.ihch or Fordson tractor to ul 1 them , 

out ; neither did t h ey _ a~e dynamite or otl:}.er ·· eXplosi ve with which 

to ~• hoot them . " Ti o men today .Ti th modern equi_ ., ent c <?--.n clear 

about as much land as 50 could then . 

Little by ·little t ne clearings grev , t h e cro s i ncreased, and so 

did the profits. side -from stra sheds for the cat tle, the first 

· building to be erected was a granary, large enough to hold all grain 

.crops . Then came ·a corn cri-b; a fter i-:hich -~ ~l ow._ a slhbstantlal 
r 

barn; and lastly after living in the l i ttle log house ~ith the lean-

to for ten years, grandfather i_Ti th his wife and two· children moved 

into a ne 1 brick-veneered house . Each year sho Ted a larger prof1 t, 

and soon it was all paid for. His former years of hardships were 
I 

t h ings of the ast, and as t he years uent on they: became moderately 

ell-to-do. 

hile it is now in other hands , it still stands there--the old 

home-stead, the · old log house and all. It is my ~ather's childhood 

home . io me it is history------ --to my father, and to my grandfather 

no~ 85, it is a dear spot------- -~neveri to be forgotten. 

--Evelyn Mortenson 
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