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ORY, AUGUSTA (WITTCHO) File No, . R-992

‘, ffTLugusta Wittohe wae born August i4, 1854 in Brandeﬂbﬁ:g,
Gér&@hy; In 1855 ghe came +o this'country with her parents, Williem
and ﬁéry (Gorr) Wittcho, They settled first in Acatlan, Wisooﬁein
where they lived for two yeers, Then they bought a farm six miles %rpmvt
that place on which they lived for twelve years, In 1868 they'oamapﬁo 
Minnesota and settled on a homestead in Albeny, Stearns County;
 The trip from Acatlan, Wisconsin was made by train as far as
8%, Oloud, That was es far as the rallroad extended, From there they
wenﬁﬁsby ox carts to Albany, At that time only three or four éé%fiers
residéd there, The nearest trgding post was St, Cloud twenty five miles
away.
. The firet yeer they lived in an old Indian shack until a log
house‘was built,
There were quite a few I'ndians at that time, but as it was
after the Indian War they caused very little t rouble, although they
would appear guite frequently usually to beg food or tobacco,
The chief crop wes wheat, dJust enough oete and corn waeg grown
tb supply their own needs, as there wes no market for these two producte,
The grein wae cut with credles, reked into piles with hand rakeg;
and tied‘;nto bundles with whisps of straw, | |
o Threshing was sone with flails the firet few yeare, Later on
Péﬁl ébermiller bought a threshing machine, operated by horsepéwer, and

he did all the threshing for the settlers,

f?hgjwheat was hauled by oxen to St, Oloud, a trip that usually

A

'l ?&? three and four days,
Mfirat crop f&ilure occured in 1873, due to the grasshopper
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They caﬁéiiﬁﬂsﬁogilarge gwarmg thet a times the sun was hidden by the
clouds qﬁigfaséhoppers.» They devoured every green thing in the fields,
After caﬂbieting their destruction they all left,

"“.Tﬁd7fb110W1ng year proved to be one of the best years the settlers

had ever witnessed before or after the grasshopper scourge, All crops
Vlelded abuﬂdantly. The grain was so heavy it laid on the ground =nd
Gonmw.anay be cut from one side, it

Tourists in covered wagons passed the Wlttcho Home, znd meny of
them spént the nicht there.

b Gn January 34, 1874 Augusta Wittcho married Auguet Ostendorf,
Father;wolfgang Northman who wag then stationed there performed the
ceremony;, The attendants were Adolph Richter end Amelia Wittcho,

August and Augusta (Wittcho) Ostendorf had five children, two
of which are dead,

Eelen was born August 3, 1881 was merried to Mathew Winter and
had.foug?qkildren. Ernest, was born November 3, 1907 is married to
Margaref:éfrOmann and has one daughter Janice, Viola, was born April
22, 1919 ‘and ig in Minneapolis, Warner was born November 7, 1921, and
is'at pomq.‘ They all 11ve in Melrose,

& K&giﬁ, wag born November 27, 1883 is married to Bernard Ssuer
and liveéf;qacisseton, South Dzkota, They have five children, Marie
Genevievé‘éhé?W11fred Two children are dead,

August F Ostendorf Junior was born August 11, 1885: and lives
with his mother, |

Auguwta (Wittohe) Ostendorf the person who heads this biography
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