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RATHBu:r , AN A ( ..,YL.u - rl"DER ) ( J OHN ON ) 
-

Anna Syl l ander was born in Gotl nd , Se en , Dec ember 9 , 1869 . 

She c ame to i nnesota hen she wa t ~enty-one ye rs ol -. Anna l ive 

i n St . Pa ul whe r e she was employed as a cl e r k . She h~d receive her 

schooling in Sweden here he fin i s ed i gh school . ~he r ec al _ t e 

sub j ects t ught t he r e we re much the s ame a s 'ere t ught i n the Americ n 

cho ols . She al so relat es th a t everyth i ng i n Swe en w s .,control l ed by 

th e c h urches a~nd th e re i gn ing power over these churche s was the Ki ng of 

eden. When she arr i ved i n i nne so ta Anna Syll an er i d not know 

wh i ch church to a. · t end bec ause t here ere so many , wh i e in Sweden all 

churches were the same . 

Anna Syll 8n e r as marr i ed t o August B. J hn son i n St . Paul . 

Augu s t i·as bo rn Februa.r y 14, 1859 and wa.s a bl acks nith b y trade . 

About a year f ter t heir mar riage Augus t and Anna ( Syl l an .er ) 

J ohnso n left St . Paul for Bra i nerd were ugusi worked fo r one ye~r . Later 

t hey came t o· St . Cloud were he las e pl oyed in an i ro n f oundry and then 

h e ,ent to or k a t t he Great Nort_ er n Ra ilroad. c arshops . He as employed 

t here until his de a th on Dec emb er 22 , 1919 . 

On Oc t ober 16 , 1920 Anna ( Sylla nder ) J ohnson was mar r i ed t o 

Demornington s . Ra thbun , in St . Cl oud , by Rev. J. M. Nel son. Rit a Helen 

Wi l c ox and Al i ce E. J ohnson we r e witne s s es. D. s. Rathbun was born i n 

Mi chi gan on J une 11, 1847, son of Cbr a a.nd Mary Ann ( Proper ) Rathbun . 
-

D. s. Rathbun was a, de sc en dant of an old Eng].i.sll family ho c ame t o the 

Unit ed St a.tes wh en i t was only a Briti sh co lony. One of hi s anc e s tors 

was pr esent e.t th e s i gning of t he Decl a r ation of I nde pendence. Demo r nington 

s. Ra.tbbun d ied on J uly 20 , 1932. 
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rs. Anna ( Syllander ) (Johnson ) Rathbun ha.d two ch i l dren. Sath 

Johnson and Al ice E. J ohnson. Sath ied on J anu y 9 1 1923 while in the 

u. s. rmy in the Hawai ian I slands. Al ic e E. Johnson w s me.rr ied to 

Ri chard Brean et St . Cloud on J anuary l , 1925 , by Rev. Henr y A. Steichen. 

Vi ctor Hoffmann and Louisa Gres Eer were the a.tten ants. 

Anna Rathbun l ives at 51 2 Eighth Avenue South , in St . Cloud , 

Mi nnesota. 

I ntervie e 
Date : 
By: 

: Anna ( Syllander )(Johnson) Rathbun 
July 23 , 19 36 
Gilbert Bunt 

.Publicat i on Granted 



FROM THE RECORDS IN THE STEAR S COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

FOR THE AN A ( SYLLANDER) (JOHNSON) RATHBUN BIOGRAPHY 

MARRIAGE RECORD BOOK 1. PAGE 15602 

Demornington s. Rathbun and Anna K. Johnson 

Married at St. Cloud, October 16, 1920 

By: Re~. J.M. Nelson 

Wi~nesses: Rita Helen Wilcox and Alice E. Johnson 

RRI AGE RECORD BOOK 4 PAGE 17595 

Richard Brean and Alice E. Johnson 

Married at St. Cloud, January let, 1925 

By: Rev. Henry A. Steichen 

Witnesses: Victor Ho ffmann and Louisa Gresser 

DEATH RECORD BOOK Y. PAGE 5 LINE 126 

Demornington s. Rathbun Born in Michigan, June 13, 1847 

Son of Cbra Rathbun and Mary Ann Proper 

Died July 20, 1932 

Age 85 years 1 month and 7 days 

DEATH RECORD BOOK L. PAGE 7 LINE 169 

August B. Johnson Born in Sweden, February 24, 1859 

Died in St. OJ.oud, December 22, 1919 

Age 60 years 9 months and 28 days 
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JOHNSON, AUGUST B. fo r the Anna (Syllander) (Johnson) Rathbun Biogr aphy 

Second interview to aff irm or correct information in 

biography as compared to inf ~rmation as listed in the legal records 

in the Stearns County Court House. 

CO RREOTIOlf: 

Birth of August Johnson, February 24, 1859, is correct as 

stated in the legal record. 

Anna 
Reinterviewed: Syl ander (lohnson) Rathbun 

Date: December 3, 1937 
By: Walter Jernberg 
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