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... I HTER1 THUR , SE1T R FIL o. B -1112:/ 

rthur Richter enior as born on ecember 5 , 1863 , t Jef­

ferson , isconsin , the son of einhar Senior and Alber ina. ( odenwald) 

ichter . 

Reinhar and Albertina ( oden ald) Richter ere born in Ger _any , 

the former on ept ember 11 , 1836 and the latter on J.uly 9 , 1841 . At the 

a e of sevent e en Reinha rd ichter Senior came to merica , but a f t e r a few 

years returned to his native land ere he served i n the German ::ilitary 

ervice for three years . After completing his service in the year of 18 1 

he arried Albertina Rod.en ald , and the couple ca.me to Anerica on their 

edding trip. The voyage we ... t acro ss th·e Atlant ic was made on a sailing 

vessel . Due to unfavorable win ds and storms which they enc unt ered on 

id-oc ean , the trip consumed seven weeks. After lan ing at B ltimore 

they imme iately c a e west to Jefferso n , · iscon s in where they settle.d on 

a farm. 

ix chiltren were born to the couple while they resided in 

·1sconsin. They are : Be!tha ( ichter) arcus , now dec eased. rthur , 

who heads this biography. Henry now deceas e Reinhard , Jr., who resi es 

on the old home farm. 

U ica , i n esota. 

illia.m, on a f a.rm south of Albany an August of 

In the seventies Reinha r icbter , r . brou h his f mily to 

.ir innesota anc. settled on a farm two iles south of the present vill a. e of 

lbany. The trip from Je_ferson, i.consin to Albany was .de i n a cov red 

agon , drawn by horses. Inc i entally t .ese were the first horses to be 

brought into that community . 

The 1an h ich ReinhardRichter purchased from the Christen ros . 

was still cm-vered with heavy timber and only a small shanty and lo g ba.rn 
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c omprised the buil ·ings. 

Through hard work and good management he soon put the farm 

on a paying basis. Al though wheat was the chief crop of the early set­

tlers, Reinhard Richter also rai s ed a number of cattle. Butter brouc~ht 

only a small price, u sually from five to ten cents a pound, and then it 

was ha.:rd to get good butter. Due to his ability to make good butter, 

Mr . Richter usually received a premium for his which he sold in t-he village. 

A crop failure was unheard of until 1876, when the ent ire crop 

was devoured by grasshoppers. They came in large swarms in the fall of 

'76, but did 1 i ttle damage that year as mo s t of the crops had been harvest ea .• 

the next spring the eggs which they had laid hatched and the ground was 

soon covered with them and they devoured the entire crop. The government 

fu1"'niehed the set tlers with tar a.nd tin con trap ion t o catch t he hoppers 

but although thousands of the hoppers were caught that way, it met with 

little success. Im July of that year, they sud denly de-pa.rted, and the 

following ye ar, the settl e rs experienced one of the best crops in the hist­

ory of the commu?ity. 

Due to old age Reinhard Richter a nd his wife, sold their farm 

to the son, Reinha .. rd,- Jr., retaining forty acres on which they erected a 

small home. One June 10, 1921 Reinhard Reichter died and his wife made 

her home with a daughter Bertha (Richter) Marcus until h e r eath wh ich 

occured August 21, 1927. 

The schooling of Arthur Richter, who heads this biography , wa.s 

badly neglected due to the fact that the neare~t school was four miles 

distance and his services were needed on the fa.r m. He remained at h6me 

until the age of twenty-two and then learned the wage.n maker tra.de in the 
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shop of n on i edel at Albany and in the Dierlericb s -OP c_t 

St . M rtin . After he mastered the tr2de , he operated as op of his own 

in the rear of the Geroge Hartung bl acksmith shop for several years . A­

side o f this trade he also d i d carpenter ork , a trade he fo llo ea for 

bout t hirty years. 

On J anuary 1891 , he married ary eal a.t Al bany , ·linn. 

ary Seal was born February 8 I 1873 at orth Bristol , Da.ne aunty , ": iscon-

sin , the daughter o f Jo seph , Senior and. Oe.roline ( Buchagen) Seal . At the 

age of t welve she was brought to Albany by h er parents w'ho settled on a 

farm west of Albany . 

After the marri age the couple made theil' home with the Seal fam­

ily and l ate r purchased the farm. I.n the fall o f 1937 , they disposed of 

their farm and retired to the village of Albany . 

Arthur a.nd , a ry ( Seal) Richter a.re the parents o f ei ht ch ildre n. 

Arthur , Jr., married Gertrude e11e and t hey resi e near Alba.ny . 

Clara , now deceased , was rs . E ard Di rke s of Po rnr , ~ontana. 

Othelia. is 1 rs . Aloys , ille of Bellflo"':rer , Califor ia. 

Helena is rs . artin ama.meir of Cold Spring , .~ i nnee-0 ta . 

Alvina is " rs . iok Loubash of Downey , Cal i f orn ia. 

Catheri e is rs . Art _1,.i.r Zylstra of Long Beach , California. 

I da is rs . Julius ' mameir of Al any. 

Edwin , at home . 

There are also t enty- t wo livi ng gr ndchildren. 

I nterviewed : Arthur Richt er , Sen ior 
BY; al ter B. Haupt 
Date : ·a.rah 7 , 1938 

Publication gr nted. 
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, Page 171 

rthur Richter and ary Seal 
arried a.t lbany , January 8 , 1891 

By: Reverend onrad Glatzmai er , o • 
i tnessee : • J . Schneider and rs . 

D, B r. Y, Pae 13 38 

Ed ·ard Dirkes and C1rra Richter 
·arri ea. at lbany June 27 , 1916 

By: Rev rend • traub , •• B. 

UR 0 

• B. 
ary Gla.tzma.ier 

itnesses : Ottilia ichter and Jo_n chmidt . 

IAG RE~ D, BO' 2 , Page l 022 

Arthur Richter n Gertrude elle 
arrie at t . Rose , eptember 13 , 1921 

By: everend Bede ~. ayenberger 
itne sses : aul elle and Lena ichter 

I G.i;., E RD , B 2 , age 1 271 

loys 1 elle and O tillia Richter 
arried a t l bany , y 2 , 1922 

By : Reverend nselm &rthmann , • S. B • 
. itn .sse s : Zeno elle an _ lvina ichter 

RI ~ E RD , BOO 4 , age 17215 

rtin ammermei er a nd Lena Richter 
rried at lbany , June 3 , 1924 

~y : everen n elm Ortmann , •• B. 
itnesses : l ert • a me i er nd lvina Richt er 

IGE EG RD , BOO 4 , Page-17546 

Nicholas • Laubach and lvina • icht er 
rried a t lbany ovember 25 , 1924 

By : Rev. nselm rtmann , l • b . 
"

1 i tne sses : Catherine Richter and 1 nhonse Laubach 

, RRIAGE RECO D1 BOO 9 , Pae 20277 

Julius ammermai er and Ida G. Rddhter 
.rried a t old Snring , September 11 , 1930 

By : Rev. dolph Dingmann 
itnessee : Eu ane L. a mer eier and Vi~ian umr er 
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DEATH REC D, BO , Page 9 , Line 203 

Reinhard Richter , born in Germany 
On eptember 11 , 1836 
Son of Reinhar Richter 
Died June 10 , ~921 
Age 84 ye rd , 8 onths , 30 days 

DEATH CORD , T , _ e 10 , Line 242 

Albertine Richter , born in Ger many 
On July 9 , 1841 
Died August 21 , 1927 

ge 86 ye rs old , 1 month an 12 days 

DATE PL 

Arthur e ry ept ember 20 , 1.891 Albany 
Clara • February 26 , 1893 lbany 
Ottilia R. J 'lll'le 24 , 1895 lbany 

agdalena . ctober 8 , 1 97 l ba.ny 
lvina ovember 16 , 1902 Albany 

Cat ertne J anuc: ry 17 , 1906 lbany 
lenora June 25 , 1908 lbany 

Ida ~ arch 18 , 1910 lbany 

E GE !LlL p G 

ary eal 19 891- Bl 9 
ary eal 1893-B3 1 
a ry · eal 21 1895-B5 3 
ary eal 22 1897- B? 4 
ry Seal 27 1902-B12 15 

a.ry eal 30 ... 1 
a ry Seal 39 451 
a ry . e a1 35 3 

*** 
• 

o 18 0 Census r ecords 

rthur 26 
rthur 
rt u.r 26 
rthur 28 
r hur 36 
rthur 34 
rthu.r 43 
rt 1ur 45 

LIE 

50 
5 

22 
8 
4 
2 
2 
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