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RIGGS, OLIVER G. FILE NO. B--1108' 

Oliver G. Riggs conductor of the Saint Cloud, Boy's Band was 

born N vember 26, 1870, in Louisa township near Near Boston, Iowa. 

Oliver being one of a family of four children, his parents were 

J a sper and Rebbeca Riggs. 

When he was a small child hie parents moved to Dorchester, 

Nebra ska, where Oliver at +ended the grade schools. Upon his graduation 

of the eighth grade Oliver enrolled at the Oberlin Conservatory of 

Music at Oberlin, Ohio. After his gr aduation from this scho 1 he 

accepted a position as conductor of a village band at Albin, Iowa. 01nce 

then he has conducted bands at Joy, Illinois; Mount Pleasant, iowa; 

Hayre, Montana; Grand Forks, North Dakota; Crookston and Bemi d ji, Minn­

esota .• 

In 1921 Oliver c ame to St. cioud, here he organized t he St. Cloud 

Boy's band whioh at one time numbered 250 piece s . As conductor of this 

fine musical organization he has had marked success. This band is much 

in demand having played at the Int ernationa1 Ki wanis Convention at St. 

Paul, Minnesota, Junior Chamber of Commerce Conv~ntion at Des Moines, 

Iowa and sever al America Legion Conventions in Minnesota. 

Oliver G. Riggs was married in November 1898 to Islea Graham born nee. 
'23, 1874 

daughter of William and Katherine Graham of Aledo, Illinois. To Oliver 

and Islea(~ raham) Riggs have been born two children Ronal d Graham 

and Pe rcy Harrison. Ronald is a teavher at Thief River Falls, Minn­

esota. Percy Harrison is instructor of Mus ic at South Bend , Indiana 

High School where he is in char ge of a fine mus ical org niza.tion. Oliver 

and Islea (Graham) Riggs make their home at 12th Avenue south. 
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