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THE NORSE GOD carries a flaming symbol on the sign which points
to Minnesota’s newest summer theatre.

Blazing Sun Crest a Fitting Symbol
For Successful L’Homme Dieu Season

A 23 acre site near Alexand
cleared, a 60'x110° theatre b
and 10 productions filled beyon
seating capacity add up to quite
sizable accomplishments for a
first year summer theatre group.

And how was this all accomp-
lished? By work. Working from
8:30 am. until midnight and as
late at 1:30 the following morning,
sleep for six or seven hours only
to wake up to the same grinding
schedule.

Two good reasons promoted
Theatre L’ Homme Dieu and has-
tened the development of this sum-
mer theatre. Both the lack of
professional theatres in this area
and the of exposure to pro-

ional theatre for potential
teachers in this field prompted
this step,

Dr. ‘Arthur Housman, director of
theatre, remarked that: “With 10
plays, each running five days, a

student has an opoprtunity to per-
form before an audience 50 times
within a three month period com-
pared to participating in four
plays each quarter with a total of
12 performances a year. In ad-
dition, to perform in 10 plays with-
in three months a student has the
opportunity to work with profes-
sional actors.”

The associate director of theatre,
Mr. R. Keith Michael reported
that, “People who attend summer
theatres are immediately sceptical
as to HOW PROFESSIONAL a
play will be given and if they will
get their money's worth. But from
the response of the audience it
was made apparent that the public
enjoyed themselves.

Mr. Michael ‘also commented
that one elderly woman drove 120
miles, by herself, to attend every

tended Theatre L' Homme Dieu
represented every socio-economic
level, we were surprisd to receive

such ‘strong support from the rural *

areas,” -concluded Mr. Michael.

The. citizens of St. Cloud were
very responsive to Theatre L’
Homme Dieu, A Theatre Goer's
Club was initiated by Mrs. R. G.
Herberger and other summer resi-
dents of Alexandria. Each Wed-
nesday night this group met at the
Blake Hotel in Alexandria. By the
end of thes ummer Theatre Goers
had 140-members.

Dr. Housman admitted that, If
you were asked what was the best
thing about the summer theatre it
would be like being asked, what
did it feel like when you were
climbing the Matterhorn? It was
exhilerating but you couldn’t look
back or you were lost. It is only

play. Although the people who at- »the beginning rather than the end.

Alexandria Theatre Draws Crowds

‘Exhausting,’ Say Students,
But Exhilarating as Well .

By ROGER LOHMAN

Theater Le Homme Dieu, the St. Cloud State College
summer theater on the shores of Lake Le Homme Dieu near
Alexandria, was, from all indications, a complete success.
Headed by Dr. Housman, Mr. Michael and Mr. Howard of the
theater department, the company was composed of a group
of professional actors and several theater students from St.
Cloud State, working under salary or for reﬂllar college
credits. Four of these students, Kathy Haapala, Pam Lex-
vol;l, Dick Busch and Phil Anderson, are presently attending
St-Cloud State. Rather than interview each of them separ-
ately, I decided to launch an attack on the Green Room. My
attack being successful, we began the interview without
further ado. :

Phil Anderson, construction chief of the company, con-
centrated most of his efforts on set and scene construction,
Kathy Haapala, wardrobe mistress, had to find or make cos-
tumes for the 10 plays presented during the season. Pam
Lexvold and Dick Busch were “students” in the theater;
they experience all of the phases of theater arts. None of
th students were restrictd to any specific task, and work
assignments ewre changed weekly.

When asked what they did in a normal day, hysteria
overcame Pam and Kathy. (I guess that Summer Theaters
don’t have normal days). Dick and Phil managed to tell me
that in most abnormal days, work began about nine o’clock
in the morning ,with everyone asisgned to a crew, and con-
tinued until evening. Then when night came to the beautiful
Alexadria resort area, the crews laid down their hammers,
saws ,and screwdrivers. But did they go dining? dancing?
on a beach party? No, they had rehearsals uniil eleven
o’clock each night.

At this point, I was beginning to wonder if this sort of
thing was normal at summer theaters. Kathy and Phil, who
both have previous summer theater experience feel that the
college theater was more organized and specialized and on a
larger scale of operation than their previous encounters.

Looking back over the whole summer, Phil said that “It
was three years of experience in the regular college theater
crammd into 10 weks.” Pam, Kathy and Dick readily agreed
that it was lots of work, but they will be willing and ready to
go again” next summer.

X
MR\GN MICHAEL looks dubious in the arms of Don Marlatt
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CARRYING A FLAT for a L'Homme Dieu production

are State students, Phil Anderson and Ron Fisher,

THIS APPEARS to be one of the intense’ moments in
a summer production. Pictured from left to right
are: Frank Plut, student; Pat Garvey, actor; Bob

MRS. MARION MICHAEL of the St

“Cloud, faculty
displays her first |talenf—acting. Here she was

St. Cloud Chllege

Anderson was property man for the ten weeks.

Schmidt, student; Wandalie Schropfer, actor; War-
ren Schueneman, student; Pat Garvey, actor; and
Don Marlatt, actor.

caughli in ‘a_hilarious ‘scene with another profes-
sional actor Don Marlatt,
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