St. Cloud State University
The Repository at St. Cloud State

WPA Biographic Summaries University Archives

11-19-1937

Smith, Levi Walker (1842 -)

Melba Peterson

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio

Recommended Citation

Peterson, Melba, "Smith, Levi Walker (1842 - )" (1937). WPA Biographic Summaries. 1207.
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/1207

This Interview is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at The Repository at St. Cloud
State. It has been accepted for inclusion in WPA Biographic Summaries by an authorized administrator of The
Repository at St. Cloud State. For more information, please contact tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu.


https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/archives
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F1207&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/1207?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F1207&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu

s A ey AT o W% bt 2 L TG
s G

N e . S RATRRIEII . Lo . Ly s 4 gt LR RO~ LY AR TR EY TR TR T e TR AR - AL

. 3 oA W

A -
e

-
pe -

GUITH, LEVI WALKER : File No.§-)250

Levi Walker Smith was born in New York, New York on October 12,
1842,

Levi Smith was the son of Ephram and Phoebe Smith, both born in
the state of New York, Levi has nine brothers and sigters, They were
Sylvester, Willard, Ephram Jr., Myron, Wallace, Edward, John, Angeline,
and lMary Anne,

There was very little sdhooling in those days and the children had
to walk two and one-half miles to school, Rather than go, they usually
went fishing,

Levi Smith served almost a year in the Civil War, He marched from
Savannah, Georgia to the sea, This is the famous march about which
the song, "Marching Through Georgia" was written, Ur, Smith says that
he remembers that they did plenty of marching and thet their meals
congisted of hard tack, beans, and black coffee, He gaid, "There were no
machine gung in those days, only muskets, which were so large and heavy
they almost knocked =z man over. People now days don't know what hard-
ships really are,"

Levi Smith left New York and went to Wisconein, He traveled part
of the way by steamboat and the remainder of the way by team,

In 18688 Levi Smith married Mary Johanna Shroeder of Maryland, They
were married in the lMethodist Church of Eau Galle, Wisconsin by Reverend
Fred Wentz, Mary Johanna Shroeder was born January 31, 1849,

Levi W, and Mary J. (Shroeder) Smith came to Minnesota about 1878,
They came as far as Seint Cloud by railroad and the rest of the way by
stage coach, When asked why he came, he stated, "I guess I took a
notion just like the rest of them,"

Mr, Smith bought a farm a few miles from Sauk Centre, When he first

came they had a very raining season., While plowing hie land he walked
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knee-deep in mud, His haying was done with & hand sgecythe, often working
until nine or ten at night,

In 1878 the railroad was built as far as 8auk Oentre and there was
great celebration as the people no longer had to make thelong trip from
Sauk Centre to Saint Cloud for supplies,

Mr, Smith had no actual experience with Indiang, although he does
remember of the grest massacre which swept down from S2int Paul, He re-
members of two prominent Indians: OChief Masganka and Winebago Bill,

Mr, and Mrs, Smith had eight children, all but three are dead. They
are Fred, Minnie, George, Walker, Elmer of Sauk Centre, Mary of Sauk
Centre, Mabel of Sauk Centre, and Myrtle who is dead. There are nine
grandchildren,

Levi Walker Smith resides with his d aughter, Mabel, of Bauk Centre,
He moved to town twenty years ago and has lived there since, He is
an old man ninety-four yeare of age. Deepite his age he is able to take

care of himself with very little help,

Interviewed: Levi W, Smith
Date: August 8, 1936
By: lelbea Peterson

Publication granted



FROM THE RECORDS IN THE STEARNS COUNTY COURT HQUSE

Name
1, Mary C, Smith
2, Myrtle J, Smith

Mother's Name
1, Mary
2, Mary

FOR THE LEVI WALKER SMITH BIOGRAPHY

Date of Place of
Birth Birth
Mar, 25, 1883 Raymond
Nov, 29, 1885 2
Aze  Book  Page
A 561
28

Father's Name Age
Levi W, Smith

" ] "
Line Remarks
22
12



SMITH, LEVI WALKER

Second interview to affirm or correct the information in
biography as compared to information as listed in the l1egal records in

the stearns county court house,

AFFIRMED:

The children of Levl and Mary (Schroeder) Smith are Fred ,
Minnie, George, and Walker who are all dead; Elmer of Lyman Prairie;
Mary C, now Mrs, George Whitney of Lyman Prairie; Mabel J, of Sauk Centre,

and Myrtle who is dead, as listed in the biography,

ADDITIONS
Levi Walker Smith died on January 28, 1937,

Mary(Schroeder¥mith died in 1914 .

Reinterviewed: liiss Mabel Smith
Date? Noeember 19, 1937
By: Melba Peterson
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