
St. Cloud State University St. Cloud State University 

The Repository at St. Cloud State The Repository at St. Cloud State 

WPA Biographic Summaries University Archives 

7-8-1936 

Swanson, John A. (1860 - 1931) Swanson, John A. (1860 - 1931) 

Dean Nelson 

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Nelson, Dean, "Swanson, John A. (1860 - 1931)" (1936). WPA Biographic Summaries. 1280. 
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/1280 

This Interview is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at The Repository at St. Cloud 
State. It has been accepted for inclusion in WPA Biographic Summaries by an authorized administrator of The 
Repository at St. Cloud State. For more information, please contact tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu. 

https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/archives
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F1280&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/1280?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F1280&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu


File No. B I~ 

John A. Swanson was a native of Sweden born in lJ ahlcolm, Vermland , 

August 8, 1860 . He wa son of Sven anc~ • a ry Swa.nson. ven was a 
,,, 

prosperous f armer of Swe ,en and J ohn !J as able to secure a gr a e and high 

school educ ation. 

After gr aduation he was an apprentice t o t he blacksmi th trade . He 

worke at this tracle until he became an expert blac s mith an then c a.me 

t o Americ a in 1 886. 

With him he b rought his fianc e , Lottie Nelson. John and Lo tt ie had 

a.ttended school to gether and known each other since ch ildho od. Their 

reason for coming to Americ a. to get married was to esc pe the length 

and tedious routine of a SWedish marriage. Their fare to America was 

$ 30 each. Th ey crossed the North Sea a.nd spent one week in England 

waiting for the boat to America. Mr . Swanson ' s brother se nt them the 

ticket s f rom America. I f they h a.d purcha.sed the s me tickets in SWe den 

their passage would have cost 200.00 a piece . 

Lottie Nelson was a daughter of Nels and Anna elson. Shews born 

in ahlcolm , Vermland Sweden , February 1 , 1866. Lot tie attended gr ade 

ana high school in Sweden. 

John an Lott ie Nelson were married in Saint Cloud August ·B, 1886. 

John secured a job as blacksmith an~ worked successfully until times 

became r a ther d ifficult in 1888 . Then John left for Wi sconsin and ork­

e d as stone cutter until the difficult times were somewhat over. He 

returned to Saint Cloud an aga.in starte stone cutting. 

John worked continually until 1910 hen he bec ame ill. He remained 

i ll .n an i nvalid until 1931 hen he died . 

During h is orking yea rs John erec.te a sizable an . beaut iful re­

sidence at 227 Third Avenue North East. When he became ill bis wif~ 

bra vely l<:ept working and turned the re s i dence into a boa r ding house . 

Sh e ran this successfully until John 's death. 
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To John- an d Lottie (Nel son) Swanson were born six children, Fred; 

Mr s . Frank !xel; (Just; Harry; Florence; and Myrtle. There are also 

eleven grandchildren. 

Lottie Swanson still resides at 227 Third Avenue North East. 

r, 

Interviewed: Mrs. Lottie Swanson 
Date: July 8, 1936 
By: Dean Nelson 
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