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Local garden vandalized
by visitors, flower-lovers

Munsinger Gardens, part of
Riverside Park which borders
the Mississippi from Division
street to 10th Street, is just
entering its striking autumn
beauty. .

The park includes such
attractions as a water
fountain, a wishing well, rock
gardens and hundreds of
flowers. But recently some of
the beauty has been damaged
by vandals.

Flower-lovers, intent upon
beautifying their homes, have
clipped many of Munsinger
Garden's plants. Park custo-
dian John Dubbin said he is
“‘disturbed” by people who
ruin his garden.

“We will be glad to give
slips to anyone who wants
them,” Dubbin said. ‘‘But
most of the time people pick
the wrong part of the plant. It
is not good for them and
leaves an empty spot in our
garden.”’

Dubbin has been managing

the park for the last five years.
He said the park is used for
many outdoor activities, such
as family gatherings, picnics
and even an occasional
wedding.

A new addition to the park
this fall has been a white,
octagonal Gazebo. Although
the Gazebo is not as popular
as it was in the 19th century,
Dubbin said it has been used
by many persons. It was built
earlier this summer by
Vocational training  school
students.

The park is managed by the
city of St. Cloud, which
supplies workers to maintain
upkeep. One of the workers,
Steve Plantenberg, said he
would appreciate if visitors to
the Garden would ask him to
pick the flowers.

“‘If they will inquire about
the plant, they can get what
they want and learn how to
care forit,"" Plantenberg said.




