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6  SCS Chronicle Tuesday, Oct. 1, 1985

‘Snapshot

Personalities, places and portraits

What’s up, Doc?

/MAY 1 TRY THAT

b oNE CHOCOLATE )

TH' CUSTOMER'S GOTTA BE
SITTIN' AT TH 2
YA CLUCK!

~

Cartoonist, Bugs Bunny began careers at SCS

by Laurie Hervig
Staft Writer

Eeah! What's up, Doc?

‘“What’s up’ is the fact that the cartoonist
for Bugs Bunny and the Walt Disney
Studio animator, Ralph Heimdahl, was a
1930 graduate of the St. Cloud Teachers
College, known today as SCS.

Heimdahl, a native of Willmar, Minn,,
came to St. Cloud in 1928 to study art and
play football.

*“He was the best of the good," said John
Weisman, dean of men at SCS from
1927-1969. Weisman also coached football
when Heimdahl was a student.

‘‘He was a very clean, attractive-young
man—not overly big, well groomed—the
all-American boy,” Weisman said.

While on campus, Heimdahl began draw-
ing cartoons. ‘‘He’d be in the audiv.gr‘mm

another Disney employee who did inking
and painting. They were married in 1938.

Heimdahl’s animation credits include Fan-
tasia, Snow White, Pinnochio, Bambi and
Dumbo.

Yet Heimdahl did not enjoy animation as

much as teaching, according to his widow,

Esther Heimdahl, now living in Upland,
if.

“‘He switched jobs and taught animation
and in-betweening—drawings that carry
the action through, ™ Esther said. ‘‘He was
a natural teacher. . . probably influenced
by St. Cloud.”

A strike in 1941 prompted Heimdahl's
resignation from Walt Disney. 2

*‘We bought a small farm in Vermont,™
Esther said. ‘‘He wanted to take time off
and he spent the year creating strips of his
own.”

During the next four years, he worked as
< o1 . for. Hardinge i

a h in

and he’d start talking comedy,”
said. ‘*He'd start drawing a few lines, talk
some more, add lines—next thing he’d
have a character.”

After graduation, Heimdahl studied atthe
Minneapolis School of Art and taught art
at the State School for the Deaf in Faribault
until 1937, when he joined Walt Disney
Studios in California. There he met Esther,

8|
Elmira, N.Y., and at Clayton’s in Alham-
bra, Calif. He also illustrated comic books,
lincluding the Bugs Bunny comic book
stories. 5

After being hired by Warner Bros. and
Western Publishing Co. in 1948, Heimdahl
drew the Bugs Bunny comic strip, a spin-
off of the animated cartoon.

Heimdahl is often credited with Bugs
Bunny's creation, but **original characters
were made up in the studio, and it was

usually by a group of men,” Esther
explained.
More than newspapers printed the

strip, including foreign publications/ in
Canada, Hong Kong, Saudi Arabia and
France.

’
““Wherever friends happened to be travel-
ing, they'd send us a strip,”” Esther said.
““We have five notebooks of fan mail.
Most say how much they like the strip and
ask ‘can I have a strip?” '’ she added.

One year after iving the Distinguish

“‘We voted on who we thought was the
best, the second and the third . . . . Of
course, I voted for my husband, " she said.

““Charles Schultz won and he wasn’t even
there to accept the award. Pretty tacky.
I've met Charles Schultz since then and
he’s very nice,”’ Esther said.

During Heimdahl's career, he also drew
the Yogi Bear comic strip for a special
series in England. He also did many
Golden Books for children.

With Martha, one of his three children,
Heimdahl won the Bulex Silver Medallion
fora 16mm film, Autumn Madness, which
depicted family life in the United States for

Alumni Award from SCS in 1966,
Heimdahl and Esther returned to St. Cloud
for a snowy Homecoming.

‘‘He drew all kinds of cartoons for us,”
Weisman said. ‘‘The weather was bad; the
parade was canceled, so he sat and drew
one right after another.

“‘During Expo '67, my husband was a
guest of the Canadian government,’’
Esther said. ‘“There were a lot of cartoon
artists. It was very extraordinary. Many of
the artists were able to meet one another
for the first time.""

In the 1970s, the Heimdahls were judges
at the Academy of Humor Award Show

foreign audi

Another film, Pond Life, won firsi prize
in the Cincinnati Film Festival.

Heimdahl started taking flying lessons and
was ready to solo in 1979, but had to quit
because of cancer. *‘Yet he wouldn’t give
up his cartooning,” Esther said.

After his death, a scholarship fund was
established by his family and friends for
SCS art majors.

““I think it is a really nice way of keeping
his memory alive,”” Esther said. ‘‘He
deserved something."
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